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Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, a common link shared by all heresies and sects in our world today is that they all add to the Bible.  Although they all claim to abide by the Bible, they also have other books or teachings that trump what the Bible says.  So the 7th Day Adventist have the writing of Ellen White; the Jehovah’s Witness have the writing of Charles Russel; and the Mormons have the Book of Mormons written by Joseph Smith.  Even the Muslims claim that Jesus was one of their prophets, but not the last nor the greatest of their prophets.  So it is, that a true Christian is known by their allegiance to the Bible alone- and to Jesus as the perfect and final prophet.  As Heb. 1 says- in these last days, God speaks to us by way of His Son.  This week we bring to a conclusion our study of the perfections of Scripture in the Belgic.  BC 2 reveals the Necessity of Scripture; BC 5 speaks to the Authority of Scripture; and today in BC 7 we find the Sufficiency of Scripture.  So we consider this theme: the Word of Jesus Christ is revealed as the only and sufficient source of eternal life.  
I  The Source of Life 
In our first point, we consider that the Word of God is our only source of life.  In our reading from John 6, we find that many disciples are leaving Jesus.  Jesus has just taught about the need to eat His flesh- to feed on Jesus- in order to have life.  This teaching was hard to understand and difficult for many to accept.  True sustenance is found by partaking of Christ- feeding on Him alone!  So many of those who had followed Jesus left him in v. 66.  So Jesus turned to his disciples and he asked them- do you want to leave me as well?  To this question, Peter responds that Jesus alone has the words of eternal life.  So in v. 68, Peter acknowledges the truth of our BC art. 7.  The words of Jesus are the words of eternal life.  Stated as a question, where else can we go?  What other source of authority- what other teacher- where else can we find words of power and life?  The answer is- nowhere!  No one else has the words of life!  The Word of Jesus is the singular source!  No other book contains these words.  Notice also what Jesus says in v. 63- the words that He spoke were words of spirit and life.  And again in v. 68- these are the words of eternal life.  Once more in v. 69- we have come to know the truth- by believing these words from the Son.  So in this passage, the power and sufficiency of God’s Word is made clear.  First, the source of life is singular.  You alone have the words of life.  Second, this word is means of grace.  By the Word, they believe.  And third, this word is powerful and effective.  By receiving these words, the disciples have eternal life.  From this we can see that everything we need to know is here contained- and nothing that we need to know is left out.  The truth is here sufficiently revealed- this Word completely contains the revealed will of God.  No other teacher has the word of life!  No other book reveals the way to eternal life.  So let me ask you- where do you go for life?   Where do you look for the words that bring eternal life?  There are many things that people look to- objects and places people set their hearts on to give them meaning, purpose, happiness and comfort.  But there is only one place, one source, one person who has the word of life!  One of the most basic questions that mankind asks is this- what is life about?  What is the meaning of life?  Well, Jesus has the words of life- that reveal what life is all about and where life can be found!  
Now to be clear, this article is not saying that the Bible answers every question that we might ever have.  The sufficiency of Scripture only applies to the specific focus that God has given to Scripture.  So what does the Bible teach us?  Everything we need to know for our salvation- as art. 7 says- what must be believed in order to be saved.  Added to this, the Bible teaches us what manner of service that God requires of us is described at great length as well.  In other words, how we are to worship and serve God as well.  So we are to expect to find in the Bible these two things.  First, what we are to believe in order to be saved and second, and second what kind of worship is pleasing and acceptable to God.  How are we to worship and live now that we have been saved.  So the Bible is not an all-inclusive answer book meant to satisfy our every curiosity.  It is not a book of mathematics, medicine or mechanics.  Rather, what is necessary for us to believe and how we are to live as believers.  To be clear, there are principles that will be applied to all areas of life.  We will learn how to be a Christian carpenter or Chrisitan teacher, but the content of how to frame a house or drive a car is not the subject matter.  But what it does says and where it does speak, the Bible remains perfect and true. What we need to know is here contained.  Nothing that is needed for our salvation is lacking.  Receiving this as true, Paul gives us a rather pointed warning in Gal. 1:7- do not accept or receive any other gospel.  (Gal. 1:6-9)  There is only one gospel- every teaching that contradicts or adds to what the Bible says is called another gospel- which is no gospel at all.  Or as Dt. 12:32 says, “everything I command you to do, you shall be careful to do.  You shall not add to it or take from it.”
As an aside, our BC art. 7 warns us against adding to or taking away from the Word of God.   The authority and sufficiency of God is clear.  We reject the teaching of men- and we refuse to look to the writings of men for the truth which is found in God’s Word alone.  What then are we to make of our own Creeds and Confessions.  Is BC art.7 undermining the authority of the BC?  Why should we trust what Guido DeBres says- or why even bother reading our own creeds and confessions if the Bible is sufficient?  That is a very good question.  To answer this point, we are confessional Christians. Meaning that we subscribe to the 3 Forms of Unity.  These confessions, like the Belgic, are not a parallel or alternative form of authority.  We embrace the 3 Forms of Unity because they agree with Scripture- being built upon the one foundation of God’s Word.  So our confessions are faithful summaries of what the Bible teaches- they are not bringing something new to the table and are in no way replacing what the Bible says.  As BC art. 7 makes clear, the wrings of men are never considered to be of equal value with divine Scripture.  The truth of this Word is above everything else.  
