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HC LD 52 (Q 127); James 1:12-15; James 4:6-10; Deliver Us from Evil I.  The Source of Temptation II. Deliverance from Temptation
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we approach the end of January you will find that most people have already given up on their New Year’s Resolution.  Most people have gone back to their old ways and patterns of life.  Why is that? Because old patterns and bad habits are hard to break!  But is change really possible?  Is it possible for us to see real growth and development?  Not only in keeping our New Year’s Resolution, but in the avoidance of sin?  Well, today as we come to the last petition of the Lord’s Prayer, we are asking God to lead us not into temptation but to deliver us from evil.  Sometimes we forget that we are in a battle.  We fall into the thinking that what we see with our eyes is all there is.  But this materialistic mentality overlooks a serious fact- that we are part of the church militant.  As Luther put it, this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo.  Do we often think of our ancient foe who seeks to work us woe?  Most people don’t.  But today we say in our prayers- lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ teaches us to pray for spiritual protection as we face various foes in this world.  
I.  The Source of Temptation 
In our first point, we consider the source of temptation.  Lets start by defining temptation.  A temptation is something that entices or allures you into sin.  A tempter is one who encourages you to commit a sin.  So then, where does temptation come from?  Well, our reading in James 1 makes it clear where temptation does not come from.  James 1:13- God cannot be tempted and He Himself temps no one.  So God is not the one who tempts us.  It may be that God will send some trial, hardship or tribulation.  He may test our faith to be sure.  But the trials that God sends are not designed to lead us into sin. In other words, God never sends events or situations to us with the purpose of getting us to sin.  Trials are used to strengthen our faith- but God’s goal is never to get us to fall into sin.  Being a holy God- it would be contrary to His nature for Him to desire His people to commit sin.  Rather, temptations come from a different source.  As James 1:14 continues, each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desires.  So then, it is our fallen flesh that is the source of our temptation.  We want, desire and crave things that are sinful.  Our fallen nature- the old man within us- is the enemy agent that wages war against us.  We are lured and enticed.  Now the image that James 1 gives us is quite instructive.  If sin is like a lure- a hook and bait that is dropped into the water.  It is our sinful nature and fallen desires that crave this bait and go after this lure.  So these two things come together- a sinful thing is gone after by our fallen flesh.  It is our desires that lead us astray.  As every fisherman knows, you cannot make fish bite.  The fish has to take the bait.  So it is, that our desires take the bait.  And this taking the bait is what leads us into sin.  We are dragged away- once the hook is set we are pulled to our destruction.  So desire gives birth to sin, and sin gives birth to death as v. 15 concludes.  Another way of looking at our temptation is that of warfare.  As QA 127 puts it, our sworn enemies never stop attacking us.  The devil, the world and our own sinful flesh, never stop waging battle against us.  So it is, there are two parties at war in our own bodies.  The old man and the sinful cravings of the fallen flesh, and the new man with the sanctified desires of a Christian.  These two armies are battling for control.  Each wants to be our master.  As James 4:1 puts it, your passions are at war in you.  Your desires have run wild and are unrestrained!  The fish that thought it was getting a meal becomes the meal.  The temptation that promised liberty becomes our master as we are enslaved to sin.  So the first source of temptation is that of our own fallen flesh.
The second enemy that we face is that of the devil.  In some ways, we could say that the Devil is the wicked fisherman who baits the hook.  The devil lures us, tempts us- dangling something forbidden before our eyes.  The devil’s desire is to get us to fall into sin.  The devil hates everything good and holy, and his purpose on earth is to fight all that is good and right.  So he battles against God’s people by tempting them- and sending out his co-rebellious demons to do his work.  But as I said before, the fisherman cannot make the fish bite!  So the devil cannot make us sin.  The devil is not almighty and he is not omnipresent.  He cannot force people to do something they do not want to do.  So when we sin, we cannot say that the devil made me do it.  It was this devil that tempted Eve in the garden and Jesus in the wilderness.  Tempting them both to forsake the LORD God and listen to his twisted word.  And the manner of temptation was to promise something enticing to lure them away from obedience.  The third enemy that we face is that of the world.  Here the “world” is not creation as rock and trees, but rather the fallen world in its state of rebellion.  So the world here means fallen men, false teaching and the struggles that accompany life in a fallen state.  Here, the world can mean all sorts of things.  Almost anything can be a source of temptation.  Not only things evil in themselves like drugs and gambling, but even things created good can be twisted into a temptation to sin.  Food and wine can be a source of temptation.  Earthly possessions like money can be a root of all kinds of evil when loved.  Our experiences can be a source of temptation.  In times of plenty or want- in sickness and health we can be tempted to despair or pride.  Greed and lust, anger and jealousy- all of these things can be our sinful response to events and situations we face in this fallen world.  Even as James 4:4 puts it, friendship with the world is hostility towards God!  So the worldly teaching of materialism, consumerism and paganism become sources of temptation as they each lure us away from the true God and His Word!  So our sworn enemies never stop attacking us.  The sources of temptation are all around us- and are constantly present.  We are weak and our enemies are strong.  What are we to do?  What hope do we have to be delivered from evil?  
