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LD 51; I John 1:5-9; Luke 7:41-50; Forgiven to Forgive I.  Forgiven By God II.  Forgiving Fellow Man
[bookmark: _Hlk218687228]Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgiveness is necessary part of our lives.  Imagine this situation.  A little boy is running out of the house and pushes the door open with vigor only to bang into his father with the door on the way out.  With baseball on his mind, the boy shouts “sorry” and continues on his way while the father deals with a goose egg on his head.   What is lacking from this story?  Well, the boy did not really ask for forgiveness nor did he show any real sorrow for the pain he caused. Now imagine that the son came home and realized his offense.  He properly apologized and asked for forgiveness, but his father continued to hold a grudge for the next weeks- giving his son the silent treatment.  What is lacking from this situation is a willingness to forgive!   Living in a fallen world surrounded by fallen people gives us lots of opportunity to practice the art of forgiveness.  But living as sinners in the presence of a holy God should impress the need for forgiveness upon us every day!  As we return to the Catechism tonight, we continue our series through the Lord’s Prayer coming to the fifth petition.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Forgiving others who have sinned against us is not easy- especially when that sin is grievous and tragic.  But the task of forgiving others pales in comparison with the pain- with the cost that Jesus paid in order to secure our forgiveness!  The work it takes to forgive fellow man is small compared to the work it took for Jesus to secure the forgiveness of lost mankind!  So this evening we consider this theme: Jesus Christ calls his people to forgive others as we have been forgiven by God.  As our title states- we have been forgiven so we must forgive.  
I.  Forgiven By God 
In our first point we consider that mankind must ask God to forgive them.  Forgive us- as this petition begins.  But who needs to ask God for forgiveness?  Does God separate mankind into two groups?  Are some sinners better than others?  Are some people mostly good with just a little bit of bad sprinkled in?  That is what most people believe.  That humanity is basically good.  There are few bad eggs out there- the Hitlers and the murderers.  But most people are law abiding, good people.  And even those who do crimes- who break the law- usually have some excuse or reason for those crimes.  No one sets out to be a criminal.  They were just delt a bad hand- society has failed them- they need better opportunities or more programs and then they would be better people.  So does God view mankind that way?  That most people are basically good- with only a few being really bad and unreachable.  No- before God we are all in the same boat.  What does the Bible say about mankind?  That there is no one righteous- not even one- all have sinned as Rom. 3 puts it.  We all fall short of the glory of God- we are all guilty before God- and our guilt is great!  We are all repeat offenders- addicted to sin.  We have criminal flesh and a criminal mind.  Mankind is not made up of people whose sins are like misdemeanors- rather our sin is that of a repeat and convicted felon.  We are traitors who have rebelled against the sovereign king.  All going astray in our hearts.  Now there are also various kinds of sin- ways in which we sin as well.  We have a sinful nature- and our sin is habitual.  As QA 126 puts it, we are born with sin and evil constantly clings to us.  Our sin is a stain that we cannot wash out- a blemish that gets to the core of our being.  So we have a sinful nature and sins that we commit.  Actions which transgress God’s law- and righteous deeds that we leave undone.  Sins of commission and omission.  So it is clear, that before God there is no one who is better off than another.  We are all spiritually bankrupt.  We should then treat all fellow human beings as our equal in this way.  We all stand in need of the grace and forgiveness of God!  No one is better than another- and no one is free from guilt.  As our text makes clear in I John 1:8- if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is no in us.  Only those who are deceived or delusional think that they are free from sin.  Liars who are tricked by the devil.  And again in I John 1:10- if we say we have not sinned, we make God to be a liar and his word is not in us.  Those who say that they have no sin are contradicting God’s word.  To say that you do not need forgiveness from God is to directly contradict the clear teaching of the Bible.  Those who say or believe this are accusing God of lying.  The reason that this is such a dangerous lie is that those who think they do not need to be forgiven will never come to the one who forgives!  It is the sick that need a physician- but if you can convince yourself that you are not sick- you will never come to the great physician and healer of your soul!  So the first application is sorrow- repent- be sad for the sins that you commit and the sinful nature that clings!  
So then, when we pray, forgive us, we start with this basic truth.  We need to be forgiven!  Who needs to pray this petition?  All of us!  This is a shared need and universal truth- all men stand in need of forgiveness!  But only some will ask for the forgiveness that is needed!  So in the Lord’s Prayer, we are asking God to forgive us.  The Holy Spirit has given us the eyes to see our need- to know our sin and misery.  Added to this, the Spirit has revealed the truth of where to go for this necessary cleansing.  So what needs to be forgiven- our sins- or our debts.  Our sins incur a debt- a payment is lacking.  We owe both a positive debt due to God’s justice and a negative debt due to our lack of obedience.  And in actuality, we increase our debt every day!  This debt must be paid- either by ourselves or by another.  But how can we get this necessary forgiveness?  What is the grounds by which this debt can be paid?  As we have learned before, a sinner cannot pay for the debt of their own or other’s sins.  No, we are poor sinners.  Needy and wretched.  The only hope is found in the blood of Christ.  As our QA 126 puts it, because of Christ’s blood!  Jesus Christ has secured the forgiveness that we need.  His blood is sufficient for all and efficiently applied to His people.  As our text in I John 1:9 states, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Note that forgiveness is full and free- the cleansing is from all unrighteousness.  Nothing is left- no spot or stain. No debt is outstanding.  So Jesus Christ’s suffering and death- His blood- is the grounds of our forgiveness. The manner of forgiveness is by way of imputation.  As QA 126 says- do not impute to us- but rather Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us instead.  Christ’s perfect life- His active and passive obedience match the 2fold debt that we could not pay.  We are reckoned as righteous as Christ.  Before we move into our second point, lets consider one example of this forgiveness- where God forgives mankind.  We all remember David’s sin and forgiveness as prayed for in Psalm 51- but the example for today is found in Ninevah!  In Jonah 3 we read of the city of Ninevah that repents at the preaching of Jonah.  God relented of the judgement that He had threatened- because He is faithful and just to forgive!  The second application is joy- gratitude!  Give thanks to God that He is faithful and just- that He will forgive just as He said!  He has promised to forgive those who repent and believe- He will do it!  Praise God!  
