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BC 37; Matthew 24:36-51; I Thes. 5:1-6; The Timing of This Day I.  Unknown II. Surprising II. Prayed For
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, a popular song when I was younger goes like this.  “The sun goes up, the sun goes down.  This old world keeps spinning around.”  I think this mentality nicely summaries the view of most people in our world.  Things go on as they always have.  Nothing really seems to change.  But there are moments in life that remind us that this world will not last forever.  Perhaps some of us older members will remember Y2K.  When we turned our calendars to the year 2000, some people were convinced that the world as we know it would end.  There have been people who have tried to predict the end of the world- to give us a date that would mark the end of this created order.  From the Mayans, to Nostradamus and on to Herold Camping.  But all of these have been proved wrong.  So today we come to the last article of the BC, as we are going to spend a few weeks on this article as we consider the end times.  Today we are going to focus on the timing of the end.  When will the day of judgement happen and how should we prepare?  When it comes to the end of the world, there are usually two responses.  First, some people think that every event is somehow a signal that we are getting close.  They live in extreme anxiety as they read the news every day.  The other extreme is that of apathy.  We can’t know when the end will come, and it is likely a long time away, so just live your life and don’t sweat it.  But today we will see that knowing the timing of Jesus return will help us remain vigilant as well as calm.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ reveals the timing of His return for the comfort of His people.
I.  Unknown 
In our first point, we see that Jesus reminds us that the timing of His return is unknown.  So the time of the end is not a specific date that has been revealed to men.  It cannot be timed out on your watch; it cannot be marked on the calendar.  The year has not been declared, the day has not been revealed.  Now there are certain things that have been revealed in Scripture.  Certain dates that were made known.  For example, the prophet Jeremiah foretold that the Babylonian exile would last 70 years in Jeremiah 25.  And Daniel would cling to this promise in Daniel 9 as he prayed for the Israelites to be restored to the promised land. But we do not receive the date of this timing in the Bible.  As we read in Matthew 24:36, no one knows- not even the angels or the Son of Man.  So all creatures are denied this specific knowledge concerning the date- it is unknown and hidden from us.  Now to be clear, we do know that the reign of Christ is said to be 1000 years in Rev. 20.  This is called the millennial reign of Christ- meaning that He rules as king for 1000 years during which Jesus will bind Satan and after which the day of Judgment will arrive and the White Throne will be set up.  But we take this 1000-year reign to be reference to the period that spans between the first and the second coming of Jesus.  So the 1000 years is not giving us a specific length but rather a symbolic reference to the current reign of King Jesus.  So then, the timing in which this 1000 year reign of Christ will end remains unknown to us.  Only God the Father knows- and when that time comes, Jesus will be sent back on the clouds of glory.
The reason that we have to keep this unknown timing before us is to help guard our hearts from the worry and anxiety that accompanies date setters.  Jesus warns us about these fake prophets in Matthew 24:5- there will be many false “christs” who claim to be someone important- and these will lead many people astray.  So the warning of Jesus is keeping us from being gullible- and getting duped by people who claim to be someone important.  Let God’s people not be naive- when Jesus returns we will all know it.  But until then, no man will have secret insight into the timing of His return.  Jesus also states that in the meantime, we should expect all sorts of difficult events to happen.  So in Matthew 24:7-8 Jesus says, there will be wars, famines, and earthquakes.  Don’t let these events cause you unnecessary anxiety.  These are just reminders that our world is fallen and affected by sin. These are the birth pangs reminding us that the world is pregnant- ready to give birth to a new world.  So the application of this truth is this- Jesus wants us to be calm and quiet in heart and soul.  We need not run around looking for signs that will help us decipher when Jesus will come back.  We must not trust another man to give us insight into the timing of Christ’s return.  Nor should we worry when the earth totters and sways- these things have happened before and they will happen again.  Wars have and will happen. Famine, flood, fire and earthquakes have occurred and will happen again.  Don’t lose heart.  Your salvation is not in danger- and your Savior remains firmly seated on His throne!  
