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Acts 1:6-8; I Tim. 6:11-16; Being a Witness I.  The Identity of a Witness II. The Area of this Witness
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, witnesses have a common place in every civil society.  A witness is called upon when a crime is committed or an accident happens.  Normally, the witness is asked to verify what happened.  What did you see?  So a witness verifies what is true- testifying to an actual event.  But most of the time, witnesses are called to speak in the context of something bad that has happened.  We don’t call for witnesses when everyone is abiding by the laws of the land.  However, today we are going to find that Jesus Christ calls His people to be a witness to the truth- and this truth is a wonderful event!  It is good news that God people are able to declare!  For example, when some attempts to break a world record, there needs to be a witness.  Or when someone wants to get in the Guiness Book of World Records- this accomplishment needs to be seen and certified.  No one would believe you if you did this even by yourself and all alone.  No, a matter is established by witnesses!  In a similar way, the truth of the gospel is established by the work of many witnesses.  The resurrection and ascension of Jesus needed witnesses!  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ sends His people into this world as witnesses of the truth! Our text is Acts 1:8- you will be my witnesses.  As we have the privilege of hearing these profession of faith this morning, this witness to the truth echoes even today!  
I.  The Identity of a Witness 
In our first point we consider the identity of a witness.  Well, a witness is someone who has firsthand knowledge of a specific event.  You will not be called to be a witness if you were not there.  Imagine that you would be called to the stand to testify about an event that you had no knowledge of- something that you had not seen happen.  No, a witness is someone who knows something- who has seen something.  As it is, when an apostle was chosen to replace Judas, one of the qualifications was that this person had to be present- they had to be with Jesus both before and after His resurrection.  As Acts 1:21 puts it- this man had to accompany us during all the time that Jesus came and went among us.  So a witness has to have a specific knowledge about certain events.  Second, a witness is called to declare this truth in the presence of others.  A witness is only a witness when they speak and declare.  The truth needs to be revealed and the event needs to be described.  Just as true faith is to be a public and verbal faith as we have seen today- a true witness must be heard!  Third, a witness is called to defend the truth in the presence of opposition.  The apostles would be faced with constant contradiction and opposition.  A witness is not needed when everyone agrees!  It is only when a conflicting message is being pushed that witness to the truth is needed.  So it was that many would doubt, deny and push back against the message of the apostles.  So these men could not doubt and must not waver, they must be clear minded and bold as they speak the truth.  Now our text in Acts 1 is clearly speaking about the work and ministry of the specific apostles.  These 12 men would be sent by Jesus to the lost sheep of Israel- and then beyond.  And Paul would later be added as the 13th apostle to the Gentiles.  What made them an effective apostle is that they had all been with Jesus- they had met Jesus as they were taught face to face.  Even the apostle Paul would meet Jesus- having received firsthand knowledge and direction from Jesus on the road to Damascus.  But what about today- what about us?  We were not there- we did not see- and we did not meet Jesus.  We do not have firsthand knowledge in this way.  However, this fact does not mean that we are not witnesses!  The fact is, every true believer is a witness today.  The Bible records the faithful testimony of these apostles- our church being a part of the one, holy and apostolic church.  So the truth that we know and have received has been handed down to us- recorded for us in God’s word.  We are not making up stories- the truth that we witness about is the truth that God has inscribed in the Scriptures and protected by His Spirit.  Added to this fact, we as Christians, have received firsthand knowledge and experience.  When you make a public profession of faith, you are saying that you know these things are true.  The Spirit has impressed this truth upon you- you know the truth and this truth has set you free.  You also have met Jesus- and His Spirit is dwelling upon you!  It is also evident that this truth has changed you.  You know this to be true- that you are not your own but that you belong body and soul to a faithful savior!  You know that Jesus is not only thee savior but He is your savior and lord!  So echoing the words of John 3- a Christian speaks of what He knows and bears witness to what He has seen.  Being a witness to the truth about Christ is rooted in our experiential knowledge of Christ and His salvation.  We speak of what we know and have seen!  I know that Jesus is the Son of God who has died for my sins because I have experienced this work in my heart!  So being a witness is something that we all will and must do if we know the truth and have experienced God’s work in our hearts.
Returning to our passage in Acts 1:8, Jesus gives us two, very clear statements.  You will receive power and you will be my witnesses.  The promise of the Holy Spirit who is the power of God sent upon us is the engine that drives all witnesses.  The Holy Spirit is the power of God- and He is not a spirit of fear but a Spirit of power!  Without the Holy Spirit, God’s people would be timid, afraid and mute.  But in and by the Spirit, we can be bold and courageous!  The Holy Spirit as poured out on Pentecost and poured out on us today- continues to enable the church to be a witness.  When Jesus said that it was better for the church that He ascend back into heaven, this promised sending of the Spirit was one of the main reasons His ascension was for our good!  So Jesus sends us power.  Not political power of physical power, but spiritual and heavenly power.  The Spirit of Power anoints us- we are clothed with power to speak- to be His witness.  So Jesus says- you will receive power and you will be my witness.  Note- you will be my witnesses.  This again is a declaration of fact.  It is not a choice or an option- something that we can choose to do or something that we can ignore.  You will be- and now you are.  You can be a bad witness or a good witness- a weak witness or a strong witness; but a witness you will remain none the less.  So then, do you have the Holy Spirit?  If you do, you are a witness!  The Spirit’s very presence proves that Jesus is who He says He is- and that He has done what the Bible says He did!  It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that these timid, denying fishermen become bold preachers!  And it is this Spirit who continues to enable us to know, believe, confess and declare this truth today!  
