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Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, is God concerned with externals alone?  Well, no, as you will remember, God both sees and cares about what goes on in our hearts.  In fact, Samuel was told in I Sam. 16 that man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.  We are often forced to deal with externals- because we are limited in our knowledge.  But would it be wise to buy a car that looks great on the outside- but never pop the hood to see what the engine look like. That would be unwise.  So our actions are the external part- but our heart is the engine of our life.  Both need to be considered!  As we bring our series on the 10 commandments to a close today, we find that this particular commandment brings the heart front and center.  Although we took every of the previous 9 commandments to the heart in their application, this particular command is unique in that it starts with the heart and focuses on a person’s desires.  The 10th commandment deals specifically with the sins of the heart.   This command as the last of the 10 will also give us an opportunity to review our previous study and refresh our memory.  Where does sin start?  Where does sin come from?  What causes fights, conflicts and quarrels among you as James 4 asks?  The answer is that we all have desires that have run amuck- we have wants that are not being met!  Your passions are at war within you!  So if you will win the battle against sin, you have to deal with the passions that start the war!  God has your whole person in view- and our obedience must include the heart!  True obedience is incomplete if the heart and desire is left out.  Like a car with no engine.  The fact is, the 10 Commandment is not part of what we would call the natural law of man.  Although there are laws against stealing and murder.  Laws against lying to judges or false witnesses.  Laws also designed to protect marriage in some sense.  It remains that there is no law against coveting.  Mankind cannot see what goes on in the heart.  It is hidden- secret and private information.  There was a movie a few years back where a person had the ability to read your thoughts- to get into your heart if you will.  What a scary idea- that a fellow man could read your thoughts and hear your inner voice!  But it remains- God can and does!  He does know your thoughts and your desires.  Obedience includes the longings of your heart.  In our reading from Rom. 7:7, Paul said that I would not have known sin if it had not been for the Law.  I would not think coveting was a sin unless the law would say- you shall not covet.  Specifically- the 10th commandment dealing with coveting proves to me that I am a sinner.  We all might be able to convince others that we are pretty good people.  We can pull the wool over their eyes- like the rich man in Mark 10.  All these commandments I have kept.  But the 10th commandment is the Pharisee killer- this commandment exposes the hypocrisy of the legalist.  If coveting is a sin- if a wrong desire is sinful- then I must say- no one is righteous!  All have sinner- and I am in need of a Savior!  So today as we consider the 10th commandment- we look at this theme: Jesus Christ uses the 10th commandment to prove our need for forgiveness!  You shall not covet!  
I. Coveting Against God 
Our sermon today will break down into two parts- first how we covet against God and second how we covet against our neighbor.  Since the summary of the Law is to Love God first and love our neighbor as ourselves, how does this commandment expose our lack of love?  In our first point, we consider how a person might break this command in their view of God.  How can a person covet against God?  To covet is to have an improper desire- to want and crave something that is not yours to have.  So in forbidding coveting, we are instructed not to desire things contrary to any of God’s commandments as QA 113 puts it.  So then, what does man want from God- or what does man want that God has?  Well, for one thing, man wants to be God!  One the gravest sins of idolatry is that man want to be a god.  We want to have absolute power- so that we need nothing and bow to no one.  We want to have all the glory- we want to be the center of the universe.  We want to be the law giver- so that we can do what is right in our own eyes.  In fact, this was the sin of Satan.  In Isaiah 14, we find that Satan wanted to make himself like the Most High.  Satan wanted to set his own throne up and rule over all.  So the first, initial crime that Satan committed was that he coveted after God’s honor, glory and dominion.  Added to this, Adam and Eve fell into sin when they saw that the fruit was able to make one wise and even to be like God- to have knowledge of good and evil.  So for Adam and Eve, the sin of the heart was one of coveting.  Longing for a wisdom beyond their created limit- they wanted to be like God- on parallel or par with him.  When we think about it- coveting what God has is akin to idolatry.  Listen to these words from Col. 3:5. “Put to death what is earthly in you, sexual immorality, impurity, passions, evil desire and covetousness; which is idolatry.”  Did you catch that- covetousness is idolatry.  To want something that God has not given is to question God!  It is to deny that God is God!  To covet is to wish that you were god instead- that you controlled everything and were all powerful.  That is why coveting is idolatry- you are worshipping your own desires and ideas instead of worshipping the one, true God!  Wrong desires and impure motives push God from your heart.  They deny that God is good and right- questioning God’s limit and purpose for you is when coveting leads to idolatry.  Even think of Nebuchadnezzar in Dan. 3.  After this vision of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule is revealed- that his kingdom would be great and cover the known world- Nebuchadnezzar allows this knowledge to inflate his ego.  Soon Nebuchadnezzar thinks that he is a god himself.  So he sets up a golden image on a pedestal- so that all people from all nations would fall down and worship him and his image.  Nebuchadnezzar coveted the honor and glory that God alone had- so his coveting lead him into idolatry- building a golden image to be worshipped.    As I said before, the commandments stand or fall together.  They are intricately linked- as is specifically clear today.  If you covet, crave and desire the wrong things, your heart will lead you into idolatry.  If you do not love God first and with all your heart- your heart will concoct its own gods to worship.  So when it comes to who you worship, how you worship and when you worship, if you do not love God with all your heart, you will covet and fall into idolatry.  Why do you think so many people make worship about man- my felt needs, my works, my desires and my ideas?  Because man wants to be God- we want to be the ones who make the rules and who gets the praise!  Coveting after God’s glory and praise is idolatry!  Rather, we must love God, submit to Him and His word, worship Him alone and worship as He commands!  That is the cure to idolatry- to desire that God gets the glory that HE deserves!  
