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BC Art. 3; II Peter 1:16-21; Luke 1:1-4; The Written Word of God I.  Its Divine Author II. Its Human Writers
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what power or authority does your favorite book have over you?  Well, the best books are those that inspire us- books that we remember and think upon often.  For example, if you enjoy reading the Chronicles of Narnia, you could say that these words of C.S. Lewis are inspirational.  You feel good- you are in a good frame of mind after you read your favorite book.  But today, we are considering the Bible- and we speak about the Bible as being inspired by God.  In order to avoid confusion, when we talk about the inspiration of sacred Scriptures, we are not saying that the Bible is inspirational.  That may be true- the Bible is inspirational- but the inspiration of Scripture says more about its author and less about how we respond to it.  The Bible is inspired by God- regardless of how the reader responds to the Bible or feels after reading it!  Even more specifically- the Bible is God breathed!  But what parts of the Bible are God breathed?  What words of the Bible did God write?  Did God write the 10 Commandments?  He sure did- with His very finger on a tablet of stone. But which words of the Bible have authority today?  Perhaps you have a Red-Lettered Bible at home- these red letters tell you that Jesus spoke these very words.  So it must be that these red lettered words are more important than the regular, black lettered words of the Bible- right?  So today we return to the BC to consider the written word of God.  We ask ourselves this question- where does the Bible come from?  How is it that we have this Book with all 66 smaller books within it- bound together in our hands today?  Is there some unifying fact that binds these books together?  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ delivers God’s holy and inspired Word to the church.
I.  Its Divine Author 
We start in our first point by considering the Divine Author of this Book.  How it is that God has written this book and every word comes to us from His lips?  We start with the negative.  The Bible is not written by the will of man.  As we read in II Peter 1:21- no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man.  So the Bible, as recorded prophecy, does not have man as the fountain and source.  The Bible is not a collection of human wisdom- it is not a book of man’s wise saying.  The Bible is not like Asaph’s Fables- or proverbs from around the world.  Unfortunately, some people view and use the Bible like it is.  If you have question, the Bible is simply an answer book that other people have found helpful.  The Bible is a collection of facts- unrelated pieces of information.  The Bible is one source among many- a voice of reason to be considered.  Many use the Bible like a Google search bar- I wonder what the Bible says about this?  There are many people who view the words of Jesus as collection of human wisdom.  Jesus was a really good teacher and a wise counselor.   If everyone would just live like He taught- we would all get along.  Others view the Bible as powerful tool for control.  The Bible is seen as a grand form of propaganda.  A way for those in authority to control the masses- as the communist would put it.  But as our text makes clear, the Bible does not come from man nor it is the product of man’s will.  Man does not control what the Bible is or what the Bible says.  Man does not have power over the Word of God!  
Rather, as II Peter 1:21 continues, the men who wrote the Bible spoke from God!  The Bible has God as it’s source!  The Bible comes from the will of God- is a revelation of God- and is rightly called God’s Word!  The Bible is not man’s word- but God’s Word!  Coming from God, the Bible has divine authority.  His word is to be received and submitted to- not considered and questioned!  You cannot take it or leave it when it comes to the Bible!  II Tim. 3:16 parallel’s this truth by stating- all Scripture is God breathed.  The Bible is breathed out by God- coming from God!  That is why we confess that the Bible is inerrant and infallible!  It is perfect and true in purpose and content.  There are no errors- and it will not lead you astray.  This is possible only if the Bible is from God!  Added to this, we confess the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit when it comes to the divine authorship.  Going back to II Peter 1:21, the Bible was written by the will of God and by the direct working of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit carried men along- so that they wrote the very words that God wanted them to write.  The Spirit brought these men from point A to point B- so that the will of God would be recorded in verbal form.  The image we find in II Peter 1 is of a ship being carried along the surface of the water- driven by the wind from open water into the port of destination.  So the Spirit was driving or carrying these men to the point of His choosing.  Blown into the way that the Spirit desired.  We can pause here for application.  Since this is true- since the Bible is the product of God’s will and the Spirit’s work- we are to receive His Word as such.  As Peter warns in 1:20- no prophecy comes from someone’s own interpretation.  We are not free to come up with our own interpretation of the Bible- because the Bible means what God wants it to mean- and the Bible says what God wants it to say!  We are not over the Word as judges- but rather, we receive the Word of God and submit to it!  And again in II Peter 1:16- the Bible is not a list of myths and fables; rather it is word of power!  Do you expect me to believe that Jonah lived in the belly of a fish for 3 days?  That Jesus rose from the dead after 3 days and that He ascended into heaven?  Do you expect me to believe that my sins can be forgiven by the shedding of Jesus’ blood on the cross?  Yes- these things are true!  So that Bible has the power and authority of God standing behind it!  This means that we must handle the Word as it is- seeing it as the very Word of God!  Or as II Peter 1:19 says- a very sure word that you do well to pay attention to it!  Ignore the Bible to your own peril!  The Bible is a sure word to be received- believed- because it is the Word of God!  More than that- it is a Word from God for our Good!  As BC art. 3 says- because of God’s special care for us and our salvation!  Why did God give us His Word?  Why did He record and preserve these words?  For us and our salvation!  The content of the gospel is here recorded- and this context is really good news!  A message for our benefit!  You can be saved!  Or as II Tim. 3 says- Scripture is God-breathed and profitable- useful for us!  These words benefit us!  More than helping us live a better life, they reveal the way of salvation!   So the Bible has the authority of God- it is power of God unto salvation as Rom. 1 puts it.  These words are the standard for true doctrine and the power for true life.  Every word- every letter is from God and is to be received as such!  Believe them to your blessing- reject them to your peril!  So it is- what binds this book together is that this book in its entirety has been authored and breathed out by God!  
