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BC art. 21; Heb. 7:1-10; 11-28; The Greater Melchizedek I. The OT Shadow Appears II. The NT Reality Arrives
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, how great is Jesus?  Well, you would likely say that Jesus is the greatest!  But what does that mean?  How is Jesus the greatest?  With what or to whom can we compare Jesus?  Well, today we are going to see how Jesus is the greater Melchizedek.  In our series through the BC, we are in the middle of the Christology section.  The title of art. 21 is The Atonement.  When dealing with the atonement, we are firmly in the realm of sacrifice and priests.  But what does it mean that Jesus is our only High Priest?  What makes Jesus so great and his work so significant that we need no other priest and no other sacrifice?  And to put things into our current context, should we be praying for the restoration of the temple in Jerusalem?  There are many Christians who look and pray for the temple to be restored to the city of Jerusalem.  But do we want or need to have the priesthood restored and a temple built so that animal sacrifices can begin again?  So today we consider the one greater than Melchizedek- that Jesus is our only High Priest!  The only one we need- and the last one there will ever be!  We consider this theme: Jesus Christ is revealed as the greater Melchizedek who secures our complete atonement.
I. The OT Shadow Appears 
First of all, we consider the OT shadow of Melchizedek.  Who was this man and why was he so important.  (Gen. 14:18-20)  This really brief introduction to Melchizedek is enough to fill us with more questions than answers.  Where did this man come from?  What is his background and history?  Who were His people?  How long did he serve?  How did he know about the Great God?  What kind of priest was he and what kind of sacrifices did he offer?  All these good questions are not answered for us.  What is striking is that in the book of Genesis- which is all about origins and genealogies- we do not find any of this information about Melchizedek.  We only have this brief introduction- as Melchizedek steps onto the page and then disappears again.  But what we do find in these verses is very interesting.  Melchizedek is a very important figure, specifically because he combines two offices.  He was the priest and he was king.  Now his name and work as kings is relatively straightforward.  He comes to the King’s Valley and he is introduced as the King of Salem.  Now we can do a little digging into his name.  The word- Melchi- means king in Hebrew; and -Zedek- is the word for righteousness.  So his name means “righteous king.”  But he rules over a place called Salem.  Now Salem is connected to Shalom- meaning peace.  So he was also the king who ruled over peace.  Now Salem would later become Jerusalem- so here we have righteous king ruling over Jerusalem.  The typology is just dripping in these verses.  But he is more than just the righteous king ruling over Jerusalem, he is also a priest.  Now, as you know from OT history, kings were not priests.  Kings were not allowed into the temple- they were not allowed to take the knife of a priest in their own hands.  And yet- here is the King of Salem who is the priest.  Not just any priest, he is a priest of God most high.  Now this is where things get really interesting.  Melchizedek does not have any family history or genealogy given in Scripture.  But the priests we find in the OT were specifically the Levitical Priests.  Only those of the house of Aaron- of the tribe of Levi- were authorized to be a priest.  Only those with the blood of Levi running through their veins could call themselves a priest, offer sacrifices, and enter into the tabernacle or temple.  But here we have this man- a priest of God.  Not a priest of Baal or Molech or Dagon.  No, a true priest.  A godly priest!  And he is not a Levite- he is not even a Hebrew.  Rather he serves before the Levitical priesthood is even established- before Levi was even born as we will see in our next point.  So he is breaking every rule as it were- and yet he serves as the priest king.  And what does this man do in our passage?  Well, He serves as a priest.  He brings bread and wine. He serves a fellowship meal if you will- communion is offered to Abraham.  More than that, Melchizedek will bless Abram, pray for him, and offer a prayer of praise to God as well.  So Melchizedek is interceding for Abram.  The father of the Hebrew people- the head of the Jewish nation- is being blessed by this outsider!  And then Abram offers Melchizedek tithes.  A tenth of everything is given to Melchizedek from Abram’s hand.  And then, just as suddenly, he vanishes.  Such an important figure just disappears from the pages of Scripture.  Without introduction and without epilogue, he fades from memory.  We would not even think that he was all that important if not for the fact that we find this name again in Psalm 110.  Here in Psalm 110, we find the connection between priest and king again established.  The LORD God will establish the reign of His Son, our Lord.  As King, he will rule with justice.  And this Son of God will also be a priest after the order of Melchizedek.  A priest forever, one that will remain without end.  
II. The NT Reality Arrives
Now that we have considered the OT shadow, in our second point we will see the reality evident in the NT.  Actually- as we will see- the shadow of Melchizedek in the OT is actually a shadow of Jesus Christ!  Jesus was first and greater- and the role of Melchizedek was sent to resemble Him.  If Melchizedek was before Levi, so Christ was before Melchizedek.  So when we come to Heb. 7, we find that Jesus Christ’s ministry was already portrayed in part already back in Gen. 14.  So there are 2 comparisons here.  We see how Jesus is greater than all the Levites- but also that Jesus is greater than Melchizedek as well.  So Heb. 7 opens by liking Jesus to the king of Salem.  He is the king of peace, the king of righteousness, the king of Jerusalem.  Even here- though- Jesus is greater for He is called the King of Kings.  So Jesus ascends the throne, even as he wears the priestly garments.  He is better than all the kings that came before.  Even though He will sit on the throne of David, Jesus was the Lord of David.  If David were to meet Jesus- David would say that He must increase, I must decrease for He was before me!  He is the greater King!  Jesus is the lion of the tribe of Juday.  But our focus today is particularly on the priesthood of Jesus Christ!  
