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BC art. 2; Psalm 19; Rom. 1:18-25; How Our God Is Known I.  General Revelation II. Special Revelation
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, how do we know that God is?  Imagine that you wanted to prove that a person was real- that they existed.  Let’s say that you are in school and your teacher tells you to do a book report on this particular person.  Well, what can you find out about him?  If you wanted to know what he did- how would you go about doing your research?  Well, to prove that a person exists you could look at their works.  What have they done?  What mark did they leave in this world?  Did they build any buildings or perform any heroic acts?  You find out that this person did in fact build a very famous building.  What can you learn about the builder by looking at his work?  Some things- you would know that he did exist and he had some skill.  But not much more than that.  Now imagine that this person also wrote an autobiography!  Would you learn more about this person by touring the building they constructed- or by reading a book they had written about themselves?  In a similar way, today we find that our God can be known in two ways.  Last week we saw that God is- that there is a God who can be known.  This week we look at the ways in which He is known.  He is known by His works in creation- the building He has constructed.  But He is also more fully known in the book He wrote about Himself- the Bible.  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ reveals the God who can be known by His works and His Word. 
I.  General Revelation 
To begin, we start with what is called General Revelation.  The creation around us is a most elegant book formed by the hands of our God.    Creation is a beautiful book- it is bold in contrast and striking in its color.  As art. 2 puts it, we know God by the creation, preservation and government of the universe.  Psalm 19 begins by saying- the heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Creation is a constant and clear voice.  Not only in the making, but in the sustaining of all that has been made.  What mankind attributes to evolution and the Law of Nature is actually a clear and concise testimony from our God.  This language is universal.  It is spoken in a clear tongue that all can hear and should be able to understand.  As Psalm 19:2 puts it- day to day and night after night reveals knowledge.  The speech that creation gives is true and it is constant.  Creation’s voice is never quiet!  It goes out to all- and is heard by everyone.  As v. 3-4 continues- the voice of creation is heard throughout the world- to the end of the world.  No one can claim that they did not had the chance to hear- that their eyes were robbed of this light of creation- that their ears did not hear the song of creation.  The sun rises on the just and the unjust.  No nation is spared- no people are robbed of this testimony.  Now we know that the message of creation is limited- as we will see in a moment.  But the message remains clear- and the content of song of creation is one of great beauty!  Just to pause for a moment, it would do us all a great deal of good to spend more time in creation!  To spend more time listening to the song of creation- feeling the heat of the sun upon our face!  I know that the news is always bad news- and there are terrible events happening all around the world.  Yes, there are famines and flood and fires- this creation is in the pain of labor as it waits for the sons of God to be revealed and Jesus to come back!  But the fact remains, the creation is the handiwork of our God- and that work is beautiful!  If we would but turn off the news and go for a walk in the forest.  To see the cold grip of winter broken by the soft heat of spring!  To see the frozen, barren dirt pushed aside as the little snow drops, daffodils and crocus make their appearance.  This is good for the soul- to be reminded that God’s goodness is seen in creation!  And to be reminded that God remains God- and His hand still rules over creation.  He governs over all.  So as season changes to the next, as the sun rises and sets each day, as the oceans stay in their banks- we are reminded that God is still God and His order over all remains clear!  
But as good a blessing that creation is, the message that creation speaks remains limited.  Creation’s sermon tells us that there is a God and that He is very strong.  BC art. 2 says that God’s eternal power and deity are put on display.  So general revelation is sufficient to prove that God exists- and that God is powerful.  But what creation cannot do is tell us about our redemption.  There is no gospel found in the words of creation.  But the words of creation are still sufficient to leave us and all men without excuse.  The sermon of creation is limited in scope and content- but it remains clearly revealed- God is and this God is to be worshipped.  We find this in Psalm 19:1- creation declares the glory of God.  Elohim- the mighty one- the creator God is revealed.  So God is knowable- but only in His power and deity.  We find this applied in Rom. 1:18- as we read.  Creation serves only to condemn- the wrath of God is clearly revealed.  God is knowable from creation- but sinful man does not know or worship God as he should.  Instead- what man does is that he sees creation and instead of seeing the creator behind creation, he stops to worship creation itself!  As Rom. 1:25 continues- man worships creation, not the Creator!  This is a great injustice- and it stirs up the wrath of God!  Man in His sin refuses to see and believe what is true.  It is like a blind man who says there is no sun.  So the blind man closes his eyes- saying that he cannot see the sun.  Born in sin, he is blind.  But in rebellion, he closes his eyes to keep the light out!  Twice dead- both unable and unwilling to see the truth!  By reason of his inability and rebellion, he does not see.  But that does not give him an excuse- for the sun still shines even if you cannot and will not acknowledge it!  So fallen and rebellious man says there is no God- like the fool we read of last week from Psalm 53.  What we need is to be given the eyes of faith to see what is true!  Just as the sun lights the sky- so our God’s handiwork is clearly revealed all around us.  As Heb. 11:3 says, by faith we know that the universe was created by the Word of God.  So general revelation reveals that there is a God and this God is powerful.  Left without excuse, man needs an added message in order to know and see the truth.  This added revelation will help man honor God and worship Him- giving Him thanks for what He has made.  