II. Surprising 
But it must also be said- that the unknown timing of Christ return should not lull you into thinking that He will not return!  Unknown in timing does not mean that His return is uncertain!  For He will surely come again- with glory as we confess!  For not only is the return of Jesus unknown, it will also be a return that will surprise everyone.  Now a surprise can be either a good or a bad thing.  Someone who is not expecting anything for his birthday could really enjoy a surprise birthday party.  But for someone who is trying to avoid the cops, the sight of flashing lights in your rear view is a very unwelcome surprise. Jesus makes this point in Mt. 24:39- they were unaware that their destruction was at hand.  Jesus compares His return to that of the arrival of the flood in the days of Noah in v. 38. When Noah was building the ark, the people of his day were going on with their lives unconcerned and unprepared.  And when the ark was finished and the flood actually arrived, they were busy with their daily tasks like eating, drinking and even getting married.  They were busy with life- and even making plans for their own future on earth.  But suddenly, destruction came upon them.  The point Jesus is making is this- do not presume that you will live forever.  Don’t let current peace and prosperity lull you into complacency.  Do not live for today without any thought or preparation for tomorrow.  We find another illustration of this point in I Thes. 5:2- not only is the return of Jesus compared to the arrival of a flood; His return is also compared to a coming of thief in the night.  Again, people will be saying that all is well.  They will be enjoying peace and security, when suddenly Jesus will appear.  Without warning, like a thief in the night.  Now a thief in the night does not send you a text the day before to let you know when he is coming.  He does not give you a phone call when he is on the way.  No, his appearance is sudden and without warning.  When you least expect it.  But once it happens, there is no denying that this moment has arrived.  Those who were living when the flood arrived did not miss this event.  Those who have a thief break into their home will know it!  So it is, when Jesus comes back, His arrival will be visual and audible.  Every eye will see- and every ear will hear.  His return will not be a secret, gradual or hidden event.  But the whole world will see- the very sky will display His appearance.  Like lightning in the sky as Matthew 24:27 says.  Now this fact- that He will return suddenly- is something that should cause us to be sober and prepared.  As I Thes. 5:6 says- be sober and keep away.  Do not be drunk or drowsy- do not sleep and so be caught off guard.  Be ready- stay awake and prepared.  The unknown and sudden timing of Jesus’ return is a clear motivation toward holy living.  When Jesus comes back, what will He find you doing?  To prove this point- let me ask the children here.  If your parents go out on a date together- and they give you a list of things to do before they get home- is it wise to wait until the last moment to get those things done?  If they tell you to sweep the floor and wash the dishes before they get back home- but they do not tell you when they will arrive- would you try to wait until the last moment to do your chores?  That would be foolish- because you do not know when they arrive!  The unknown and sudden return of Jesus is a deterrence towards sin- and an encouragement towards obedience!  Instead of drunken stupor- or living in a sleepy haze- we are to be ready as v. 44 put it!  Live in constant obedience- ready to meet your savoir at a moment’s notice!  For those who are ready- who have their lamps trimmed if you will- the timing of the arrival of Jesus will be a pleasant surprise!  
II. Prayed For
Now then, since we understand that the return of Jesus is certain and it will be a delightful surprise for God’s people when it happens, would it not be fitting for us to eagerly long for this day?  Even praying that this day would come- soon?  Listen to these words of promise that Jesus gives in Rev. 22:7- behold, I am coming soon!  This is the promise of a certain and soon return of Jesus.  Indeed, Jesus is said to be standing at the door.  We are to eagerly wait for- and look forward to this day!  As our article puts it, the return of Jeus is a source of great comfort to the righteous!  The prospect of His return very pleasant.  So we should desire and even pray for this day to come.  Even as the church does in Rev. 22:20- Come Lord Jesus!  So Jesus is coming soon- and the church is praying for Jesus to come back- soon!  Now here, the word “soon” can mean today or many years from now.  As far as redemptive historical events, the work of Jesus complete are these: He has been born, died, rose, ascended and sits at His Father’s right hand.  He is now ruling over all and interceding for His people.  He continues to pour out His Spirit and gather His lost sheep.  When that last little lamb is gathered, then the time for His return will be at hand.  We do not know when this will happen- but every day we come closer.  As our article puts it- when the number of the elect is complete, our Lord will come.  So we all pray for this day to come- because we long to see our Savior’s face!  We want to see our elder brother and Lord appear on the clouds- to arrive and take us home!  In fact, the unknown time of His return is used by God to create a longing in our heart.  And old saying is that “absence makes the heart grow fonder.”  We pray for Jesus to come back- because we long to see His face and to be where He is!  Here again, we confess that the return of Jesus is a good news message for us!  As we read earlier in I Thes. 5:11- encourage one another with these words.  The certain and impending return of Jesus is designed to encourage us!  To fill our hearts with joy and gladness!  He sees your labor- and your work done in the Lord is not in vain!  Or as Mt. 24:46 says- blessed is the servant whom His master will find obeying Him when He comes.  I think this is an important reminder- for God’s people, the return of Jesus should not be scary or terrifying thought.  We are ready- prepared for this day because we already know the one sitting on the throne!  To see Jesus will be see a friend!  We need not fear His frown- for by grace we have already seen His smile!  
To conclude, when considering the events surrounding the end of the world, there is often a lot of speculation and conjecture.  But as God’s people, we can avoid both the anxiety and the apathy!  Jesus Christ reveals the timing of His return for the comfort of His people.  Behold, He is coming soon on the clouds!  Let God’s people rejoice in the promise and be ready for this day!  
