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Isaiah 7:10-17; Matthew 1:18-25; The Sign of the Immanuel I.  The Humbling Context of this Promise II. The Initial Comfort Offered III.  The Complete Fulfillment Received
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Christmas Season is upon us, and this time of year is known for its many gatherings.  There are all sorts of parties to attend- where you get to be with friends and family.  But if you live far away from home, you may have to deal with the pain of being absent.  There is comfort in being with the people that you love.  Well today we find that not only do we enjoy the blessings of being with our friends and family- we as God’s people are promised that God Himself is with us!  Today we consider the promise of the Immanuel- the announcement of a child who will embody the promise of God dwelling with man.  It is good and right for God’s people to desire to be with God- to long for the coming of God’s Son.  Rightly do we sing- O come, Emmanuel.  But what kind of promise is this?  Is it good news that God’s anointed one is coming?  Is it a blessing that God is coming down to dwell with man?  You will remember that after the fall into sin, man was not allowed to dwell in God’s presence in the Garden.  Even in the Temple, only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place only once a year- and he had to be carrying blood.  So the question before us is this- how can a holy God dwell with a sinful people?  Today we consider this theme: our gracious God provides the sign of the Immanuel to those who do not deserve this blessing.
I.  The Humbling Context of this Promise 
In our first point, we consider the humbling context in which this sign and promise are given.  Going back to Isaiah 7, we find the Lord offering Ahaz a sign in v. 10.  Any sign at all- anything from the heavens to the depths.  A sign like the sun going back a few steps, or like the sign of the dry fleece and the wet ground.  A sign in the clouds like a pillar of fire- or a sign in the water like the rolled back seas.  Any sign at all- ask and you will receive.  Now why was a sign necessary- or why would a sign be beneficial for Ahaz to receive.  Well, if you look back at the opening of this chapter, King Ahaz of Judah has been surrounded by invading armies.  King Ahaz of Judah ruled around 735 BC- and during this specific time the King of Israel- Pekah of the Northern tribes- and the King of Syria- Rezin- have banded together and waged war against Jerusalem.  So we have two kings against one- and Ahaz is getting squeezed. So the immediate context is one of warfare- the nation of Judah is caught in conflict.  But how does King Ahaz respond?  Does he cry out to the LORD for deliverance has his forefather David did?  No, King Ahaz would rather seek help from the hand of men.  Instead of asking the LORD for aid, his heart shakes like a leaf in his fear and unbelief.  God in His grace sends Isaiah to Ahaz with a message- a promise of protection and peace.  This promise is found in v. 7-9- the wicked plans of these two kings will not stand.  Do not be afraid- rather be firm in your faith.  So does Ahaz receive this message with joy and thanksgiving?  No, Ahaz has no interest in the promise nor in the sign provided.  So the LORD tells Ahaz to choose his sign- ask for some picture or work which will prove my word to you.  But what does Ahaz say?  No thanks!?  V. 12- I will not ask.  Instead of obeying the voice of the LORD and asking for a sign- Ahaz stubbornly refuses.  So not only is the context one of warfare, it is also a context of rebellion.  The King of Judah refuses to ask for a sign- because this king does not want the help from Isaiah or his God!  Ahaz had a choice- to trust in God or to look for the help from man.  Specifically, II Chronicles 28 reveals that Ahaz will send to the King of Assyria for help.  Ahaz is looking for help from men and horses- not the God of His forefathers.  He chose poorly- and rejected what could have been a blessed gift.  Ahaz is stubborn and rebellious- but God will not be silenced!  I will give you a sign anyways- the LORD says in v. 14.  Although you may reject Me and the word of My prophet- although you may harden your heart as you look for help from men and refuse the gift of aid I offer.  You cannot thwart my plans!  God promises to give a sign to the house of David- and that sign is the sign of the Immanuel in v. 14.  So this promise of God coming down- God visiting Ahaz- is a promise and a warning as well!  Do not harden your heart against God’s grace!  You refuse a sign- so I will impose my sign upon you!  