II. Special Revelation
Having considered General Revelation, we now proceed to consider Special Revelation.  In addition to creation, our God has revealed himself in His Word.  The Bible is a most elegant book written by the finger of our God!  In our second point, we can be a little more brief as we will be focusing on the written Word of God next time.  But in our article, we find that God has made Himself more fully, openly and clearly known in His Word.  Creation speaks the truth, but the message is brief and limited.  The Bible, as the Special Revelation, is more fulsome and expansive.  God has revealed Himself as the God who is and the God who can be known.  His Word is love letter of sorts- telling us who He is and what He has done.  What He is doing, and what He is going to do.  In our reading from Psalm 19:7, instead of just knowing that there is a God we find out that His name is the LORD.  He is the covenantal God- the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  And again in v. 14- He is the LORD- our Rock and our Redeemer!  And if creation tells us of God’s power and leaves us without excuse, it is God’s Word that tells us of His mercy and reveals the way in which we can be saved.  So the content of God’s word is not only more expansive, it is also decidedly more gracious!  So in Psalm 19:7 we find the Law of God is perfect- it revives the soul, make one wise, rejoices the heart and enlightens the eye.  The Bible clearly exposes our sin- revealing our need for a savoir.  As v. 12 says- enabling us to discern our errors and keep us from presumptuous sins.  But not only do we find warning and rebuke, we also find blessings- great rewards.  So we find both law and gospel in the Word of God.  Warnings for those who rebel and the promise of blessings for those who walk in His way.  Added to this, we need the Special Revelation of God to find our solution to man’s deepest and most pressing need.  If creation leaves us without excuse- deserving the wrath of God.  It is in His Word that we find the way to escape this wrath that we deserve.  To put this another way, the person, name and work of Jesus Christ cannot be found in creation.  I had a coworker when I was younger who said to me- Nick, my church is the park where I walk every Sunday.  The reason he did not go to church is because, for him, creation was the church that he preferred.  The problem is, however, that no walk in the park will reveal the name of Jesus Christ!  Salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone is a message found only in God’s word!  So this man chose what he enjoyed over what he truly needed!  So although creation is clear and concise, it is also limited.  That is why we speak of the necessity of Scripture.  As art. 2 puts it, He makes Himself known in His Word as far as is necessary for us to know in this life, and so that He would be glorified and we might be saved.  So although the Bible is clear – and we fully know God in His Word; we do not know everything.  The necessity of the Bible means that we know what we need to know about God and about our salvation.  All that you need to know is here contained.  The Bible does not answer every question that we might ever have, but what it does reveal is true and sufficient.  The way to salvation is not hidden or secret- is it clearly revealed in this His Word!  God is not the unknowable God as the men of Athens assumed in Acts 17; rather He is clearly known by what has been proclaimed and revealed to us!  Added to this, creation will never be rightly interpreted without God’s Word.  The Bible serves as a manual that helps us understand creation.  As Calvin was known to say, the Scripture is the glasses through which we look to perceive and understand creation clearly.  We need to read the Bible to understand creation rightly. So when we put on the glasses of Scripture, we are able to see creation in the proper way and we are able to know God rightly.  This world around us is restored to its proper place.  Not something to be idolized, but something to praise God for!  Children, have you ever tried to watch a 3D movie without the special glasses on?  Well, looking at creation without God’s Word gives us a fuzzy picture.  But with the Bible in hand, the world in all is beauty comes into focus!  
To conclude, General Revelation is the background and foundation upon which Special Revelation is built.  We need to be brought forth in creation before our hands can receive and our minds understand this sacred book.  But it is also true that only with the aid of Scripture will we be able to rightly understand what we see in creation.  Creation convicts but does not convert as it is often said.  Praise God that what is needed for our salvation is also revealed to us in His Word!  Jesus Christ reveals the God who can be known by His works and His Word.  So may we receive this revelation and use it properly- to give God the glory!  
