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BC art 5; I Thes. 2:13; Heb. 2:12-13; The Authority of Scripture I.  We Receive These Books II. We Believe These Books
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, do you know why these 66 books are included in the Bible?  Have you ever wondered why some books made the cut and others did not?  Well, our BC art. 5 which we have just read seeks to answer that question for us.  In our series through the BC, we are in the middle of the perfections of Scriptures.  In BC 2- we saw that the Bible is necessary.  In BC 7 we will see that the Bible is sufficient.  Today- in BC 5- we find that the Bible has authority.  And when we speak of the authority of Scripture, we are not saying that the Bible is one source of authority, but rather the Bible is the final source of authority.  Last time we saw that all Scripture is God breathed.  But how do we know which books are included in this category of “all Scripture?”  Is there some standard that can be applied to these books to prove that they are inspired?  Or in the negative, is it possible that some books have been left out of the Bible that should be included?  Could we find a lost book of the Bible in a cave in the Middle East- that should have been inserted?  So today we are considering the Authority of the Bible.  The Bible gives way to no one- if the Bible says it, we are to receive it and believe it!  But where, then does the Bible get its authority?  From man or from God?  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ gives us the Word which has the authority of God Himself.  
I.  We Receive These Books 
In our first point we see that this book- the Bible- is to be received from the hand of God as God’s very Word.  Our reading from I Thes. 2:13 makes this point.  Paul was thanking God for the fact that the church in Thessalonica was receiving the Word of God as it was supposed to be received.  Note that the saints received the word.  The church did not authorize or approve the word- as if they had the right of judgment over it.  Rather they simply received it- the words that Paul spoke and the letters that were delivered to the church from Paul were received as the Word of God.  Added to this reception, they also accepted it.  It was placed in their hands and embraced in their hearts.  Paul commends them for this fact- because as v. 13 continues, this reception and acceptance were right and proper because these words- these books really are the Word of God. The church was able to identify this fact- these books and messages were not the words of man but from+ God Himself!  The apostles had been authorized by God to speak God’s Word.  And in humble obedience, they received and accepted them as such!  So it is, the church is to receive these 66 books as the canonical books of God.  This is a humble act and it takes faith- to see the Bible as it really is!  This book is not the works of man but of God Himself!  
But why do we only have 66 books.  The church did not receive a list from God as such.  The earliest recording we have of these 66 books in a listed form is from the Easter Letter of Athanasius in 367AD.  This complete list of 66 books was later affirmed by the church council of Hippo in 393 AD.  But the church had received and largely agreed on this list before this point.  So what standard did the early church apply?  Well, here again, we remember that not only did the Thessalonians, but the early Chrisitan church as a whole, would receive and accept these books as the very Word of God.  It was clear to them that these books were different- set apart if you will.  So our BC art. 5 puts it like this- the Holy Spirit testifies in our hearts that they are from God.  It was the work of the Holy Spirit to bring to mind all that Christ said and did- but it was also the work of the Spirit to preserve God’s Word and make it clear to the church that this was in fact the very Word of God!  As John 10 put it, the sheep know the voice of their shepherd.  We know that the Bible is from God because we can tell that this book is the voice of God!  Those who deny that the Bible is God’s Word prove that they do not know the sound of the Good Shepherd’s voice!  And again, in John 8:47- whoever is of God hears the word of God.  So the Spirit impresses this truth upon us.  By faith, we are able to tell that this really is God’s Word.  Added to this, what does the Bible say about itself?  Well, the Bible says that the Bible is God’s Word- God breathed and being God’s voice.  Those who belong to God can testify to this fact.  So the first way in which we can tell that these books are different- inspired by God- is that we hear God’s voice as we read these words.  BC art. 5 continues with a second mark.  A second way in which we can tell that this book is holy and canonical is in the way that it is self-authenticating.  This book proves within itself that it is true and that it is from God.  Particularly when it comes to prophesy and their fulfillment.  We are able to see that the things predicted in them do happen.  There is no other book written by man that is able to predict events that will happen.  Although it may be possible to predict some things that might happen in the future, this is little more than guessing and getting some thing right.  But the shear amount and specificity of the prophesies in the Bible prove that it is from God.  As Jesus said in Luke 24- these things must be fulfilled which were written about me.  For example, the Bible has over 300 direct prophesies concerning the person, name, timing and work of Jesus Christ.  From where He will be born, where He will be raised and where He will be crucified. There are specific names of rulers foretold hundreds of years before that ruler would be born.  There is the specific time frame given for the Egyptian captivity, wilderness wondering and even how many years Israel would be in Babylonian captivity as well.  So people, times and places are all foretold- and not one of these prophecies have been broken.  Every event has or will happen- just as God promised.  So we can see that the Bible is from God because only God knows and controls the future.  
