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Matthew 19:13-15; Eph. 6:1-6; Bringing our Little Ones to the Lord I.  Let them Come II. Hinder them Not III.  To Such Belongs the Kingdom
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you know the first few years of a child’s life are very formative.  In the early years, a child will learn the skillset upon which the rest of their lives will be built upon.  Most parents spend a lot of time and money trying to equip their children to live in this world.  They want their children to have the tools of the trade for success.  But what about spiritual success?  Can we do anything to build a solid spiritual foundation for them?  If you want your child to be good at something- there are camps and leagues at the ready to help them succeed.  But how much time do we really think about the spiritual development of our little ones.  Well, today we are going to see the priority that not only Jesus places on blessing these children- but also the priority of these parents in our passage as well.  The fact is, the vast majority of Christians became a Chrisitan before they were 20 years old.  Not all- to be sure- but around 75% of Christians came to faith before they were 21 years old.  Added to this fact, once the children move out of the home, their parents have less input in and oversight of their children.  All of that is to say- parents have a few short years to pour their hearts into their little ones before they are off into the wide world.  So today- as we look at Matthew 19- we find this theme: Jesus Christ encourages godly parents to bring their little ones to Him! Matthew 19:14 is our text.  
I.  Let them Come 
In our first point we find Jesus telling His disciples- and by extension the parents of these children- let them come to me.  Bring me these children!  It is my desire to have these little ones placed on my lap so I can pray for them and bless them.  I have no desire to stay at arm’s length!  Rather- let them come!  Jesus is not a cold and distant savior.  Neither is God a God far off-  but rather He is near!  As you will remember, the disciples had though that Jesus was too important and busy to bother with these little ones.  So the disciples were standing in the way- like a doorman blocking the way into a building.  Jesus had the crowds to teach and the sick to heal- these kids were just slowing Him down.  But Jesus said- let the little children come.  So then, how do we bring our children to Jesus today?  Obviously, we cannot bring them to Jesus in the flesh.  But that does not mean that we cannot bring out little ones to Jesus.  So parents can bring their children to Jesus today when they teach their children about Jesus- specifically teaching them the words and works of Jesus.  This starts in the home.  Parents can bring their children to Jesus by seizing the common opportunities I the daily grind.  Reading the Bible and praying with your children is how you can bring your little ones to Jesus today.  Added to that, parents can set an example of godliness for their children.  When your little ones see you reading the Bible and praying- you are giving your children and opportunity to see you meeting with Jesus!  Talking with Jesus in their prayers and listening to His word.  In this way, your children will read your lives like a book.  More than that, parents are to pray for your children.  When you pray for your little ones, you are taking your little ones before the throne of grace.  So parents should spend time every day praying for their specific children and their unique needs.  Asking God to send His grace and Spirit upon our little ones.  As you know, parents cannot change the hearts of their children.  To illustrate this point, St. Augustine credited the consistent prayers of his mother, Monica, for the profound change of heart that he experienced.  He could not outrun his mother’s prayers.   You cannot make your children believe in Jesus Christ.  But you can pray for the Holy Spirit to do this very thing!  You can ask God by His Spirit to soften the hearts of your children- so that they would indeed repent and believe!  Another way in which you can take your little ones to Jesus is by taking them to church.  Here in the assembly of the saints, our little ones hear Jesus speak to them through His Wdord proclaimed.  Show your children how much you love Christ and His people!  Show interest in spiritual things- and use your gifts to serve His people!  Take your kids along- and show them what it means to serve God’s people.  Remind them that the church is not just a place for older people- it is a place where you belong!  Let them come to me- Jesus says!  The fact is, you cannot bring your children to Jesus if you yourselves are not going to Jesus!  And finally, show your children what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Put forgiveness and grace on display for them.  When you sin against your child, confess your sins to your children and ask them to forgive you.  When they sin against you, be quick to forgive them.  Display mercy and grace to your children- and in this way you can bring Jesus and His gospel to your little ones.  
