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II Cor. 2:14-17; John 3:16-21; Spreading the Aroma of Christ I.  The Fragrance We Carry II. The Various Responses We Receive
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, smells have a unique link to our memory.  For example, the smell of a cologne or perfume might bring a certain person to mind.  The smell of freshly cut alpha or grass might bring a childhood event to mind.  Even the smell of charcoal or barbeque might bring food to mind and whet your appetite.  Certain smells are enjoyable.  Like the smell of a baby shampoo- it smells like life and brings images of youth to mind.  But there are also bad smells- things that make you scrunch up your nose in disgust.  Like the smell of a skunk or the smell of a dead animal.  These smells are anything but enjoyable.  These are the smell of death.  Some smells might evoke a different response from different people.  The smell of paint might give a child a headache- but it might smell like a job well done to a painter.  It is this different response to smells that Jesus brings to mind today.  Building upon what we learned last week about the need to pray for laborers to be sent out into the field, we consider the calling that we all share to spread the fragrance of Christ today.  Just as we are all called to labor in the field- we are all called to participate in the gathering of the lost- so too we are all called to spread the aroma of Christ in our daily living.  So this morning we consider this theme: Jesus Christ uses His people to spread the fragrance of His presence to all.
I.  The Fragrance We Carry 
In our first point, we consider the fragrance that we carry.  In order to understand the purpose of this fragrance- the aroma of Christ- we have to get a little bit of background.  In v. 14 we read that Christ is leading us in a triumphal procession.  Now a triumphal procession was a Roman victory march which would take place after the Roman armies had secured a great victory.  At the head of the returning army, the Roman commander would lead his victorious troops home to the capital city.  Roman citizens would line the street and wave banners as they shouted for joy.  So we are to envision a victory parade with Christ at the lead.  Along with the triumphant ruler, there would be a significant amount of incense that would be burned to mark his arrival.  Either carried by his solders or presented by his citizens, the return of the triumphant king would be accompanied by aromas, spices and fragrance.  The climax of this procession would culminate in a sacrifice and offering made to their patron god.  After the celebrated general, the soldiers would come.  This would be the victorious army- and they were likely carrying the spoils of war as.  After the solders would come the prisoners of war.  Those who had been captured would be led as captives in the train of the commander- they would be taking up the rear if you will- having been defeated and now bound.  They would be enslaved in the royal city.  So we are to imagine that the incense, the fragrant offering and spices, would be smelled by both the victorious army and the captured army.  To one the fragrance would be a joyful aroma- the smell of home and victory.  To the other- the fragrance would be sorrowful one- the smell of defeat and slavery.  The parade and the smell would be viewed differently, depending on which side you were on- either the victor or the loser.
Paul builds upon this imagery of the triumphal procession on v. 14 where he is said to spread the fragrance of the knowledge of Christ.  Paul is led in this triumphal procession.  Through us, the fragrance of the knowledge of Him is spread.  Now what is Paul getting at?  Well, Paul as a preacher and apostle has been sent by God to preach the good news.  First to the Jews- and then to the Gentiles.  This spreading of the good news is compared to spreading the fragrance of Christ.  Specifically spreading the knowledge of Christ.  So as more people hear the gospel, more people come into contact with Christ.  They experience His fragrance if you will.  So as pastors and preachers go out, they carry the aroma of Christ.  Knowledge of Him and His words are carried on the wind.  As v. 15 continues- we are the aroma of Christ.  Now then, as you know, the more time you spend with someone the more you will smell like them.  For good or ill- the scent of people is transferred by close contact.  For example, if your wife puts on perfume in the morning and then proceeds to hug you shortly thereafter, you will be able to catch the sent of you wife on the collar of your cloths all day.  Appling this to gospel preacher- when minister spend time with Christ in His word, they begin to smell like Christ.  The fragrance of His presence is carried with them wherever they go.  God’s people will smell like Christ- we will smell like a burnt offering.  When we pass by people, others will smell Jesus on our cloths if you will.  This is presuming we are spending time with Jesus.  The closer our union and communion with Him- the more time we spend in His Word- the more we will smell like Him.  In this way, we can spread His fragrance everywhere.  Wherever you go- whatever place you dwell- people will be able to catch the scent of Christ.  This is an interesting way to think about your life- that you are spreading the aroma of Christ.  That we carry Christ with us- in whatever we do.  Now then, spreading the aroma of Christ is to be seen as both a passive and active thing.  Something that we are and something that we are called to do.  A truth that is made evident in what we do and in what we say.  Listen to this common quote- “Preach the gospel at all times, if necessary, use words.”  This common quite describes a lot of our lives, doesn’t it.  We think that living differently is enough- so we never actually put our faith into words.  Words are only used if and when necessary.  But can we be a silent witness?  Is it enough just to act a certain way without explaining or defending our faith?  If we never speak the truth in love- or if we never actually give a verbal defense of the hope within us- are we really spreading the fragrance of Christ?  Is there such a thing as a silent profession of your faith?  Consider what we find in 2:17- in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.  Notice that those who are spreading the aroma of Christ are speaking God’s Word in Christ.  So it is, that the fragrance of Jesus must be evident in both word and in deed.  The gospel is to be made known in words- our speech is to be seasoned with salt and full of grace as Col. 4 puts it.  So then, why don’t we speak more often?  If the fragrance of Christ is spread by our words- why are we often silent when we should be speaking?  I think we may be restrained by the fear of man more often then we like to admit.  We don’t want to upset the peace- we want people to like us- we enjoy the comfort and ease of the status quo.  But you cannot hide the light within- for you will soon extinguish a suppressed light.  We need to pray for not only opportunities- but a boldness to speak and share the gospel.  That is what it means to be a witness- a light sent to this world.  
