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BC Art. 1; Psalm 53; I Tim. 1:15-17; The Only, True God I.  The God who Is II. What God is Like
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, do you know for certain that God is?  What would your life be like if you were robbed of this confidence?  Well, I imagine that life would be trying and difficult to say the least.  If God is not real, then there is no purpose to life.  To apply this truth, if you have ever watched a child of God face their own mortality, you know the comfort that they have because God is real and Jesus has secured their eternal life!  But how do you face your own death if there was no God?  Well, if God is not real, then we are nothing more than a lump of cells.  Life has no meaning and man has no purpose.  Eat and drink- for tomorrow we die!  Life is vain and everything is meaningless.  Or as Paul puts it in I Cor. 15- our preaching is in vain- our faith is in vain- those who die have perished- and there is no hope.  In order for there to be meaning in our lives and comfort in our deaths, God need to be real!  Today we start a new series through the Belgic Confession.  The BC is the oldest of our confessions- written by Guido DeBres in 1561.  Written in the lowlands of Belgium, the Belgic Confession is a defense of the true faith.  It serves to distinguish the Reformed faith from the Roman Catholic and Anabaptist beliefs.  It also serves as unifying standard which the Reformed Church on the continent embraced.   This confession follows the traditional order of systematic theology- so it starts with Theology- or who is God.  Once again, this is a summary of the truth.  Without this faith, there would be no salvation.  All of God’s people must embrace this truth- and refuse to deny it- even if embracing this truth would cost them their lives.  And in fact, Guido De Bres did give his body to the fire of martyrdom in 1567.  DeBres was willing to die before he would deny the truth of these words.   So may we also believe in our heart and confess with our mouth this truth.  The first truth we confess is simply this- God is!  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ reveals the God who is.  
I.  The God who Is 
We begin by considering the God who is.  Stated negatively, only a fool would deny that God is.  Our passage begins in Ps. 53 by chastening the fool for saying that there is no God.  How many of us have not heard this argument- there is no such thing as God?  Or prove to me that God exists!  And since there is no God, rebellious man thinks he can live any way he sees fit.  They are corrupt and vile in all their ways v. 1 concludes!  There is no one who does good!  The disorder and rebellion of our world is liked to a denial of God’s existence.  A fool is one who is vile, perverse and contemptible.  They have rejected God; thus they have rejected knowledge and truth- so that they are plunged into madness and futility- groping around in the darkness.  As Calvin said, “there is no stupidity so brutish as to forget God!”  And it follows that those who reject truth deny what is right- and plunge headlong into wickedness- so that there is no good in them.  They reject all lawful order and pollute all of life.  Remember, as v. 2 points out, this is not David’s response to wickedness- rather it is a Divine judgment concerning the hearts of man.  When God judges the heart- all men should rightly be filled with terror.  It is God alone who weighs the heart- the motivations- and finds that there is no one who seeks truth- no one who seeks Him!  As Rom. 1 says, they have exchanged the truth for a lie- their eyes are drawn to false gods.  Rom. 1:20 says that God’s divine nature and power can be seen.  His existence is clearly perceived- thus all men are without excuse.  But why then are there so many people who do not believe?  Why are there so many avowed atheists in the world?  Well, as Rom. 1:18 says, they suppress the truth in unrighteousness.  So then, every person should know and confess that there is a God.  This God has revealed Himself in His Word and in creation as we will see next week.  The Bible begins with God speaking- in the beginning God!  So God reveals His existence.  We know that God is because God has said- I Am!  The Bible is solid proof- as a letter from God Himself telling us that He is!  Arguments for God’s existence begin with divine revelation.  Added to this revelation, God has also imprinted His existence on the soul of every person.  God has left the imprint of His existence upon our conscience.  As Paul says in Rom. 1:21- Although they knew God they denied him and did not honor Him..  So then, the existence of God is not a conclusion that we draw up or discover but rather a truth that we accept.  We receive the truth that is revealed- and God has clearly revealed His nature and power.  But fallen, sinful, rebellious man refuses to see this truth!  Refuses to believe what is revealed.  This is due in part to the inability of fallen man to gain spiritual wisdom.  As I Cor. 2:14 says- the natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him and he cannot understand them.  So even though the very existence of a creation demands a creator.  The very presence of a building demands a builder.  Unregenerate man can not and will not see.  
So how then can we see?  How can we know the truth- if we all by nature suppress the truth?  Well, we need the wisdom of God to be imparted to us.  We need to be given the eyes of faith by the Spirit.  We need to be given the mind of Christ as I Cor. 2:15 continues.  Remember that BC art. 1 is an article of faith.  Or as Heb. 11:3 puts it, by faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God.  It is only the grace of God that changed our thinking- by the Spirit, we heard the preaching- we read the Word-The Spirit has given us new hearts- and now we are no longer in the foolishness of rebellion!  So then, as people of faith, we have been enabled to see and acknowledge the truth.  The church stands up against the unbelief and skepticism of our day.  Where society tells us that there is no God- atheist; or that we cannot know if there is a god- sceptic; the church says I know the truth!  I believe in my heart and confess with my mouth that there is a God!  And this God can be known!  