II. Deliverance from Temptation
When we acknowledge the seriousness of sin and the weakness of our own flesh to fight the lure of temptation, we begin to see the need for this prayer!  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  In this we acknowledge that God is in control and sovereign over all.  Lead us not- keep me and my path from the ways of evil men.  Ordain events in my life so that I am not tempted.  But if I am tempted, then deliver me from evil.  Let’s read from I Cor. 10:12-13.  Notice that God is sovereign- even over temptation.  And when you are tempted, God will provide a way out- a way of escape.  In other words, even when temptation comes, it is not inevitable that you succumb to that temptation and fall into sin.  God provided a door or window- a way of escape so that you can flee like a bird from the snare.  He will not allow you to be tempted beyond your ability to resist.  He will supply the necessary grace and strength so that you can endure.  So when we pray this prayer, we are asking God to make it clear to us.  Help me to see temptation when it comes and the way out that you have provided!  God in His faithfulness and grace will leave a trail in the forest for us to follow- a path that will lead out of the dark woods of temptation.  When temptation comes, you are standing at a crossroads.  God will make it plain which path leads away from sin- and that path will be clearly marked.  The problem is, we far too often play with sin as if it no big deal.  We overestimate our own ability – as we dabble with temptation and ignore the way out that God has provided.  Instead- as Paul warns us- if you think you stand, beware lest you fall.  If you think you are strong enough in yourself to walk up to the edge of the cliff and peer into the void of sin without falling in, beware!  Don’t play with sin!  Rather, resist the devil.  Run away from his lures.  As our text in James 4 puts it, resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Now, how do you resist the devil?  Well, you resist the devil by steering clear of his ways.  Don’t play games with him.  Instead of giving the devil a foothold in you life, you avoid him and his ways like the plague!  But not only are you to resist the devil, you are to flee from him by running to God!  Draw near to God- James 4:8 says.  So as you run away from the devil, you are also to run unto the LORD!  As you reject the cunning voice of the devil, you will hide God’s Word in heart!  You see, far too many play with sin like a child playing with a serpent.  And then they are surprised when that serpent bites them!  Your sin will find you out.  Rather, flee from the devil and run to God.  Added to that, we are to flee from the very sources of temptation as well.  Radical obedience is called for here- cutting off the hand and plucking out the eye as Jesus put it.  So I ask you, where does your temptation come from?  What sources of temptation do you face?  The foolish young man of Prov. 7 liked to walk by the house of the adulterous woman- only to find himself drawn in and caught by her charms.  Beware the company you keep- bad company corrupts good morals!  Don’t linger near the source of temptation, but rather like Joseph let us flee from the tempter’s snare!  At the beginning of the year, people spend lots of money on their New Year’s Resolution.  But when it comes to a diet, people will often have a “cheat day”.  It is too much to expect a person to completely change all at once.  So we make accommodation for our weakness.  But when it comes to temptation, we are to make no such accommodations.  We are to give no quarter- no excuse- and no defense for these actions.  As Rom. 13:14 puts it, make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.  We are to put to death that part of us- to replace that sinful desire with someone that is good and God glorifying.  So when we are praying for deliverance from evil, we are to draw near to God.  In fact, prayer is one the chief ways that God gives us to resist the devil.  When you are tempted, pray to God for deliverance!  Ask God to show you the way out- and flee from this temptation.  Recite Scripture- sing a song of praise.  And it is by the Spirit that we may not be defeated, but rather resist our enemies until we win the complete victory in Christ.  
To conclude, sin is addictive and enslaving.  Once you have fallen into a particular temptation, your sinful flesh and fallen desires will be all the more prone to falling again!  We have many enemies, and “if we in our strength confided, our striving would be losing!”  Praise God the right Man is on our side- the Man of God’s own choosing.  As Luther also said, you cannot stop birds from flying over your head, but you can stop them from building a nest in your hair!  When temptation comes, how do you respond?  Do you wave them off and scatter them- or do you allow them to build a nest in your hair?  Allowing the thoughts of the flesh and the desires of sin to remain undeterred in your mind will lead to sin as you give the devil a foothold in your life.  Rather resist the devil- and pray for the Lord to deliver you from evil.  Jesus Christ teaches us to pray for spiritual protection as we face various foes in this world.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
