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Isaiah 9:1-7; Luke 1:26-33; The Birth Announcement of a Son I. This Gracious Gift II. His Gracious Name III.  His Glorious Rule
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the words of our text from Isaiah 9 have been inscribed on our hearts through the chorus of Handel’s Messiah.  I think most of us find it heard to read these words of Isaiah 9:6 without the tune of “For Unto Us” filling our mind.  But these verses from Isaiah 9 really are a birth announcement.  Interestingly, Isaiah 9:2-6 reads in the past tense.  These events are so certain and true that Isaiah speaks of them as if they had already been accomplished!  Once again, Isaiah is speaking of the coming Christ child some 700 years before He would be born- but He would be born because the promise had been given!  God would not break His word- and this son of the promise must and will come.  So today as we focus on Isaiah 9:6-7, we see the promise of the Christ child who be establish a kingdom of peace.  With this theme: Isaiah reveals the arrival of the Son of God who would sit on David’s throne and rule as the eternal king of peace.  When parents of a newborn send out their birth announcement, they usually include certain information.  This child was a baby boy- born on this day- born this long and this heavy- and perhaps most important- this baby has been given this name.  So today we will see the name of this baby promised through the mouth of Isaiah.
 I. This Gracious Gift 
In our first point then, we see that the arrival of this child is a reception of a gracious gift.  All children are a blessing- a heritage and a reward from God’s hand.  But this one child will be unique! For to us- v. 6 begins.  Who is this- to us?  To whom has the child been given?  Well, the first family that received this child were those who were known as the children of Abraham.  It was through Abraham and his seed that the nations would be blessed.  Abraham was the father of the faithful- as Abraham received the covenant with a heart of faith and was justified.  It was the children of Abraham that we going off into captivity- dragged away to Babylon in chains.  These were the ones who needed to hear the good news of a coming son- the king of peace!  So those who received this child were the Israelites- for salvation comes from the Jews.  But more than that- the “us” who have received this gift are those who were walking in darkness as v. 2 puts it.  Those who were living in the darkness of sin and in the valley of the shadow of death.  This child was given to fallen man- those who has been plunged into futility and wrath by their rebellion.  This child was given to the fallen face of man- the descendant of Adam.  Note that this child was given- this child is a gift.  He was and is an undeserved blessing- as the Savior is one who was not earned just as our salvation cannot be gained by our work.  There is nothing that man did- there is no great merit to be found in Israel that would secure the gracious sending of this child.  God in His love and pity looked down- and in His mercy He gave us this gift!  This child was given- as the Father in love send His only begotten one.  So to us a child is born and to us a son is given.  A Son- a male child will be received.  This child would be born of the virgin Mary- born a child and yet a king as we will see.  He was the Son promised of old- the seed of the woman that would crush the head of the serpent!  But here we also see His humility- that He was willing to be born of a woman- born a servant- willing to take on our flesh and to be made like us in every way.  One of us- a real man- born a child who was a real son of Mary.  The birth of Jesus – that the Son of God would become the son of man- is a miracle!  His arrival is a gracious and divine gift- God dwelling with man- God dwelling in our flesh!  Immanuel.  Although it will be that wise men will bring Him gifts, the fact remains that Jesus Himself is the greatest gift ever given to man!  For a son is given!  
II. His Gracious Name 
Having considered the gracious gift of this child- that a son would be given- in our second point we consider the name that will be given to this child.  Now here again- as we saw with the name Immanuel- the names attributed to this blessed child do not necessarily mean that these names will be on his birth certificate if you will.  For we know that this personal, formal name will be called Jesus as announced by the angels.  But the truth remains that these names will describe His person and work!   So we note that He shall be called wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father and Prince of Peace.  This reads as beautiful hymn- and we can take these names in 4 groups of 2 names each.  So first, He is wonderful counselor.  In Judges 13:18, the angel that met with Manoah said that his name was wonderful.  His name was beyond what we could know or fathom- his ways beyond our tracing.  But Here Jesus is called the wonderful counselor.  He is the one who speaks truth- the one who gives wisdom.  He searches man’s hearts and discerns their thoughts.  As the very Word of God- He is the one who speak the voice of God to us.  Or as Isaiah 28 puts it, He is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.  He can frustrate the plans of the wicked.  None can hinder His plan and purpose from being established.  Next, He is mighty God. Being the mighty God, this blessed child will be the holy One of Israel.  He is the heroic God- the almighty and ever present God.  He is the God who is without beginning and without end.  Nothing is impossible for Him- for He is almighty God.  The deity of this Son and the mighty power of this child is here on display for all to see.  Here the fullness of deity dwells bodily as Col. 2 puts it.  He is the mighty God- mighty to save!  His hand is never too short- and His arm is never weak!  Third, this child I called the everlasting Father.  Now to be clear, we are not to confuse the Son with the first person of the Trintiy.  Jesus is not the Father within the Godhead.  But here, the aspect of the Son’s work will be like that of a father who cares for His children.  Lovingly protecting and providing.  As a shepherd could be called the father of the sheep, so this child will be the father of new people.  The head of the body if you will.  So Jesus is named the everlasting Father.  Everlasting- without beginning or end.  Eternal in His love for His bride.  Like a good father, putting the needs of others before his own.  And then fourthly we find that this child will be the prince of peace.  As the prince of peace, Jesus will bring peace between God and man.  Man in his sin has rebelled against God.  There is hostility and the curse that we deserve.  But as our mediator, Jesus will be the one who brings peace.  He will satisfy the just requirement of the Law.  He will bring peace to us- peace on earth.  The peace that Isaiah is speaking of is not just a lack of hostility.  A stalemate and armistice is not peace.  Rather true peace is more than just an end to this conflict.  The kind of peace that Jesus brings is true, lasting and eternal peace.  The word here is “shalom.”  It is well- all is good- everything is as it should be and all will stay this way forever!  He is the prince of peace.  As Jesus said in John 14- my peace I leave with you. Not only is God no longer angry with us- rather He is loving towards us!  The peace we have is peace with God and it is good!  