II. Coveting Against Man
Now that we have considered how this command on coveting speaks to the first table of the Law, we continue by seeing how this particular commandment instructs us in our view and relationship with others.  As our commandment reads, you shall not covet your neighbors house, his wife, his servant, his animals.  You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  Very briefly then, in what ways are we tempted to covet what belongs to our neighbor?  Specifically, how do we break this command in light of the previous 5 commandments.  Well, the 5th commandment deals with children, parents and authority.  Family conflict arises when children covet their parent’s authority- refusing to bow the knee to their parents God given position.  Children crave- they long to be the ones in charge- so they don’t honor their father and mother.  We all rebel against authority thinking that we know what is best- that the rules apply to others but not me.  I am above the law- so we think.  Coveting desires the authority and power of others which leads to conflict.  The same applies to the 6th commandment.  What leads to murder?  We covet our neighbor’s life.  We want what they have so we kill for it.  They injured us, and we want to take matters into our own hands.  My neighbor wronged me- so I will be the judge and execute vengeance.  Anger left unchecked leads to murder.  The killing of your neighbor is usually linked to some other crime or desire- such as adultery or theft as we will see.  Continuing on to the 7th commandment- adultery starts in the heart.  A man covets his neighbor’s wife- a lustful look- and soon he falls into the act of adultery.  Do not covet your neighbor’s wife because it will lead you to break this other command as well.  Do not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  This brings us to the 8th commandment and stealing.  Who takes something that he does not first desire?  So a man covets his neighbor’s car- grand theft auto.  A man covets his neighbor’s house- squatting is born.  A man covets his neighbor’s goods- breaking and entering.  Even overspending in order to get what you want is linked to coveting. Why do we have such a problem with credit card debt today?  Because people covet, crave and desire things that are not theirs.  Instead of stealing, they take out a loan to get what they want but cannot accord.  This too comes from a heart of coveting- wanting what others have.  Buy now and pay later- because I want it now.  Coming from a covetous heart.  And we can even see coveting when it comes to the 9th commandment.  Why do people lie- why do they bear false witness?  There is always something to be gained when a person lies- there is sinful motivation behind it.  A person may lie in order to undermine their coworker- because they hate this person and they long to see this other person humiliated.  A covetous heart wants others to look bad- so that I can be elevated.  By refusing to covet, you are refusing to undermine your neighbor’s good name.  So to summarize this point, the 10th commandment points us backwards.  It drives us to the heart of the Law.  Are we preoccupied with the things of this world?  Are we longing, lusting and craving after things that other people have?  Do you want the power, authority, glory, wife, house, land, name or possessions of others?  Then coveting is crouching in your heart.  Like Cain who coveted after his brother’s acceptance- leading him to murder his brother.  Cain coveted the acceptance but fell into idolatry- offering what was not acceptable because his heart was not right.  So the 10th Commandment internalizes the Law and drives it home.  
Before we close, we remember that the Law reveals the will of God.  What does God want- what does He desire for you to do?  If you want something contrary to God’s Law, you are at the same time coveting and idolizing.  The 10th commandment makes it clear that we all sin in various ways- we all crave and desire in ways that God does not approve of.  This is, after all, one of the uses of the Law- to show us your sinful nature so that we more eagerly seek forgiveness as QA 115 puts it.  The rich young ruler of Mark 10 thought that he had kept all of God’s Law- he thought that he was righteous.  But Jesus points to his heart- you have a coveting desire for more as you love money more than obedience.  You love your possessions more than me.  The fact is, our world is not a friend to grace nor to contentment.  Instead, our world encourages consumerism and nurtures the seed of coveting.  What is the solution?  First, see what God has given you and give thanks!  Godliness with content is great gain!  Be happy and satisfied as you acknowledge God as the fountain of every good and perfect gift.  Second, learn to thank God for what He has not given you.  Rejoice in the good things that your neighbor has- and pray for your neighbor’s good!  Seek your neighbor’s benefit- and pray that God would bless your neighbor as well!  Seek to do good to your neighbor- as the Law guides you in the path of good works and obedience.  As QA 115 puts it, never stop striving and praying so that you may be renewed in the image of God!   Jesus Christ uses the 10th commandment to prove our need for forgiveness!  You shall not covet- but rather hate sin and delight in all righteousness!  
