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BC 16; Rom. 9:6-29; Eph. 1:11-14; Double Predestination I.  Just in Passing Some Over II. Merciful in Rescuing Some
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, tonight I want to start with an illustration.  Imagine for a moment that all humanity is standing on a giant raft.  A large barge holding all people- everyone who has and ever will be born is here situated.  Because of man’s sin, this raft is headed towards destruction.  The current is picking up- because we are on the brink of a waterfall.  At the bottom of that waterfall is certain destruction.  Now mankind has gotten themselves into this mess.  Because of our rebellion and rejection of the truth, we have situated ourselves on this barge.  And the name of this barge is called “original sin.”  The waterfall represent death.  But suddenly, God starts to move.  Seeing the coming destruction and knowing that mankind cannot rescue themselves, God acts and starts to rescue some.  God in His grace takes some of these lost members of mankind from the raft of destruction and brings them safely to the shores called salvation.  But not everyone will be saved.  God chooses some to save, and He passes over others; leaving them in their sin.  It is this process of choosing some that we are considering today.  We believe and confess what is called Double Predestination.  This Double Predestination includes 2 parts- reprobation is where God passes some people over and leaves them in their sin; and election where God chooses to save some and rescues them from their sin.  But the fact is, the end of all mankind is known and determined by God.  Some will be granted eternal life in glory, and others will be cast out into outer darkness.  In this way, God is showing His character.  God is both merciful and just.  And these two aspects of God’s character are seen today.  He is Just in that He leaves some in their sin; and merciful in His rescue of others.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ reveals the justice and mercy of God in predestination. 
I.  Just in Passing Some Over 
In our first point, we start with the reprobate.  There are some- many- who are passed over by God.  Left by God in their sin.  As art. 16 puts it, God is just in leaving others in their ruin and fall into which they plunged themselves. Remember that man is simply getting what he deserves here.  We hear much about getting what a person deserves in our world today.  But when it comes to the justice of God, we do not want what we deserve.  Because the only thing that fallen man deserves is to be left alone, in our sin and misery.  God has enough cause and reason to condemn all men.  In Art. 15 we can read about Original Sin- and this Original Sin describes the spreading of sin and coruptin to all of Adam’s descendants.  Being born in the line of Adam, all people inherit a fallen and corrupt nature.  This corrupt nature means that God has just cause and reason to condemn.  Although it may be hard to hear, God has enough reason to condemn everyone even before they take their first breath.  Or as Psalm 51 puts it; I was conceived in iniquity and born in sin.  Since we are sinful from the time we are conceived- or our very nature is totally depraved- God has more than enough reason and cause to condemn.  Added to this, God is under no obligation to help.  God does not need to rescue sinners- He can remain just in simply leaving people in the state of sin and He will be just when He pours out His wrath on these same sinners.  Our passage put it like this in Rom. 9:13- Esau have I hated.  Here, Paul makes it clear that God hated Esau meaning that Esau was rejected and passed over.  Esau would not receive the blessings of salvation- for the older would serve the younger.  In this, God’s purpose of election would continue.  Esau was not hated because he was worse than Jacob.  No, God simply passed him over- choosing to love, elect and save Jacob instead.
Now we need to be clear, fallen man cannot blame God or accuse God here.  Man is simply getting what they deserve.  Mankind and brought this destruction on themselves.  God is free to choose and He is free not to choose.  So passing over some and leaving them in their sin is not unjust.  But why would God do this?  Why wouldn’t God choose to save everyone?  He has the power and freedom to do this!  Surely the blood of Jesus is sufficient to cover the sins of all people.  So why didn’t God choose to elect every single person?  Well, our reading in Rom. 9 illustrates this answer for us.  God is the potter; humanity is the clay.  As Rom. 9:21 puts it- the potter has right over the clay to make the clay into whatever He sees fit.  And God sees fit to make some of the clay of humanity into vessels of dishonor- or for dishonorable use.  The contrast is between holy vessels and common vessels. Some dishes are made to be used in the temple- these are holy and for honorable use.  This is describing the elect as we will see in a moment.  But others are made for common or unholy use.  Dishonorable.  God chooses some from the clay of humanity to be used for common purpose- and specifically as v. 22 puts it- these people were made by God to be vessels of wrath.  God makes some people to be the recipients of His wrath, power and destruction.  So not only does God pass over some people- leaving them in their sin.  But He also choose some- makes those whom He passed over- to be the recipients of His just anger.  So then, why does not choose to not elect everyone?  So that He can show His full character!  He makes some people feel His wrath so that His justice would be seen on earth!  Our text uses Pharaoh in v. 17 to prove this point.  Pharaoh was raised up by God in order to be destroyed!  The rise and fall of Pharaoh by God’s hand was to spread the fame of God!  So that other nations would hear and fear God!  The nations would see what happens to those who oppress God’s people- and they wouldn’t dare to touch God’s chosen people!  Rom. 9:17 says- so that His name might be proclaimed in all the earth!  Somehow, the destruction of the wicked will spread God’s fame!  As Heb. 10:31 puts it- it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a holy God!  Our God is a consuming fire- and He makes some feel the heat of His fire so that His power, wrath and destruction can be seen.  In this way, the seriousness of sin is made evident!  We tend to make light of sin- or to kindly wink at the wickedness we see.  But sin is no laughing matter!  Behold what sin deserves!  Wrath and destruction!  The fierce anger of God which leads to eternity in hell- where the fire never dies and the sun never shines!  This should properly fill us with humility- knowing what God’s people have been spared from.  Reverence and awe is the proper response.  All God’s enemies will be dealt with- and not one will escape!  Fall down before Him- for He is a holy God.  Justice and truth is His name!  
