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Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we continue to consider the end times and return of Jesus Christ, today we focus on the actual moment of judgement.  As we saw last week, Jesus Christ will come back suddenly and without warning.  His return will catch many people unprepared as He visibly appears in the clouds.  At this moment, a great divide will take place.  It is this division that we focus on today.  The day in which Jesus Christ returns is called the Day of Judgement.  At the end of the 1000-year reign of Christ, He will come back to judge the living and the dead.  Now the concept of final judgment is not something that was new for the disciples to consider.  In fact, all the way back in Gen. 18, Abraham asked- “Will not the judge of the earth do what is right?”  Abraham was firm in his conviction that God will not sweep away the just with the unjust.  Although injustice may appear in our world today- the fact remains that God will do what is right!  In fact- God’s justice and truth demands a proper verdict!  So today we focus in the on the return of Jesus as the just judge.  In order to illustrate this point, Jesus says that His return will be like a shepherd who divides the flock.  This illustration would be easy to grasp for Christ’s disciples.  In an agrarian society, it was common for shepherds to mingle the flocks of sheep and goats during the day.  But at the end of the day a division would be made- only those sheep that belonged to a particular shepherd would be brought home into the fold.  Only the particular, purchased and chosen sheep would enjoy the care, guidance and protection from this shepherd.  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ will return to judge the living and dead for the comfort of His people.
I.  The Judge on His Throne 
In our first point, we consider the judge who is coming and the throne He will sit upon. So our reading from Mt. 25 says that the Son of Man will come in glory and He will sit on His glorious throne.  Now the glory of this throne and the one who sits upon it is hard to miss!  It is called the glorious throne.  Dan. 7 puts it like this- the ancient of days will take His seat.  His throne was fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire and a stream of fire came out from before him.  And the court sat in judgement- and the books were opened.  So the picture that Daniel gives is that this throne will be one of fire- glorious and awesome!  And the one sitting on this throne will have pure white clothes.  We also read in Rev. 20 that this throne itself will be white.  Here white means purity and power.  So the image before us is awe inspiring- and people should rightly tremble before Him.  Jesus’ will come back in His glory, power and might.  His angels will accompany him- and it will be quite a sight to behold!  We have to remember who this judge is.  The Son of Man is also the Son of God.  He is both shepherd and judge.  He is the just judge to be sure- glorious in power and accompanied by fire and His angels.  But He is more than that- He is also our savior!  The one sitting on the throne is known by us- and we are known to Him!  He is not some foreigner or stranger- but our dearly loved brother and friend!  And He will come to make a judgement- to declare His verdict on all men.  The work He will perform is that of separation.  As I said before, a shepherd knowns His sheep- and added to that- the sheep know the voice of their shepherd.  So Jesus will call His people to come- or the angels will carry His people and place them on the right hand.  And this judgement will be just, right and true.  There will be no deception here!  No hypocrite or liar will be able to pass from the left to the right.  No mask can conceal the identity of the sheep and the goat.  Jesus has the names of His people inscribed on His breastplate- or written in the Lamb’s Book of life.  Here again we are reading of the doctrine of election- that some are chosen by the Father and secured by the Son.  These sheep will be gathered together by the Son’s good will and made evident by His good declaration.  Now we have to be careful here- we should not envision that Jesus is just picking people like captains who pick their teams on the grade school playground.  You remember that process- that the two best players get to pick the people they want to be on their team.  There is favoritism at play- and the short, little kids get picked last.  That is not what is taking place here.  Jesus is not picking people because they are more athletic- rather His division is based on fact.  Who are members of His family- and who are not!  Jesus is not changing the rules- if you will. Rather He is making evident what is already true!  Who belongs to Him- and who does not!  Who loves and trusts Him- and who does not!  Who has been washed in His blood- and who still stands in their sin unconfessed!  (Ezek. 34:17-24)
II. The People Gathered Before Him 
As we continue, Jesus will come back as the judge.  He will be accompanied by His angels- and the angels will swiftly gather all people before Him.  So who is it that will be gathered?  The answer is- everyone!  As we find in Mt. 25:32- all people will be gathered.  All nations will appear before him.  This includes both the living and death.  Both the just and the unjust.  The young and the old, the rich and the poor.  Both Jew and Gentile.  Every person ever born- or ever to be born before this day- will appear.  No one will be missing- and not one will be left out.  Although heaven and earth will flee from His presence- the fact remains that none will escape their summons.  As our BC art. states- Christ will come with great glory to declare Himself the judge of the living and the dead.  Although we often hear of people skipping their court dates today- where people jump their bond and flee their court appearance- this will not be possible on this day!  No amount of hiding will enable you to escape!  We will all stand before this great, white throne!  We will all look upon the face of this the Son of Man!  