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Matthew 28:16-20; Isaiah 45:5-7; Athanasian Creed art. 1-16; I.  The Doctrine of the Trinity II. Heresies to Avoid III.  Benefits of this Doctrine
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the doctrine of the Trinity is one of those doctrines that challenge our minds- but this doctrine is also vital to salvation.  The doctrine of the Trinity is a divine mystery, and yet it is necessary for us to be believe it because that is how God has revealed Himself in His word.  Today we start a short series through the Athanasian Creed.  The Athanasian Creed is named after Athanasius of Alexandria.  Even though Athanasius did not write this creed- it is a credit to Athanasius and his deep commitment to this truth.  Athanasius died in 373 AD- and this creed was likely written about 100 years later.  As a Creed, the Athanasian Creed expands upon the Nicene Creed- specifically delving into two doctrines.  If you look at the Creed in your books- you will see that articles 3-28 deal with the Trinity while articles 29-43 deal with the Incarnation.  So today we consider the Trinity as a Biblical doctrine that is necessary for our salvation.  Even though the word “Trinity” is not found in the Scriptures, it is still a faithful description of God’s nature.  You will also notice today that there are no illustrations.  People have in the past tried to come up with ways to illustrate the Trintiy.  For example, some have said that the Trinity is like the 3 stages of water- in liquid, frozen and vaper form.  Others have compared God to a tree with its 3 parts- the roots, trunk and branches.  Still others have compared God to a triangle with 3 lines each distinct and together making a triangle.  However, these illustrations do more harm than good in that they each divide God into parts- making God a composite opposed to the simple, spiritual being He is.  So no illustrations today.  We consider this theme: Jesus Christ reveals the 3 persons of the Godhead for the sake of our salvation.  
I.  The Doctrine of the Trinity 
In our first point we consider the doctrine of the Trintiy and specifically where we find this teaching in the Scriptures.  To begin, the Bible reveals that there is one God.  Deut. 6:4- Here, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  And again in our reading from Isaiah 45:5- I am the LORD, and besides me there is no other.  Now the reason this is so important is clear, because those who seek to worship God must know which God they are worshipping.  And specifically, is this God whom they worship the God who is truly the One God.  When the Israelites were being brought out of bondage in Egypt, this truth was specifically impressed upon them.  Where the Egyptians had Polytheistic belief- they believed in many gods such as the god of the Nile, frogs, flies, sun and moon.  And the Canaanites also had their various gods like Baal, Asherah, Dagon and Baal-Zebub.  The Israelites needed to learn that there is only one true God- all these gods of the nations are nothing but the figments of man’s imagination.  Worse than that- these false gods were used by demons to lead people into the bondage of idolatry.  So the Israelites needed to know- to learn- that there is only one, true God.  The LORD your God- who brought you out of Egypt.  So then, the first truth set forth in the doctrine of the Trinity is that there is one God.  And this one God is eternal, uncreated, infinite and almighty.  He is one in essence article 4 puts it- there is only one substance of deity.  So as Christians, we have a monotheistic faith!  We acknowledge and serve 1 God.  There is only one who is God- as art. 11 puts it- one eternal being.  
But we also acknowledge that God has revealed Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There is a 1st, 2nd and 3rd person of the Trinity.  Although God is one in His nature, He is the three in His person.  Each person is distinct in name, person and work.  The distinction within the Trinity is clear in the opening pages of Scripture where God says- let us make man in OUR image.  As God spoke- the Spirit of God hovered over the water and the Son was the Word by whom all things were made.  We also see this distinction in the baptismal form of Matthew 28 as we saw this morning.  Baptized into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  So Callum was baptized into the one the One Name of God- Father, and Holy Spirit.  So there is a distinction without division.  God is not divided into parts- but He has revealed Himself as three in person.  Also found in the Trinitarian Benediction of II Cor. 13:14- the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  One more proof text- at the baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3 we find the Father speaking, the Son coming out of the water and the Spirit landing on the Son in the form of the dove.  So as articles 5-6 put it, there are three distinct persons, but the deity of God is one.  