II. The Various Responses We Receive
Now then, having considered the fact that we carry the fragrance of Christ, in our second point we consider the various responses we receive. Not everyone likes the person we represent.  Not everyone rejoices to hear the words of our Savior!  Jesus Christ and His gospel message is the smell of death to some- and the smell of life to others.  The gospel promises eternal life to some and warns of eternal damnation to others; so it is no surprise that there are various responses to the gospel.  The fact remains, that no one can remain unmoved or unchanged when they hear the gospel.  It will always have an effect on you- something will change either for good or ill.  Either the heat of the sun will melt your heart like wax or it will harden your heart like clay.  The life and the aroma you bring will be embraced and loved by some- but rejected and hated by others.  So we start with the negative- to some, we are the fragrance from death to death as v. 16 puts it.  As we carry the message from our Savior- as we spread the fragrance of His presence- some people will scrunch up their noses in disgust.  To hear of Christ is to hear words that do not make sense- it is foolishness to them as I Cor. 1 puts it.  The cross is offensive- a stumbling block.  They refuse to bow the knee- they refuse to repent and believe and thus they reject the only source of life.  Added to this, the truth of the matter is threatening to them.  The Bible smells of fire and brimstone- they hear of their own impending judgment.  The good news sounds like a threat- reminding them of the truth that they want to suppress in unrighteousness.  They are still under the wrath and curse of God- and they do not want people to remind them of this fact.  As we read in John 3:18- they stand condemned already.  We can sometime take it personally when people reject us- when people refuse to listen to the message that we declare.  Even as a pastor- it feels personal when people leave the church to go their own way.  But we have to remember this fact- when people reject the gospel they are not rejecting you as such- but rather the one you represent.  They are recoiling at the aroma of Christ!  But praise God- we do not smell offensive to everyone!  To others- as v. 16 says- we are the fragrance from life to life!  To meet another disciple of Christ is to catch a whiff of sunshine and flowers!  To those who are being saved- the presence and words of fellow believers is smell of family!  To enter a church is to be greeted by the smell of home!  The words of the Bible smell like heaven!  Now children- what does home smell like to you?  Fresh baked bread- chocolate chip cookies?  Maybe home smells like Pine-sol and Pledge.  In a similar way, for those who are joined to Christ by faith- God people, His minsters and His church- carry the aroma of Christ!  It smells like life- the words we hear sound like an echo of home!  For these, as John 3:18 says, are not condemned but rather are saved through Him!  These who read the Bible and smell like Christ- shall not perish but shall have eternal life!  We begin to smell like Christ- and others smell Christ on our cloths!  Or words and our very life will be a pleasing sacrifice to God- and a winsome appeal to those who share our anointing in Him.  We begin to even act and talk like Jesus did- since His Spirit is residing within us.  And people rejoice to catch a glimpse of Christ in us!  
To conclude, sharing the good news with others will always be met with a mixed result.  There are lot of people that still need to hear the gospel- as we learned last week.  And some of them will come to believe- there elect sheep that still need to be gathered!  And as we know, preaching is a key of the kingdom- by this key the way is opened to believers and closed to unbelievers and the hypocrites.  Added to this, your life and your words will be accepted by some and rejected by others.  Do not be surprised at this- for in the same way they treated our savior!  If some believed in Him- while others rejected Him- why would they treat His ambassadors any differently?  Jesus Christ uses His people to spread the fragrance of His presence to all.  Coming now to His Table- we gather together to partake of this heavenly food and drink.  Receiving nourishment before we go back out into the world- spreading the fragrance and sharing the message of our gracious Savior!  