The church then, receives these books as they are- the very Word of God.  The church does not make the Bible- but rather the Bible makes the church.  The church simply acknowledges what is true.  We are not free to add to this Word- or take away from it.  As warning at the end of Rev. 22 makes clear.  If anyone adds to the words of the prophecy of this book. God will add to him the plagues described in this book.  If anyone takes away from the works of the book of this prophecy, God will take away His share in the tree of life and in the holy city.  The canon is closed- and the church cannot add or subtract from it.  But rather, blessed are those who hear!  Blessed are those who receive and accept this Word as it!  The authority of this book is rooted in the testimony of God; not in the judgment of man.  As Prov. 30:5 clarifies; “every word of God proves true; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  Do not add to His words, lest He rebuke you and you be found a liar.”  The authority of God’s word is both comprehensive and unique.  It covers all areas of life and nothing else has the right to direct all the things of faith.  As Rev. Thomas puts it- non can rival or override the authority of God’s Word.  Children, how many Bibles do you think you have at home?  3- 5- 10?  The fact that we have so many Bibles- such ease of access- often brings about a lack of appreciation.  We take our Bibles for granted.  We assume everyone has one- but do we see this book as the gift that it is?  The very Word of God!  
II. We Believe These Books
Now that the authority of God’s word has bene explained- where we are to receive and accept it- in our second point we find that we must not only receive and accept- but we must also believe and submit to it as well!  The authority of the Bible is to be submitted to- since it is God’s Word!  As John 17 says, “Your word is Truth.”  Since God’s word is true, it is to be believed as true!  Stated in the word of our article, we receive these books for the regulation, founding and establishment of our faith.  So the Bible remains the foundation of our faith- and it is by the Bible that our faith grows and is strengthened.  As Jesus also said in John 17:17- Your word is truth, and sanctify them in the truth!  So the Bible is not only true, it is the means by which we are sanctified.  Every doctrine contained within must be believed.  Stated negatively, if the Bible is silent on a matter, your conscience cannot be bound.  No one should try to force you to do something that is not taught in the Bible or contradicts the Bible- and at the same time- you must never reject anything that is taught in the Bible.  So it is Scripture alone- sola Scriptura- that reveals how we can be saved and how the saved are to live.  The Bible is the final authority to which we appeal.  Everything it says must be believed.  To be clear, the Bible is not an independent object that has authority apart from God.  Rather, the Bible is an instrument in the hand of God- used by Him- as His Word- and that Word is powerful.  The gospel is the power of God unto salvation as Rom. 1 says.  The Bible is an instrument in the hands of God- a powerful weapon.  The Holy Spirit works through the Word.  Jesus speaking through the Word.  The Father’s will revealed in the Word.  Here I want to turn to Heb. 4:12-13 again.  The power of God’s Word is evident in its ability to move us.  Heb. 4 says- the Word is living and active, sharper than a sword.  The Bible is able to pierce through the darkness, expose our sin and convict us.  The Bible discerns the thoughts and intentions- nothing is hidden from its light.  The Bible is used to expose the truth- revealing what we really think and who we really are.  There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed.  You cannot hide from the Word- not only is it light upon our path it is also a light that shines upon our hearts.  The Bible also gives life- light to the eyes.  Powerful and active, able to bring life to the dead!  The Word or breath of God is that power of God that breathes life into dead bones- raising them up again a mighty army as in Ezekiel 37.  Lets read from Jeremiah 23:29. Here the Word of God is compared to a fire and a hammer.  Fire has the power to destroy and purify.  A hammer can break down and build up.  So it is, that the Bible is useful for rebuking, correcting and training.  To expose sin and rebuke us; but also encourage and comfort us. Lets pause and take a step back.  Last time we saw that the Word of God is necessary.  We need what the Bible has- without the Word we would be left in our darkness and ignorance.  Today we see that the Bible has the authority of God Himself.  It is His Word- His message to us.  Being God’s Word, the Bible has the right to tell us how we are to live.  What we are to do in order to be saved!  But praise God- the Bible not only has authority is has power!  The Power of God unto salvation!  The word that we received is the Word that is at work.  Going back to our text from I Thes. 2:13- the word that was received and accepted is also the Word that is at work in you!  The Word was at work in the believers.  And this work would be completed.  The Word of God is powerful and effective.  As Isaiah 55 puts it, the Word sent out from God will not return empty.  The word will carry out the purpose that God designs for it.  And what is God’s will for you?  Your salvation and sanctification.  So then, if the Bible is from God and carries both authority and power, are there areas of your life that you have yet to put under this authority and power?  Your hobbies- or how you spend your free time?  The way you work and the way you relax- and the way we worship- all fall under the authority of God’s Word.  
To conclude, the power and authority of God’s Word go hand in hand.  Without authority, the Bible would not have the right to tell us anything.  Without power, the Bible could not change anything and would do us no good.  But as it is, the Bible is the power of God sent with the authority of God.  A living word that is active in our lives.  Jesus Christ gives us the Word which has the authority of God Himself.  The grass may wither and the flowers will fall, but the Word of the Lord endures forever.  Although there are other areas of authority in our world- the Bible is the supreme authority to which we appeal.  If God said it in His Word, we are to receive it and believe it!  