II. Testing the Spirits 
But this fact is not designed to isolate or segregate God’s people.  BC art. 7 is not teaching us to get rid of every other book- nor to reject every other human teacher.  You sometime hear people talk like this- just me any my Bible.  Just me and Jesus.  I don’t need church, We don’t need those confessions.  I don’t need anyone else to teach me- I just fine by myself.  Just give me my Bible and leave me alone.  But that is not how God works.  God has put us in the context of the communion of the saints- and Eph. 4:11 makes clear.  “God gave us apostles, prophets evangelists, shepherds and teachers to equip the saints the build up the body of Christ.”  So clearly, God continues to use other people and the teaching of other men in order to help us- to make us mature, built up and equipped for service.  Without questioning the authority and sufficiency of Scripture, we still have other sources of instruction and teaching.  So how are we to know if this teaching is good?  Well, in our second point we see the call to test the spirits.  As we saw in Gal. 1, we are to compare the content of this teaching with the truth of the gospel.  Does this teaching align?  Our reading from I John 4 makes this same point.  Do not believe every spirit.  Do not trust everyone who says that they are Chrisitan.  There are wolves who are disguised as sheep.  Rather, test the spirits to see whether they are from God.  Don’t believe everything you hear.  There are many false prophets- false teaches in this world today.  Well, how are we to test the spirits?  The content of true teaching and preaching is clear.  Are they preaching that Jesus is the and has come from God?  Start with Christology- do they have a Biblical view of the person and work of Christ?  Is the gospel message they are speaking true to the one gospel revealed in Jesus Christ?  Saved by grace through faith in Christ alone?  The writing of men are to be judged- with discernment and discretion.  The writings of Scripture must be believed- accepted and submitted to.  That is the difference.  We need to be like the Bereans of Acts 17.  (Acts 17:10-12)  As they listened to Paul, they received the word with eagerness, but they also examined the Scriptures to see if these things were so.  Today, that would be like listening to a sermon with your Bible open.  Following along in the Bible to see if these things are so.  Discretion and discernment are necessary when listening to the teaching of others.  Testing this teaching to see if it aligns with God’s word.  
III. Receiving the Messenger
And if these words do not align, you are to expose them as false.  Listen to the words of II John 1:10- if anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your home or give him any greeting.  Do not welcome false teachers- do not give them a hearing. Just as bad company corrupts good morals, so bad teaching corrupts good theology.  Be careful who you listen to- be careful who you follow and whose teaching you align with.  Social media is filled with bad teaching.  Not only ignorant- but outright rebellious people who are trying to undermine your faith.  To shipwreck your belief!  Young people, you have to be very careful when it comes to following people.  The more you hear or see something, the less offensive it becomes and the more acceptable it seems.  So do not receive these false teachers into your home- or into your heart!  We need to be diligent- but not hyper critical.  And even when it comes to good and godly teachers, we can acknowledge that they too will make mistakes.  There is world of difference between false teachers who are corrupt and godly teachers who occasionally make mistakes.  For example, men like John Calvin, R.C. Sproul or Louis Berkhof are great resources.  Good and faithful teachers.  But even these men were not inspired!  The best preachers of today are not inerrant and infallible!  They make mistakes as you all know.  BC. Art. 7 says that even the godliest of men and their writings must not be considered equal to the divine writings.  This truth will help keep men humble- but it will also help others to be patient with their short coming as well.  Interestingly, even Apollos in Acts 18 needed further instruction.  So in Acts 18, Apollos was an eloquent man who was competent in the Scriptures.  A fervent preacher who spoke accurately, but he only knew of the baptism of John.  So Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and explained the way of God more accurately to him- and Apollos went on to great help those who had believe as he powerfully refuted the Jews in public.  Even the best teachers need a gentle nudge in the right direction from time to time.  That is why we all need to have our Bibles open today- looking back and diving into the depth of these riches.  Knowing that the Bible alone is sufficient for teaching us how we might be saved- knowing that these Words alone are the Words of life!  
To conclude, the Bible remains the only abiding source of authority.  It is necessary, sufficient and clearly reveals the way in which we are to be saved.  The Word of Jesus Christ is revealed as the only and sufficient source of eternal life.  As Dt. 12 says, everything I command you, you shall be careful to do.  You shall not add to it or take from it.  So the truth is sufficiently revealed in God’s Word.  No less than what we need for our salvation.  What God wants us to know- what we need to know is here revealed.  So may we submit to it- and receive it as such.  For where else can we go?  In here we find the words of life!  