When it comes to the priesthood, we find that Jesus is not only like Melchizedek, rather as Heb. 7:3 puts it- it was Melchizedek who was resembling the Son of God!  Here again, Jesus is the greater one!  So Jesus is better than the Levites- and even better than Melchizedek!  How you ask?  Well, Heb. 7 brings us at least 5 reasons why Jesus is the better priest.  Better than Levi and greater than even Melchizedek.   The first reason the Jesus is better is found in the way in which Jesus was made to be a priest.  How could Jesus be a priest if He was not from the tribe of Levi?  The answer is found in the timing and manner of His priesthood.  Remember, Melchizedek lived before Levi- so his priesthood is older.  So Jesus will serve in a priesthood that is older and more foundational than the Levitical Law.  Second, the manner in which Jesus would be made priest is better.  As 7:20 puts it, Jesus was made priest by way of oath or vow.  Jesus was not a priest because of who his earthly father was.  It was not by his blood or lineage, but by His power and by way of promise.  So the priesthood of Jesus is not founded on his family descent, but by the promise of God.  God said, as we found in Psalm 110, God has sworn, and will not change his mind, you are a priest forever.  So Jesus was made priest by way of a promise- a vow of the Father!  In other words, Jesus is made a priest by the word and power of God!  And this brings us to the 3rd reason that Jesus is greater. Not only was Jesus made priest by a vow and promise of God, He is a priest forever and his work as a priest will never end.  By the power of His indestructible life as v. 16 says, Jesus will never end his office.  He is the greatest, last and final of the great high priests.  By his indestructible life, His priesthood will never end.  He ever lives to intercede for us.  He will never be replaced, he will never die, and His work will never end.  That is the point made in 7:23.  There were many priests who had gone before, but they all died and were replaced by their son.  But Jesus hold the priesthood permanently because He lives forever.  Linking this point to Melchizedek, it is said that he has neither beginning of age or end of life.  Melchizedek does not have a genealogy listed- so we do not read of his birth or his death.  Like Melchizedek in the pages of Genesis, Jesus ever lives.  He is the eternal Son of God- and His work will never end.  Added to this, His word as a priest is perfect.  He is the perfect High Priest.  His work is done- accomplished once for all.  There is no repeating of His work- and no addition to His work necessary.  No more blood of bulls and once.  As 7:27 puts it- Jesus work done once for all when he offered up Himself.  So the eternal nature of the Son as priest and the sufficiency of His work proves that He is better, greater, and our complete savior.  As BC art. 21 puts it, Jesus offered himself for us on the tree of the cross in order to appease the wrath of God and offer full satisfaction.  Since Jesus is our only, final High Priest; the only one who lives forever and offered a fully sufficient payment, there is nothing more that is needed.  Here we can pause to rejoice in this truth. No more sacrifices- no more blood needs to be shed.  Atonement has been secured for us- full and free payment is granted!  Our never ending and eternal High Priest offered His own body in our place- shed His blood to secure our deliverance!  How important is this truth to you?  What worth or value do you place on the work of Jesus?  Shall we not say that everything else is worthless compared to the matchless worth of this truth?  We have a better hope- because we have a better Priest! 
But there are yet two more ways in which the ministry of Jesus is better and greater. So Jesus’ priesthood is older, based on an oath and his ministry is never ending.  Next, we find that Jesus has ushered in a greater covenant.  As 7:22 puts it, Jesus is a guarantor of a better covenant.  How is the New Covenant better than the Old?  Well, that is like comparing the law to the gospel!  The Levitical priesthood was filled with repetition.  There was no assurance, and the blood of bulls and goats were unable to secure forgiveness.  But now, in Christ, we have no repeats, no end to His work, and no canceling of His benefits.  We have complete and lasting salvation.  As 7:25 puts it, He saves us to the uttermost!  The Levites could not make God’s people perfect- but in Jesus we have a better hope!  By His eternal life and righteousness, He guarantees the blessings that He has secured for us!  And finally, the fifth reason that the ministry of Jesus is better is found in the location of His service.  Where does Jesus do His work as a priest today?  If Jesus were going to serve in an earthly temple in Jerusalem, there were already men to serve in this way.  As we find in Heb. 8:5- there were men who served the copy and shadow.  These men served in the physical temple constructed with human hands in Jerusalem.  These were a copy of the true, eternal temple which stands in heaven.  So then, since Jesus serves in the temple in heaven- or He is the temple in heaven- we can clearly see how He is superior to the earthly, shadow, temporary and pasting things.  So even the location of Jesus service proves His superiority!  To apply this, our BC art. says that we find all our comforts in His wounds and we have no need to seek or invent any other means to reconcile ourselves with God.  Since Jesus has supplied everything that we need, why would we look somewhere else?  We could say to our brothers who look for an earthly temple to be rebuilt- why would you want to go back to the shadows when the reality is here?!  And to those who try to establish their own righteousness based on their own works- why would you try to add to the perfection offered by Jesus Christ!  Nothing more is needed- and nothing else will do!  Nothing but the blood of Jesus can cancel all our sins!  
To conclude, we rightly say Christ is the greater!  He is the best!  Our only High Priest and our eternal King!  It was Melchizedek who resembled Christ- being greater than Abraham, Levi, Moses and Aaron.  To whom can we compare Him?  Jesus Christ is revealed as the greater Melchizedek who secures our complete atonement.  It is common for people to struggle with feelings of inadequacy.  We know that we are not enough- that we can’t do all that must be done.  But here in Christ we find thee all sufficient one!  Although Melchizedek’s name spoke of righteousness and peace, it is Jesus who actually secures our righteousness and peace!  Marvel at His greatness- and rejoice in the sufficiency of His work!   Look to the Lamb of God alone- for He can take away your sins!  