Matthew 13 tells of a parable that illustrates this point as well.  The world is like a giant field- where both the weeds and the wheat are allowed to grow together.  Both the just and the unjust- both the sheep and the goats will be gathered before Him on that day.  And then Jesus will begin the work of separation- there will be division that takes place.  Within the mass of humanity, there will be two groups that will be separated one from the other.  Notice that there are only two options- you will either be placed on the right hand or the left.  Your group will be that of the sheep or the goats.  There is no third option- and you cannot skip out on this day.  So Jesus will separate out the goats from the sheep in Matthew 24:33.  The goats will go to the left and the sheep will be placed on Jesus’ right.  Now it is clear that this distinction will be evident, clear and based on truth as we have seen.  The goats- we will call the reprobate.  These one who are placed on the left side of Jesus are known for two things.  They do not have faith and they did not obey.  Their names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life, and they did not obey and serve Jesus.  As Mt. 25:42 puts it- you did not feed me, visit me or minister to me.  So their lack of faith is made evident by their lack of obedience.  They remained in their sins, outside of Christ and are clearly identified as wicked.  On the other hand, Jesus will place His sheep on the right side.  As you know, the right side is the place of blessings and honor.  These people, His sheep, are known for their faith and their obedience.  They have their names written in the Lamb’s blook of Life- and their living obedience proves that they are His people.  As Mt. 25:36 says, these people ministered to others and thus they were seen as ministering to Christ.  These people have a living faith in Jesus!  These ones looked forward to His return and were prepared for His arrival!  They were grafted into Christ by faith and produced the fruit of righteousness.  So to be clear, the distinction between the sheep and the goats will be evident in two ways.  They are different species and they act differently. They are different in who they are and in what they do.  So God’s people are known by their faith and their love for one another- think hospitality and service as we saw last week.  Those who are born again will produce fruit.  But the enemies of Christ are known for their hatred of Him and refusal to bow the knee.  These remain in their sins- and their wicked deeds along with their lack of obedience prove the state of their heart!  So by your fruit or deeds you will be known.  
III.  The Sentence Declared
After this separation, the sentence will then be declared.  Now remember that there are two books or two records that we find in Rev. 20:12. There is the Book of Life or the Lamb’s Book of Life which records the name of every person who will be saved.  Jesus has a list of everyone whom He has died for- all the elect- and if you name is not found in this book then you are not one of His sheep.  But there are other books opened as well. These are the books of the conscience.  These other books are records of everything you have ever said or done.  A person will receive according to their actions in this regard.  So the extent of your blessing or the magnitude of your suffering is linked to manner of your living today.  Or as our BC art. puts it, the books will be opened, and everyone will be judged according to the things they did- whether good or ill.  All will have to give an account of every word that they have spoken.  So although it is true that our salvation is not based on our works- it is also true that our works will be rewarded in the life to come.  As Rev. 20:13- we will be judged according to what we have done.  So then, Jesus will say to the goats in Mt. 25:41- away from me, I never knew you.  Depart from me, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire.  As Rev. 20 echoes- the wicked will be consigned to the same end as the Devil and his beast.  These all will be cast into the lake of fire.  This stinging rebuke will again be just- it will be well deserved.  And it will also be final.  There is no recourse for appeal- no possibility to have this verdict overturned or cast out.  There will be no defense against this declaration- as their own conscience will convict them of this truth.  For these, the day of Judgement will be a day of crisis!  Their end will be that of eternal suffering and sorrow.  Where the fire will not be extinguished, their thirst will not be quenched, and their suffering will have no reprieve or end.  Going back to the parable of the weeds and the wheat- the weeds will be bound up and cast into the fire.  But not so the wheat!  The wheat will be gathered up and brought into the barn!  For as awful a verdict that the goats will receive, the sheep will receive a verdict of joyful delight!  As Mt. 25:34 says to those on the right hand the King will say, come you blessed by My Father into the Kingdom prepared for you!  The elect sheep will be embraced and praised- they will enjoy the glory of dwelling in God’s presence!  These will be welcomed into their eternal home!  Everything wicked and sad will be removed- and every joy and gladness will be received!  The joy these sheep will experience is greater than any mind can comprehend!  We will return to this concept of heaven and glory in a few weeks- but suffice it to say that whatever the best experience you can have on earth only pales in comparison to the glory that will one day be revealed!
To conclude, the day of judgement is a source of great anxiety if you do not know who the judge is or what standard He will use!  But for the sheep, the return of the good shepherd only contains the promise of a glorious future!  The judge of all the earth will do what is right!  No miscarriage of justice will occur- and no one will be placed in the wrong camp!  Jesus Christ will return to judge the living and dead for the comfort of His people.  So may we all be ready for this day- living a life of faith and obedience as we look forward to seeing our Good Shepherds face!  
