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LD 50; Prov. 30:8; Heb. 13:5-6; The Cure to Coveting at Christmas I. Identifying our Needs II. Avoiding all Coveting
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, every year the struggle is real.  You need to come up with a list of things that you want.  But the problem is, I don’t need anything!  I already have so much!  And yet, gift exchanges and grab bags appear under the tree every year.  So what do you want for Christmas?  Well, instead of wanting Legos, a new phone or a new tool; today we are going to make our desire for contentment clear!  Of all the things I want for Christmas- I want to grow in my contentment!  I’m sure you have heard of the husband who asked his wife what she wanted for Christmas.  To this question the wife answers- I don’t want anything for Christmas this year.  But I can only imagine how that would play out.  How would you feal if everyone is getting presents handed to them and you were the only person left out.  But when it comes to the gifts that God gives- have we been left out?  Has God ever forgotten to give us good gifts?  It is true that we want to give presents to show our love and appreciation.  But this time of year, the spirit of Christmas is the spirit of coveting!  Consumerism and materialism are the drivers of our society at this time of year!  The title of our sermon is the “Cure to Coveting at Christmas.”  It is hard to avoid the coveting desire any time of year- but particularly when gifts are given and received, it is hard to remain content.  In this context, Jesus is going to teach us to pray for what we need.  Give us this day, our daily bread as the 4th petition reads.  So our theme is this: Jesus Christ teaches us to be content with what God gives us as we see Him as the source of every good gift.  
I. Identifying our Needs 
In our first point we consider the needs that we have.  When Jesus teaches us to pray- give us this day our daily bread- He is instructing us to ask of God for the things that we need.  Daily needs- each day what is necessary.  We are not asking God for the things that we want- but rather we are asking God for what He has promised to give.  To be clear, there is nothing wrong with asking God for things that you desire- the things that your heart longs for.  It is good to lay your plans before God- and to speak of the good desires that He gives.  But this particular petition is dealing with daily needs.  As our QA puts it, we are asking God to provide for our daily, physical needs.  Like the Israelites in the wilderness, we are to rise each morning and look to the hand of our heavenly Father for our daily manna.  So what are the things that we need?  Well, we need food and drink.  We need shelter and clothing- we need money to purchase these things.  So gainful employment and able minds and body- all of these are needs.  But the fact is, we have far more than we need.  It may be God’s will to give us more than we need- but this petition is teaching us to look constantly to our God’s hand.  Like the birds of the air that find a nest from His hand- or the flowers of the field that find their clothing at His command.  So we are to learn of our dependance on God for all that we need each day.  And the point of this petition is to teach us that God and God alone provides.  It is not our strength or wisdom nor the power of man’s hand that provides.  God alone has the power to give us what we need and to bless that daily sustenance to us so that we might be strengthened and renewed.  We are to, as the Catechism puts it, withdraw our trust from all creatures and place that trust in God alone.  
The Bible teaches us to avoid extremes- and to find a balance in our lives even when it comes to daily provision.  As we read from Prov. 30, in wisdom we learn to ask of God neither poverty or riches.  There are inherent dangers with these extremes.  If we are poor- if we are stuck in poverty- we may be tempted to steal and so dishonor the name of God.  Those who are poor may be tempted to doubt God’s provision or their very life may be danger of perishing by way of hunger.  On the other hand, those who are rich are tempted to trust in those riches.  Too much prosperity chokes out the seed of spiritual maturity.  Even as Jesus said in Matthew 19, it is hard for the rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for the rich man to enter heaven.  Riches tend to fill our eyes with the treasures of this world- as we worry and fret over the making and keeping of these riches.  Rather, as Prov. 30:8 continues, feed me with the food that is needful for me.  Give us this day our daily bread!  What is “needed” is my prayer.  So this petition also guards our hearts against gluttony- getting fat in our overindulgence.  But it also guards against the stoic- who refuses the enjoy food as a blessing from God’s hand.  Nor do we starve our bodies so that these temples waste away.  This petition brings us back to the center- food is meant for the stomach and the stomach is meant for food.  But these things will not last forever.  Wisdom teaches us to be satisfied- to know when enough is enough.  Even when it comes to storing us treasures- as Prov. 23:4 says- do not toil to acquire wealth, be discerning enough to desist.  So to summarize this first point, God’s people have been both rich and poor.  Abraham was very wealthy man- so was David.  But the apostles were very poor- they had nothing to give the poor people except the riches of the gospel and healing in Jesus name.  Job was both rich and poor at times in his life.  So having riches or being poor does not in itself mean that you are living rightly before God.  But both rich and poor must learn this prayer- and say it from the heart.  Our Father in heaven, give us this day our daily bread!  
