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HC LD 1; I Cor. 6:18-20; Rom. 14:7-9; Comfort in Belonging I. Your Only Comfort II. Your Complete 

Comfort III. Your Stirring Comfort 

Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, this evening we begin our series on the HC again- and as we start 

the word- Comfort- comes to the center of our focus.  What gives you solace; wellbeing and rest?  

Everyone in our world seeks comfort- because without comfort we would be paralyzed with fear and 

anxiety.  As we start this series, remember that the HC is simply a summary of Biblical truth.  Most QA 

string together Bible verses or concept- putting us in the situation of the pupil as we are taught these 

great truths.  The HC is rightly called the Book of Comfort because at its heart it is concerned with where 

we can find strength in this passing world.  These QA are not just our confession, they must be your 

confession.  Each point has a personal focus.  This must be your truth which you believe and confess in 

order for you to enjoy the benefits here contained.  So today we begin our series by seeing that our only 

comfort is found in belonging to Jesus Christ.   

I. Your Only Comfort  

We start then by considering how the Bible reveals the only, true comfort.  Why is belonging to Jesus 

Christ the source of our Only comfort?  How does the Bible give us a unique or distinct comfort?  Why 

can’t we draw our comfort from the world or the things of daily life?  Well- let’s consider why we need 

comfort.  To be comforted is to be given a peace- a sense of strength and encouragement.  Comfort is 

needed in the presence of un-comfort. When we have pain, fear and anxiety- that is when comfort is 

needed.  So what are the sources of anxiety, pain and fear that we face?  Well, there is a threatening evil 

and overwhelming grief that is present in this life.  We have our sins to deal with.  We have the Devil 

who is seeking to consume us.  And we have our own death which is looming large in front of us.  So as 

humans we have this sense of fear- a troubled soul because of this impending danger and destruction.  

So we need a knowledge of something good- a security and peace in order to arrive at comfort.  But the 

world answers these sources of pain and anxiety with fleshly answers.  What is your solace and security?  
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The worldly solution are simply a pandering to the flesh.  Human comforts deal with superficial things 

and never get to the heart of what is really wrong.  What is really bothering mankind is never dealt with!  

Comfort is found in physical pleasure or in the reducing of pain.  But these sources of comfort are 

temporary- they wear off and have no lasting value.  For example, think of comfort food.  What does 

eating a bag of chips or a bowl of ice-cream have to do with eternity?  Food is meant for the stomach 

and the stomach is meant for food- but both will be destroyed?  Can possessions postpone death?  Can 

worldly comforts really give us what our hearts desire- which is true, and lasting comfort?  That is why 

our QA starts by saying- what is our only comfort!  Only in the sense of what is true and lasting.  What 

deals with the deep issues!  So what is your only, lasting comfort that deals with sin, the devil and 

death?  Well, that comfort comes in our belonging to Jesus Christ.  As we read in I Cor. 6:19, you are not 

your own, you were bought with a price.  Or as I Cor. 3:23 says, you are Christ’s.  Belonging to Christ is 

an exclusive truth.  You do not belong to yourself, nor do you belong to anyone else.  You are not your 

own our answer says.  You belong to Jesus because He has paid for you.  With His precious blood as I 

Peter 1:19 say, you were paid for!  Purchased- paid for in full!  You belong because your sins have been 

put on His account, and His righteousness has been put on your account!  You are legally indebted to 

Him!  He is now your Lord and master.  You are owned; the precious possession of another!  He being 

my faithful Savior!  You being joined to Him by faith!  You have been reconciled to God- given by the 

Father to the Son.  Ransomed and Redeemed!  You have an eternal home in heaven!  The comfort that 

is unique- the only comfort that deals with our deepest need- is here found!  Jesus blood has cancelled 

your debt to God’s wrath, your sins have been paid for, the Devil has been crushed under His feet, and 

death has been turned into life!  That is why He is our only source of true and lasting comfort!   