III.  His Glorious Rule
Having considered the various names that are ascribed to this child and son, in our final point we consider His gracious rule.  Isaiah 9:6 says that the government shall be upon his shoulder.  And again in v. 7 of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.  And he will establish and uphold the throne of David.  So this son is to be born in the lineage of David.  A true son of David according to the flesh.  As the genealogy of Matthew 1 states, this is the genealogy of Jesus the son of David the son of Abraham.  So Jesus was the son of David and thus he has divine right to the throne.  And this government will be on his shoulder- like a mantle placed on his shoulders.  Anyone who rules knows the weight of responsibility- you feel the weight upon your shoulders.  But Jesus will carry the weight of the kingdom upon His shoulders- He will bear this burden until His kingdom is all in all!  The rod of power will never depart from his feet.  And of the increase of his government there will be no end.  The fact is, nations and kingdoms rise and fall all the time.  Every kingdom of man has an expiration date.  That is why we do not put our stock in the glory of the United States- we must not confuse the state of the church with the state of political empire in which we live.  Every kingdom of man will fall in time.  But not this kingdom- not the kingdom of Jesus Christ!  His kingdom will grow and increase- it will spread until it covers the entire earth!  Like water covering the sea.  His Kingdom will increase- it will get better and bigger all the time!  There will be no decline in this kingdom.  It will not fade away with a whimper and a sigh!  His kingdom has come and is coming- and it will grow until it becomes a mountain that covers the earth!  He will rule as King- and his kingdom will have no end!  Never will He vacate his throne- for he ever lives to intercede for us from the right hand of His Father in heaven!  
Now when it comes to the kingdom of Israel- specifically the kings of Judah- we find that these men were a mixed bag.  David was a man after God’s own heart, but his kingdom was established in bloodshed and violence.  Solomon’s kingdom was a golden age as the kingdom was firm and expansive, and yet it was stained by paganism as his wives lead him astray.  Solomon may have asked for wisdom- but this coming king will be wisdom incarnate!  Rehoboam was a foolish king who frittered away a huge part of the kingdom through his pride and in his refusal to listen to wisdom.  It was by his foolish rejection of wisdom that war between the tribes began.  And on and on through the ages- some of the sons of David were wise kings who were blessed by God- kings like Asa, Hezekiah and Josiah.  But you also had a lot of wicked kings like Ahaz and Manasah who rejected wisdom and undid many of the reforms and introduced pagan worship in Jerusalem.  The kingdom itself was disbanded under king Zedekiah and the people dispersed to Babylon- much of which is recorded in the pages of Jeremiah the weeping prophet.  And yet- the promises of God remains!  David will have a son who sits on his throne- the kingdom of God will be ruled by a son of David!  Who would be this son of David?  Who would be both David’s Son and David’s Lord?  As we read in Luke 1:32- this the son of Mary will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the LORD God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob.  And his kingdom will have no end!  Now what is the proper response to these words?  How should we as God’s people respond when we hear these words and see them fulfilled?  Well, our passage gives us the application in 9:3- you will have an increase in joy- and you will rejoice.  They are glad.  So it is, as God’s people we are to have joy- to rejoice and be glad- for this Son of God and Son of man has come- a child who was born to be a king!  And His kingdom will have no end.
To conclude, the arrival of the child of the promise is here accompanied by a birth certificate and announcement.  He will be a child given and a son sent front God.  A male child who will sit on David’s throne.  His name is wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah reveals the arrival of the Son of God who would sit on David’s throne and rule as the eternal king of peace.  So may our hearts rejoice in the promise now fulfilled- that the King of peace has come!  