II. Heresies to Avoid 
Now that we have set the boundaries for us- having established that the Trintiy is clearly a Biblical teaching, in our next point we are going to consider a few heresies that need to be avoided.  The church is called not only to proclaim the truth, but to defend from error as well.  So there are a few heresies or false teaching that needs to be identified.  The first heresy is that of “Tri-Theism.”  If the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are each God, then Christians serve 3 gods.  No, that is wrong.  The 3 persons of the Trinity are not 3 independent beings.  Article 16- there are not 3 gods.  And also art. 20- our religions forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords.  So there are not 3 divided beings that each are God.  Added to this, God is not a composite being.  He is not more or less God in each part.  God is not more God when the 3 persons are together- and He is not less God when the three are separated.  This is why illustrations do more harm than good here.  With every illustration, the persons of Godhead have a nature that is separate in themselves- and the composite whole gets larger when you put them together.  But God is not like a giant jigsaw puzzle with 3 parts- added together to make God whole.  As Art. 4 makes clear- you cannot confound their persons nor divide their essence.  The next heresy is called “Dynamic Monarchianism.”    Basically, this heresy teaches that the Godhead is a monarchy- that there is descending power in the persons and subordination in their essence.  So God the Father is at the top- then comes the Son who is a little less powerful- followed by the Spirit who is the least powerful of all.  No- that is also wrong.  The Holy Spirit is not less God than the Father.  And even Jesus said that I and the Father are One.  Each person of the Trintiy is fully God and equal in their deity.  As Art. 6 says- equal in glory and coeternal.  No person comes later- no person is under or less than the other.  As Art. 25 clarifies, none in this Trinity is before or after, none is greater or smaller.  So although Jesus was born of the virgin around 6 AD- that does not mark the beginning of the Son of God!  And yes- Jesus did submit to the Father and humble Himself in Phil. 2.  But that does in no way diminish or undermine His deity.  And even though the Spirit was poured out on the church on Pentecost and He proceeds from the Father and Son, that being poured out is not the beginning of His existence.  
The third heresy to be on guard against is called Modalism.  Modalism is the belief that God remains one while changing in how He reveals Himself.  Perhaps you have heard someone say that the God of the OT was a harsh, angry God while the God of the NT is kinder and gentler.  This is Modalism.  They teach that the OT was revealed as God the Father, in the NT we see God as the Son and after Pentecost we see God as the Holy Spirit.  So God puts on different masks- he changes his face or appearance in different times.  But as Art. 6 says- the persons of the Trinity are coeternal in majesty.  One more heresy to consider- and that is called Arianism.  The teaching of Arius was that Jesus was the first created being.  That before the creation, there was a time when the Son was not.  So Jesus is the first and most powerful creature- yet he remains a creature.  For Arius, the Son has a beginning.  But this is refuted in Art. 22- the Son was neither made nor created.  Now that we have considered these various heresies- these false teachings.  Where do we find them today?  Well, the most evident form of Arianism can be found in the camp of the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witness.  Both the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witness deny the eternality of the Son as well as the unity and equality of the Son with the Father.  One more example of a heretical teaching would be found in Oneness Pentecostal groups or Apostolic Pentecostalism.  These also deny the Trintiy- they have a modalistic understanding of God’s essence and deny the coeternal persons of the Trinty.  
III. Benefits of this Doctrine
Having set aside these false religions, the rest of our time this evening will be focused on the importance of this teaching.  What are the benefits of doctrine of the Trinity?  Why is it so important to understand who God is as He has revealed Himself?  Well, the first reason that this is important is because it is true!  As Christians, we are concerned with the truth!  This is how God has revealed Himself in His Word, so we are to believe it.  More than that- the doctrine of the Trintiy is a salvation issue.  It is a necessary and central doctrine of the church.  Art. 28 says that anyone who desires to be saved should think thus about the Trinity.  Our salvation depends on this truth!  We are chosen by the Father, died for by the Son and indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Our salvation is planned, purchased and applied!  This is a salvation issue- a necessary doctrine. Every religion that denies this truth is a false religion.  The third benefit of this doctrine is found in the realm of worship.  The complexity of this doctrine only serves to magnify the glory of God.  The fact that we cannot fathom all His ways only serves to move us to worship!  If you think about it- God’s ways are not our ways!  His ways are beyond tracing out- even His nature is so great, high and lifted up, that we are forced to stand in awe of Him!  He is God- and we are not!  He is almighty, infinite and immeasurable!  So as Article 27 rightly directs- in everything, the Trinity is to be worshipped!  Each person of the Trinity is worthy of our praise!  Each person is active in our salvation- and each person present in our prayers!  So we should heed the words of Elijah in I Kings 18- if the Lord is God, follow Him! Or as Joshua called to the Israelites- choose you this day whom you will serve?  Well then, do you want to follow, serve and worship the one, True God?  Then this God- the Triune God of the Bible- is the One you are to serve!
To conclude, although the doctrine of the Trinity is difficult to wrap our heads around, it is also a doctrine that is not up for discussion.  It is not something we can take or leave at our discretion.  As R.C. Sproul put it, “In the formula of the Trinity, the church bows to sacred Scripture, honoring both the unity of God and the distinctions among the persons of the God head.”   Jesus Christ reveals the 3 persons of the Godhead for the sake of our salvation.  So may we all praise God from whom all blessings flow by praising Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