II. Your Complete Comfort  

Yet the comfort He gives is not only true and lasting, it is also a complete comfort!  Because we have 

fallen into sin- body and soul- we need a comfort that applies to both our body and our soul!  Worldly 
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comforts cannot address the soul’s need for strength and refuge!  But being purchased by the blood of 

Jesus brings us a comprehensive comfort!  As we found out last week, Jesus was and is the God-man!  In 

taking on a human body and soul, He is able to save us to the uttermost!  Now, in Christ, we are 

completely purchased; body and soul!  Every aspect of our being enters into this rest that He has 

achieved for us!  Not only is this a comprehensive comfort, it is also an enduring comfort!  Once 

received, it cannot be lost or undone! We belong to Him in life and in death!  Nothing can separate us 

from the love of God that is ours in Christ Jesus as Rom. 8:38 says.  This is a lasting comfort!  We have 

the comfort of belonging to Him when we healthy and when we sick.  When we are rich and when we 

are poor.  When we are young and when we are old! When I have the opportunity to visit aged saints, 

do you know that LD 1 is one of the few things that most still remember!  Its truth is so simple an 8-year-

old can confess it- and an 80-year-old can still remember it!  I am not my own- I belong to Jesus Christ!  

This comfort is enduring because of the faithfulness of the one to whom we belong!  We belong to a 

Faithful Savior- Jesus!  Because He is faithful, our comfort is strong and sure!  Nothing and undo what He 

has done! Nothing can separate us from His love!  Added to this, nothing can happen to me apart from 

what will benefit me!  Belonging to Jesus means that I am also in the hands of a loving Father!  My loving 

Father will avert all evil or turn it to my good.  All things must work together for the good of my salvation 

as Rom. 8:28 says.  Not a hair can fall- not a storm can rage- unless it be for God’s good purpose!  Since 

we are His property, He watches over us as His own!  His Fatherly care and providence covers 

everything.  And let us not forget that we are also sealed and marked for redemption.  The Holy Spirit 

has branded our souls- the baptism of God is upon us!  We are signed, sealed and delivered!  Christ’s 

Spirit resides within us- and He is a guarantee of our future possessions!  When you go to the post 

office, you can pay extra in order to get a signature upon delivery if you package is very important!  

Well, the Holy Spirit is the signature upon us- proving that we cannot be lost!  In Him we can have a 

complete comfort! 
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III. Your Stirring Comfort 

But what does comfort have to do with our daily living?  How will this comfort impact our normal, day to 

day life?  Will it change how we think and act?  Well, consider the opposite.  Those who are filled with 

fear and anxiety are often frozen in that fear!  Unable to move forward or back- seeing no way in which 

to move!  But for those who have comfort; these ones are liberated to walk in that peace instilling 

comfort!  We have an enduring, complete comfort in Christ!  Now we can walk in this freedom!  Being 

loved, purchased and assured of eternal life stirs us to action!  As QA 1 concludes- because I belong to 

Him!  Christ by His Spirit makes me ready and willing from now on to live for Him!  We are as Rom. 8:12 

says- debtors to grace.  Indebted to Christ- so that now by the Spirit we will live unto Christ!  All who are 

sons of God will be led by the Spirit of God!  This means that we will be living for Jesus.  A new life of 

gratitude as we read from Rom. 14- if we live we live to the Lord!  None of us lives to or for ourselves!  

As I said, being comforted relieves our stress and anxiety.  Just as we need a quiet mind in order to 

sleep, we need a calm spirit in order to enjoy life and walk without fear!  The reason we need not fear 

the arrow the flies by night- or the sun that might strike us by day- is because we belong!  And this 

belonging enables us to live for Him- for the praise of Him to whom we belong!  Since my life is His- I 

offer my living in His service!  Moved by my gratitude for the gift of salvation; thankful for the comfort 

we receive; we offer our life as a living sacrifice of praise!   

To conclude, the comfort of belonging is a principle blessing for a Christian!  Not only is this belonging 

the only comfort that lasts- that applies to both body and soul- it is also a comfort that enables us to live 

in joyful obedience!  If you can say this- My only comfort is found in belonging to Jesus Christ; than you 

will do this- live for Him!  Thus confession and obedience, truth and action go hand in hand!  Let us all 

rejoice in this great blessing- that we can have a comfort derived from belonging to our Faithful Savior 

Jesus Christ!   