II. Avoiding all Coveting
Now that we have considered the need that is in view when we pray, in our second point we are going to press forward to consider what are the steps that can help us avoid coveting.  Coveting is rooted in unbelief- as a covetous heart doubts that God can or will provide what we need.  If coveting is the materialistic spirit of this age, God’s people must learn how to avoid this mentality.  And here is where we consider I Tim. 6:6- Godliness with contentment is great gain.  So the first step in avoid the constant craving- we are to grow in godliness.  To be clear, the end result of this petition is to trust in God and His providential care.  Godliness is first.  Seek first the kingdom of God.  Focus on spiritual blessings.  Put your heart in heaven- invest your treasures in the world that is to come.  We spend so much time focusing on earthly things and material wealth that spiritual things get pushed to side.  We are all so busy- dare I say distracted in our lives.  But godliness must be priority- not a leftover to be fit in if time allows.  The root of coveting is cut off when we spend time communing with God.  So prayer- as Jesus is here teaching- is the first step in avoiding a covetous spirit.  Second, after godliness is contentment.  Or godliness with contentment as I Tim. 6 put it.  What is contentment?  Well, contentment is being happy with what you have.  It is counting your blessings and being satisfied with what the Good Lord has given you.  Not only counting the gifts, but giving thanks to the giver.  Coveting and contentment cannot live in the same heart.  Acknowledge that every good and perfect gift comes down to us from the Father of lights as James 1 puts it.  Giving thanks to God when these good things are received.  Or as we read in Heb. 13:5- be content.  So God’s people are satisfied with what they have.  The do not need the newest or the latest- but if we have food and clothing- we are satisfied! So much running- so much business- so much stress could be avoided if only we learn this lesson.  I do not need that- what I have is sufficient!  The third step in avoiding coveting is to learn to be free from the love of money.  Heb. 13:5 says keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have.  The fact is, greed is a restless heart- greed is the green-eyed monster- the leach that always craves more and is never satisfied.  We have to guard our hearts against the love of money.  For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  Money is just a tool- it can be a gift from God but it can also be a snare from the devil.  Be on guard against the love of money- or watch out when you start to amass things.  When we pile up our possessions, our heart is weighed down by worldly anxiety.  Of the amassing and spending wealth, there is no end.  Rather, let your heart be liberated to see what is truly of lasting worth and value.  Seek first the kingdom of God and righteousness.  Love God, His kingdom and His people more than things.  We avoid loving money when we love Him who is worthy of our love more!  And fourthly, be generous.  The cheerful giver is loved by God.  Added to that- cheerful generosity teaches our hearts to let go of worldly things.  Truly it is better to give than to receive.  When you give things away- and when you support Christian ministries- you are rewiring that part of your brain.  God gives you things- not to keep- but to use for blessings of others.  Generosity kills the coveting spirit.  So not only giving gifts this time of year because it is expected- but true, cheerful generosity in your support of the church and sharing with those in need.  So as we serve others- as we use our time, talent and treasure to minister to those in need- we are undermining the coveting spirit that lives in our heart.  As we see in this petition, give US this day OUR daily bread.  God puts His people in a specific context for a specific reason.  This petition is a corporate prayer.  Paul even says that this is a matter of fairness in II Cor. 8.  Those who have plenty- those who have been richly blessed by God must give more and send aid to those who have less and are living in need.  Your abundance at the present time should supply for their need, so that there may be fairness II Cor. 8:14 puts it.  So as God’s people pray this petition together- we learn to look out to the needs of others- and be willing and ready to help as opportunity presents.  We can be rich in good deeds and in this way we can send our riches on ahead of us.  Storing riches where moth and rust do not attack and thieves cannot steal.  This is how we avoid the coveting spirit of this age.  Godliness with contentment is great gain.  
To conclude, praying for our daily bread teaches us how needy we are- and how generous our Father is.  When we learn to see Him as the giver of good gifts, we will no longer cling to those gifts with greedy desire and intent.  The cure to coveting is to ask God for what you need and to thank God for what He has given!  Jesus Christ teaches us to be content with what God gives us as we see Him as the source of every good gift.  Coveting is rooted in unbelief.  A covetous heart doubts that God will provide- a greedy heart thinks that we need to make our own plans to secure our future.  But what do we need that our God has not promised to provided?  What do we have that has not first been given to us?  So may we all learn to grow in godly continent as we look to our Father to provide.  