II. Merciful in Rescuing Some
 But praise God- not everyone is left on this barge headed to destruction!  Praise God, some are rescued!  For God is just, but He is also merciful!  And He shows His mercy in His election.  The word “election” means to be chosen.  Just as we have elections for our government officials- which is a process by which those who are chosen by the people are identified.  But when it comes to our election- we find that it is God who chooses us!  It is not that we choose God- but rather He chooses us!  He proves that He is merciful in that He saves some from the perdition that they had fallen into.  In His mercy, our God does not give to some what they deserve but rather He gives them grace.  Now this grace is not something that is earned.  Those who are saved are not more deserving than those who are not.  No, here again we see that God is free.  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy as Rom. 9:15 puts it.  Election is not based on foreseen faith; much less on some merit or work that we perform.  It is not of man’s will or human exertion v. 16 clarifies; but rather our election is based on God’s free will and love.  Even as we found back in v. 13- Jacob have I loved.  Now God had loved Jacob and chose him before he was even born.  Before he had done anything- good or ill.  Jacob was chosen and loved- because God in His goodness planned to show him mercy.  God is free to save one and not save another.  God is free to elect one simply be because He takes pleasure in electing that one.  Rom. 9:18- He will have mercy on whomever he wills.  Now it must also be said that the election of who will be saved is also based on the works of Jesus Christ.  Although our being chosen is not based on our works- the fact remains that our election is based on the works of Jesus Christ.  Listen again to these words from Eph. 1:4- He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.  So the Father chose us in Christ- or we are elect based on the works that Christ would perform for us.  This election took place before the foundation of the world- before any man had even been born.  How does this change our view of election?  Well, if God chose me because of what I would do- or because of what I would one day believe- then the foundation of election remains grounded in man or His work.  That would give us some reason to boast or to be proud.  But rather, if our election is not based on what we would do or believe, then God alone will get the praise!  Again- as v. 16 puts it- it depends not on human will or exertion.  It is not our effort that secures our election.  It is not our desire, will or choice that moves God to show mercy.  No, he is free to have mercy on whomever He sees fit.  And in His love, He sees fit to show His love and kindness to a group of people called the elect.  
So then, let’s focus in on the reason behind election.  If God did not choose us because we are so great- then why did God chose us?  Why choose to save any at all?  Here we go back to our illustration found in Rom. 9:23. From one lump of clay, God made two kinds of vessels.  Two kinds of people- the elect and the reprobate.  If the reprobate are designed to show God’s power and wrath on the way to destruction, then the elect are designed to show God’s mercy and riches on the way to glory. So why did God elect some?  Why does He choose to save same people?  To show His mercy and riches- to reveal to them His glory!  The vessels made for noble use- the utensils made for holy use- are describing those people chosen by God for holy work!  To be a holy people who serve within the temple!  As I Peter 2:9 states- “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you.”    Your expressed purpose is to put on display the excellencies of our God- to show and prove to the world God’s mercy, riches and glory.  The Bible has a lot of different names that it used to describe God’s people.  Chosen people of God, God’s elect, those whom He foreknew.  But at the end of the day, our salvation is clearly a work of God from beginning to end.  And once you are chosen, you cannot be unchosen.  God does not go back on His word.  Those who are placed in the hands of the Son will be kept safe.  He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it!  So election ultimately leads to our salvation and God’s glory!  And the end result is also clear in our reading from Eph. 1:6-  we are chosen by the Father in Christ to the praise of His glorious grace.  The application is clear- we are chosen to the praise of God!  The reason that the elect are chosen and saved is so that they might declare the glory of God who chose them!  
To conclude, the freedom of God to choose or not choose; is linked to His desire to show both His mercy and His justice.  He is free to elect some and not elect others.  To rescue some and pass over others.  We cannot question or talk back to God- for what clay say to the potter?  Would we make Him defend His actions?  Who are you man to question God?  His ways are not our ways.  God does not need to extend His mercy to anyone!  But for those who have been chosen; what joy and gratitude must fill their hearts!  Jesus Christ reveals the justice and mercy of God in predestination. As II Tim. 1:9 puts it- He saved us and called us to a holy colling, not because of our works, but because of His own purpose and grace which He gave us in Christ Jesus.  “Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth.  Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith one birth.” 