II. Its Human Writers
And yet- the Bible is book that has various human writers as well!  The Bible was not delivered complete by God as a special delivery carried by angels.  The Bible was not discovered complete in inner sanctuary- having been written by God only to be found at some later date.  No, although the Bible is clearly the product of God’s will, it is also the product of man’s hand recorded over many years.  As art. 3 puts it, God commanded His servants, the prophets and apostles, to commit His Word to writing.  We believe the progressive revelation- God revealed more and more over time.  There is a progressive clarity that comes over the ages.  God at first spoke directly to His patriarchs and passed down knowledge of His will verbally for generations.  And then, starting with Moses, God committed this revelation to a recorded word to be preserved for the generations.  So Moses recorded the first 5 books of the Bible- and on through the ages until John recorded the words of Revelation. We could say that the Bible is a Divine book with human pages.  Or it is a book given by God to man by the hands of men.  Perhaps our children memorized it this way.  Who wrote the Bible?  The answer is- chosen men inspired by the Holy Spirit.    Now the manner in which this recording took place is significant.  There were times when God dictated- telling people exactly what to write as we find on the top of Mt. Sinaia.  God literally inscribed the first tablet with his own finger- and then Moses would later inscribe the Law on tablets of stone after he broke the first ones.  But when it comes to the writing of the various book, God did not override or supersede the interest and abilities of those who were writing.  The prophets and apostles were not like robots who simply recorded what they heard- that is called mechanical inspiration.  Rather, God used each man’s own interests and ability to record the very words that He saw fit. This is called organic inspiration.  We can see this when we read the writing of Paul or Peter- or compare the writing of Matthew to Mark or Luke.  The same event may be recorded, but the words used and the description of each event may have different focus or emphasis.  God by the Spirit was carrying each man along- enabling each man to record the very words that He wanted to record- while preserving their unique voice.  This is evident in our own lives as well.  God works both in and with His people.  He does not make us mindless robots that go through the motions.  We are inanimate rocks that have no life.  Nor are we cogs in a machine that simply spins a gear.  Rather, God is pleased to preserve our personal responsibility while He continues to reign and rule over all.  Nothing happens by chance- all things happen as He designs.  This applies to the recording of Scripture as well.  So, as we read in Luke 1:1, Luke has a desire to record certain events- to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished.  So Luke may have interviewed people or taken notes.  He investigated these events and spoke to people who saw them firsthand.  But it is also true that the Holy Spirit was working through Luke- so that these words recorded are the very words that God wanted recorded- Not one word was left out and not one word was added that should be left out.  All Scripture is God breathed.  So the human writers of the Bible in no way undermine its authority.  Even as Luke 1:4 says- so that you may have certainty concerning the things that you have been taught.  The goal is certainty- to build our confidence and strengthen our faith!  Indeed, having a multitude of witnesses only serves to strengthen the case!  The diversity and variety of the various accounts- the different writing types and the collection of authors adds to the beauty of God’s Word!  We have poems by David and Solomon.  Narratives from Moses and Matthew.  Letters from Paul and Peter.  All these different men, settings and time.  And yet- God speaks!  With a special care for us and our salvation, The Word of God is the revelation of God in written form.  
To conclude, although the 10 commandments were written by the finger of God- the fact remains that all Scripture is God breathed and useful.  These men spoke not by their own imagination but were carried along by the Spirit.  This word is profitable- to be used for the training and instruction- for teaching, rebuking and correcting.  This book is holy and divine Scripture!  Jesus Christ delivers God’s holy and inspired Word to the church.  Our gracious God does not leave us groping around in the dark, but His Word shines upon our path!  So we can know Him and know how we might be saved!  