II.  Forgiving Fellow Man
Now that we have considered our being forgiven by God, in our second point we consider our calling to forgive others.  Forgive us as we also forgive those who sin against us.  Not only have we sinned against God, we are also sinned against by fellow man.  Being forgiven by God changes us- as we are conformed to the image of Jesus Christ- we will show our forgiveness by forgiving others.  Even as we read in Luke 23, Jesus said, Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.  Jesus prayed for the Father to forgive those who were in the act of crucifying Him!  Now what is the normal response that we see when people sin against us?  Well, if people sin against you, normally a person would respond by getting angry.  They would either hold a grudge or even seek revenge.  An eye for an eye- give the hurt back to the one who hurt me!  Even more than that- I am going to hurt the person worse than they hurt me- I will pay them back 7-fold.  But what does Jesus say?  Forgive your brother- 77 times 7 times!  The fact is, Jesus teaches us and enables us by His Spirit to become a people who forgive!  When He cleanses us from all unrighteousness as we read in I John, part of this cleansing includes the removal of our stubborn, hard and unforgiving heart!  A refusal to forgive others proves that a person lacks understanding or appreciation for the work of Jesus!  If we know how much we have been forgiven, we will be moved to forgive others.  Luke 7 gives us an illustration of what this looks like. In Luke 7 we find a sinful woman who comes to Jesus and anoints His feet with ointment and her tears.  Jesus looks at this woman and says- your sins are forgiven.  And then we find this question- who loves the most?  Those who have been forgiven much or those who have been forgiven little?  There is a direct correlation!  The greater you understand the debt that God has forgiven, the greater your love for God and man will be as well!  God has forgiven us much- will we not forgive others the little wrongs they do to us?  Now this is not to make little or light of the sins that people have done.  People can do real harm- really terrible things to fellow man.  But when we compare the number and the weight of the wrongs that we suffer to the number and weight of the sins we have committed against God- the wrongs committed by man against us are small in comparison.  Those who have been forgiven much will be more thankful and more generous in their forgiving of others.  God’s love softens our hearts.  If we have experienced God’s love we will love others.  If we have experienced God’s forgiveness, we will forgive others.  
Here again, we need to remember that this is a prayer.  We not only ask God to forgive us, we are asking God for His Spirit to help us forgive others!  This takes dedication to forgive!  QA 126 says- we are fully determined to forgive.  The ability and desire to forgive others grows over time; but we need to be fully committed to this!  Forgiving others is part of our growing in obedience- so we are always working towards doing it better.  So perhaps you can see this in your life.  You see your own unjust anger sooner- your pride that hinders your forgiving love is exposed.  You no longer hold on to the pain- you do not hold this debt over the heads of others as you once did.  I mean, we all get lots of practice in this area.  Living in a fallen world- sharing your home will sinners as you also are a sinner- will give you many opportunities to both ask for and receive forgiveness!  We note that this petition reads- forgive us as we forgive.  Jesus is not limiting the forgiving work of God to the forgiveness that we offer.  If that were the case, no one would ever be forgiven.  Our forgiveness from God is nothing that we merit or earn by our forgiving others.  Rather, as QA 126 puts it, our forgiving others is evidence of His grace in us.  Because we have been born again by the Spriit, we already forgive, and we will continue to forgive our neighbors in the future.  So our past, present and future forgiving is proof that we have already been forgiven by God!  For what can we give to others that we have not first received!  As Mt. 6 states, “if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” One example of this commitment to forgiveness is found in Gen. 45- here Joseph was reunited with his brothers, and he did not hold their sins against them.  Rather, even though he was cast into a pit and sold into slavery by his brothers, he still showed them kindness and mercy.  So it is, God’s people will be quick to forgive those who harm us.  Forgiveness is where you no longer bring up old hurts- you let the debt go.  So then, why is it important that we forgive others?  Why must we forgive others?  1. Because Jesus commands us to forgive them.  2.  Our forgiving nature displays the character of God.  We forgive as God has forgiven us.  3. Forgiveness liberates us and the one we forgive.  Forgiveness allows healing and restoration to take place.  As Eph. 4 states, forgive one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
To conclude, forgiveness is a mark of a child of God.  Those who have been forgiven will and must forgive others.  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.  Blessed are those who forgive, for they shall be forgiven.  Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Jesus Christ calls his people to forgive others as we have been forgiven by God.  