II. What God is Like
This article continues and begins a discussion about the attributes of God.  Knowing that God is leads to knowing what God is like.  What are the qualities and characteristics of God?  The list that this article sets before us is only a partial list, but it outlines the important features of God and how He has revealed himself. Isaiah 40 asks the question: Who can compare to the majesty, glory, and power revealed?  To whom will we compare God?  He is completely and utterly unique.  The LORD is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth.   Our confessing this God is also a confession of our complete dependence.  Without God, nothing that is would be.  Without a creator, this world could not exist.  We live and move and have our being in Him.  This is how God has revealed Himself to us, to inspire us to place our faith in Him!  
These attributes listed in our article can be separated into two groups.  The first group outlines the incommunicable attribute- or the characteristics of God that share no parallel with man and man cannot have these features.  The list of the incommunicable attributes is as follows: eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, immutable, infinite and almighty. As Paul writes in I Tim. 1:17- to the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God.  To be eternal is to be outside of time.  To be free from all constraints of passing.  To have no beginning or end- alpha and omega.  Before the mountains were brought forth, you are God.  To be incomprehensible is to be beyond the ability to be fully known by a creature.  What God has revealed about Himself is true, but we do not have perfect and complete knowledge.  If we could know everything about God, then we would not be limited.  His understanding is unsearchable.  His divine being and actions are beyond what we can grasp.  His ways are not our ways.  Our God is also invisible.  He cannot be seen with the human eye.  God has made himself known, and taken on human flesh, but the very essence of God cannot be seen.  He is Spirit.  The majesty and glory of God may shine in pure light and blazing fire, but we cannot behold His being with our senses.  He also does not change or He is immutable.  If God would change, he would have to change for the better or for the worse.  Since He is perfect, change is impossible.  The unchanging nature of God also gives us, as creatures, great hope.  He will be faithful to His Word. He does not shift His love, but He is true to His promises.  As James 1 says, every good and perfect gift comes from God who does not change.  God has revealed Himself as infinite and almighty.  Since God is infinite, He is not limited in any way.  He is present everywhere, and all things are in His hands.  What good would it do to serve a God who was limited like us?  What good would it be to pray to one who had no power to answer prayers?  Our God is almighty.  He can do all things. Going back to our reading from I Tim. 1:17- Paul concludes by saying; “to this only God be honor and glory forever and ever.”  The application is here found- the better you know God, the more you will be moved to honor and glorify Him!  There is a direct link between our knowledge of God and our desire to worship Him!  BC art. 1 is not just some dusty theological truth.  It is meant to move us to worship!  Who is like our God!  With whom can we compare Him!  Truly His ways are beyond all tracing out!  The heavens cannot contain His majesty!  Nothing is impossible for our God!  To Him belongs all praise, honor, glory and worship forever!  
God also has certain attributes that share some parallel with man, but God has these abilities perfected.  These are called communicable attributes.  As art. 1 concludes: God is wise, just, good and the overflowing source of all good.  Listen to the words of James 1:17- every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. So good gifts come to us from a good God!  Now these are words that we can understand.  If God calls something good, it is good because God called it so.  God gives meaning to what is just and right.  The LORD is also good- perfectly good.  There is and can be no evil with Him.  He always does what is right.  As Matt. 19 says, there is one who is good, and that is God alone.  It is through the blood of Christ that we can see God’s great goodness shine through.  The goodness of God towards us is secured in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  In Him we are given more goodness than we can ever imagine.  To be wise is to have knowledge and insight.  To know all things and to work all things for His glory and our good.  There is nothing hidden from His sight.  He is also holy and just.  He alone determines what is right and wrong.  He has revealed in His Law what is right and wrong, and He alone has the authority to tell man what is right and wrong.  To this list we could also add grace, holiness, mercy and truth.  When it comes to communicable attributes, we are called to grow in our reflection of these virtues.  We cannot be like God in His incommunicable attributes- but His communicable attributes can be displayed by man in part.  So then, since God is holy- we as His people are to be holy.  Since God is good, we are to do good to all and especially to the household of faith.  Since God is true, we are to love the truth and speak it openly.  What kind of life is pleasing to God?  Well, Micah 6 says it like this.  He has told you, O man, what is good and what does God require of you but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.  In this way, God’s people can manifest in part the communicable attributes of God.  The world can see what God is like when they look at the life and actions of His people.  That is a high task- but it is our shared calling!  
To conclude, knowing that God is and what God is like is the foundation of all knowledge.  Added to this- confessing the truth begins with confessing the truth about God!  Jesus Christ reveals the God who is.  So let us all believe in our heart and confess with our mouth this faith- that there is a true God who can be known. Let this God be the one you worship and adore!  