II. The Initial Comfort Offered 
Now when it comes to prophesies and their fulfillment, it is sometimes difficult for us to understand how and when something is fulfilled.  For example, when you are reading from Matthew 24, Jesus speaks of direct fulfillment in the days of the disciples- specifically this generation- as well as other fulfillment that will only be seen on the day when Jesus returns.  In a similar way, there is an initial fulfillment and immediate completion that can be found in our passage.  In other words, the promise of the Immanuel is a sign given to Ahaz which will be a form of comfort to him and the people of Judah.  So there is a present even if only partial fulfillment to the sign of the Immanuel.  That sign is seen in the presence of a child and the deliverance from the enemy which is secured.  So we start by going back to 7:3- when Isaiah went to see Ahaz he took his son Shear Jashub with him.  So when Isaiah gives this prophecy of the Immanuel- Isaiah has his own son with him.  Then in 7:16 when we read of this boy growing up- the boy in view is Isaiah’s own son.  So the immediate timeframe for fulfillment is only a few short years.  That generation.  And what will happen in a few short years?  Well, these two nations- of Syria and the Northern tribes of Israel- will be deserted as v. 16 states.  So Isaiah is saying- before this boy in my arms grows up, these two nations that you are afraid of will be reduced to nothing by the king of Assyria- v. 17.  So the presence of this boy- this child- is a sign of the coming deliverance that God will bring.  And the time frame is short- as both Syria and the Northern Kingdom of Israel will be overfull by Assyria- which began in 732 BC.  So God kept his promise- in a few years from this very prophecy- both Syria and Northern Israel were reduced in power.  So even though Ahaz refuses to ask for it- God is going to give His sign and send His deliverance anyways!  No choice is given -God is going to do His work even if you don’t ask for it- Ahaz.  This son of Isaiah will be your sign- even as Isaiah says 8:18 puts it- these children whom the Lord has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the Lord of Hosts.  And the deliverance that God gave to Judah- the salvation that He bestows on His chosen remnant- is a sign of His presence.  Look again at 8:8 and 8:10!  O Immanuel- God is with us!  Even though we are generations away from the arrival of the Christ child as we found in Matthew 1- God is already with His people!  There is already protection given- and comfort offered to all who would believe.  God is with us- your enemy will not overwhelm you.  But for Ahaz, the arrival of Assyria will also be a rebuke.  Even Judah will suffer when Assyria comes!  So the source of deliverance will also be a scourge and thorn- even curse upon the land as v. 18-20 reveals.  Assyria will shave your head!  The promise given here is a mixed message for Ahaz to be sure!  This applies to the coming and return of Jesus as well.  The Star in the Sky was and the Sign of the Son in the clouds on the day of judgment will be a sign visible to the just and the unjust!  Not everyone will rejoice when Jesus returns on the clouds of glory- just as it was true that not everyone was filled with gladness with Jesus first came to earth.  So then, let’s consider this promised coming.  
III.  The Complete Fulfillment Received
What about this specific promise of a child born in 7:14?  Although Isaiah and his sons are signs of God’s presence to comfort the afflicted, there is a clear reference to another child to be born.  Specifically, a virgin will conceive and bear a son.  Now we do read of Isaiah’s wife in 8:3- and Isaiah had at least 2 sons.  But Isaiah’s wife was not a virgin.  The word in Hebrew here is “Almah” which is almost always a reference to a young, unmarried maiden who is a virgin.  So Isaiah’s sons do not fit the bill.  Well, God by way of His Spirit reveals to Matthew that this prophecy from over 700 years prior was just waiting for the arrival of the Christ child.  As Isaiah uses the word for virgin in Isaiah 7- Matthew clearly emphasizes this fact in Matthew 1:23. In Greek the word is “partehnos” which is clearly a virgin maiden.  So it is revealed to Matthew that the prophecy of Isaiah was speaking of Mary- the virgin who will conceive and have a son.  Now as you know, virgins do not conceive and give birth!  This is a spectacular, unique and unparalleled event!  By way of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is conceived in the womb without the help of man.  And a sign was given as well- the sing of child laying in a manger for the shepherd to find- and a sign of a star in the sky for the wise men to follow.  But as it was already known in the day of Isaiah- the promise of a child being born and growing up is matched to a promise of deliverance and salvation.  Just as the nation of Judah would be protect by the Lord in the day of Isaiah- so also the people of God would be protected and saved by the hand of our God.  God was not going to abandon His people- He will provide escape for them in the presence of impending judgment.  Immanuel means- God with us.  But how does Jesus fulfill this prophecy?  Well, Jesus is not only God with us in that God dwell in our presence.  He is God with us- in that God takes on the flesh of man in the person of Jesus Christ!  Or as John 1 puts it, the Word become flesh and dwelt among us.  Lets pause for a moment- this really is amazing.  The prophecy of the Immanuel was given 700 years before Jesus was born.  But the promise of a virgin conceiving and giving birth to a son waited for this very day- and now was fulfilled!  Not one word of God will fail- not one promise will be broken!  But this arrival of the Immanuel is also very good news.  The presence of God is not always good news in itself.  God can come to man to judge and condemn.  But the arrival of Jesus is good news because of what our Immanuel will do!  He is with us to save us!  He is with us to deliver and rescue us from our enemies and foes!  Let the people of God rejoice in this blessed coming!  
But as it was in the days of Isaiah, so it was in the day of Matthew 1.  Not everyone delights in the promised son- not everyone is looking for the sign promised by God!  Just as the sign was rejected by Ahaz, so also the Christ child would be rejected by men.  The wise men and shepherds rejoiced- but the rulers and leaders of men did not!  King Ahaz did not want this kind of deliverance- so also Herod and his chief priests did not want this child to become king.  And like Herod, people are still rejecting the promised sign of God’s deliverance!  Again quoting from John 1- “Jesus came to his own, but his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in His name, He gave right to become children of God!”  God will send out His savior- He will give His sign- He will protect His people from the foe- even if people do not want the savior to come!  No man can stop the almighty God from saving His chosen remnant- from sending His Son to be our Immanuel.  
To conclude, we do not know how much of this prophecy Isaiah understood- but His words are given to minister to us!  God was weaving the prophecy of His own Son’s coming- being born of the virgin Mary- into the very fabric of history.  God was using the voice of Isaiah to promise the arrival of our Immanuel.  Our gracious God provides the sign of the Immanuel to those who do not deserve this blessing.  Although Immanuel was not the personal name given to Jesus at his birth, the fact remains that He is and has secured Immanuel.  God and man now dwell together in peace, because of the work of Jesus!  Praise God for the gift of His Son- and humble yourself before Him!  Receive this sign of salvation from His hand- and trust in His appointed savoir to deliver you!  