II. The Area of this Witness
Now that we have considered the twofold declaration of Jesus in Acts 1:8- that you will receive power and that you will be my witnesses- in our second point we consider the area in which this witness will be made.  As v. 8 concludes, you will be my witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the world.  The going forth of the good news will spread.  Jerusalem was ground zero- but the waves will cover the world.  There is an expanding and spreading that takes place.  Basically, Acts 1:8 is going to outline not only the book of Acts but the age of the Spirit as well.  After Pentecost, the messages will be sent out.  The witnesses will be spread.  Starting in Jerusalem- but by the end of the book of Acts- the witness will be made before kings, judges and jailers in the city of Rom.  Jesus Christ will see to it that the message goes out until the world is covered with the knowledge of His Word and work- as water covers the sea.  But as a church, we also live in the age of the Spirit.  Although the books of Acts ends with Paul in Rome- which was considered the end of the world at that time.  The fact remains that Rome was not the final destination of the church.  The witnesses would not stop in Italy.  The witnesses continue to go out- and the message continues to be heard- even here today.  Right here- where we are standing- is the far reaches of the witness.   All that is to say that the witness to the truth needs to be heard here as well.  We can start right here- right in this place.  This is where God has placed you to be a witness to the truth.  A witness to the world about His work.  
But what does it mean to be a witness?  Or in what ways are we called to be a witness to the world?  Well, there are various ways and aspects to this witnessing.  The first and clearest way of witnessing is with our words.  We are to tell the truth- to declare and defend what is right and true.  In Acts 11 after the early persecution in the Jerusalem church, those who were spread abroad went around sharing the good news about Jesus Christ.  Personal evangelism is simply speaking to others about the hope you have in your heart.  Being a witness by having informal, gospel conversations.  Not only in the preaching that ministers do from a pulpit, but in the general speaking that we are all called to do.  We can bear witness as we make confident declarations concerning Jesus and His work.  But not only in our speaking, we are also a witness by our living.  Those who are joined to Christ by faith have a new identity- and a new way of living.  In this way, we are salt and light before the watching world.  We display the truth as our lives are transformed into the image of Christ by the Spirit.  When we are living for Jesus, as the Cadet Hymn reminds us, we are making it clear that something new and exciting has happened to us.  Those who know the truth give witness to that truth as their lives are changed.  Grateful and joyful obedience puts on display Christ’s work- or puts the good news of Christ on display for others to see. Good works done before men is a visible display of the spiritual peace that reigns in our hearts.    But there is one more way- or one other area that I want to focus on.  Being a witness means more than just speaking and living a certain way, it is also a willingness to suffer for the sake of the truth.  The Greek word used in Acts 1:8 for witness is “martyres.”  We get our English word- martyr- from the Greek word for “witness.”  Another way to say Acts 1:8 is this- you will be my martyrs.  The fact is, when you stand up for the truth and live as Christ called you, you will be persecuted for your faith.  A martyr is a faithful witness who has stood for the truth even at great personal cost.  Willing to lose your life before you would deny the truth.  Suffering because of your profession is not a surprise for God’s people- rather it is expected.  When you read through the book of Acts, one think that should strike you is how often the apostles were afflicted because they spoke the truth!  When the apostles spoke the truth, they were hauled before councils, beaten, cast in prison, stoned and even beheaded for their faith.  Paul was beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, adrift on the sea, and cast in prison all for his faithful witness.  After Pentecost, there is a very brief period of peace as the church is established and then persecution arises in full force!  Those who are called to be witnesses to the truth are to be martyrs for the truth!  Wiling to take up our cross and follow Him.  Even as the apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for the sake of the name of Jesus in Acts 5:41. So it is that those who want to be a faithful witness must count the cost- being firm in their conviction even in the face of tribulation and tests.  We are called to be faithful witnesses even to the point of suffering and death- as many of the apostles did. Even here, we enjoy the Spirit of power to stand firm in our profession.  And the good news is this- if we have suffered for Him here below, we will reign with Him up above.  He will never leave us or forsake us. Or as Rom. 10 states, believe in your heart and confess with your mouth, and you will be saved.   
To conclude, the church is called to be a witness to the truth in this world of deceit.  Those who have received the Spirit are witnesses of Jesus Christ’s work even today!  So if you enjoy spiritual resurrection and life by way of the power of God, then let your life and your lips declare this truth.  Jesus Christ sends His people into this world as witnesses of the truth!  Those who have stood up here today have made this statement- I know that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life!  I know that Jesus is who He says He is because I have experienced his work firsthand!  So let the whole world know- let everyone hear the truth from our lips.  May we all be witnesses to the truth by the power of they Holy Spirit.  