II. Hinder them Not 
A favorite song when I was a kid was called, “Read your Bible, Pray Every Day.”  I’m not sure if they still sing this song in our school, but most kids loved this song because it allows you to get up out of your chairs for a few minutes.  The song’s application is simple, if you read your Bible and pray every day, you will grow, grow, grow.  But if you neglect your Bible and forget to pray, you will shrink, shrink, shrink.  When we put this lesson in the context of our passage, we see that there are things that parents can do to encourage spiritual growth for their children.  But there are also things that parents can do which will hinder their children’s spiritual growth.  So Jesus continues in v. 14, hinder them not.  Do not stand in the way of your children coming to me.  Do not block them or put up roadblocks.  Do not let your family get so busy that you neglect the means of grace!  Do not put chains on them to stop them from coming to me.  For these disciples, this literally meant that they were to stop standing in the way of these parents.  Do not drive the sheep away from the good shepherd.  But how about us- how can parents today hinder their children from coming to Jesus?  Well, parents fail to bring their children to Jesus when they fail to equip them spiritually.  When they do not seek to raise their children in the fear and knowledge of the Lord as we read in Eph. 6.  When parents make something else a higher priority than Christ and His people.  Now this can come in many different forms.  But if a parent is more concerned about money or sports or popularity than instilling spiritual disciplines in their children, the kids will pick this up very quickly.  What is important to the parents becomes important to the kids.  So a lack of interest in spiritual things will be picked up by the kids.  But there are other ways in which we can actually build barriers between our children and the Lord.  We read earlier from Eph. 6 where fathers were told- do not provoke your children.  Parents- and particularly fathers- can build obstacles that make it difficult for their children to come to the Lord.  Do not embitter them – provoke them or push them towards anger.  An action that causes injury or stirs unnecessary hostility.  We can do this in various ways.  We can provoke our children when we have unrealistic expectations or by changing what we expect.  If we are always negative and never encouraging.  We can also provoke by being overly harsh, unloving and impatient.  If we always point out faults, refuse to listen and often break our promises.  But on the flip side, we can provoke our children by being overly permissive.  If we never tell our children “no” and cave to their every demand.  If we spoil them by always giving them what they want and we refuse to disciple them as is needed.  If we fail to set boundaries- we also provoke our children.  So we can provoke children by ignoring and by idolizing them.  If we expect nothing of them- or if we expect too much from them.  In this way, parents can make it difficult for their children to see, respect and submit to authority.  This will cause problems for their children- but it also hinders their children in their proper response to the supreme authority- Jesus the King of Kings.  So parents must see the danger in hindering their children from coming to Jesus.  Just as no shepherd would drive away their own sheep- parents must reflect the loving embrace of our good shepherd.  When Jesus embracing these little ones, He is putting His loving heart on display.  Come to me- all you who are weary and I will give you rest.  Or as John 6:37 puts it, all whom the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.  So the comfort to be found here is this – if the perfect, heavenly Father places us in the hands of His Son, we will never be lost!  Those who are chosen by the Father and placed in the hands of the Son will come- and these will find rest!  
III.  To Such Belongs the Kingdom
Moving on, in our last point we consider the promise that Jesus gives in our text.  Specifically, what is the identity of these little ones being placed in the arms of Jesus.  As v. 14 concludes, to such belongs the Kingdom of heaven.  So what is the identity of these little children?  They are the heirs of the kingdom of heaven.  Not that we are born heirs- but rather we are grafted into this kingdom by grace.  We have no right in ourselves to make this claim- it is a blessing of God’s grace that we and our little ones have this privilege!  And children- I hope you know how privileged you are!  That you have the name of our Sovereign God upon you!  That you belong to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  The children brought to Jesus in our passage are called heirs- princes and princesses of the kingdom.  As the King of the Kingdom- Jesus knows who belongs in His kingdom.  And He has the right to bestow the blessings of the kingdom of those whom He sees fit.  So who, then, are these children in our passage?  Well, these children were the children of believers.  As I Cor. 7 says, the children of believers are holy.  So these children were the offspring of those who were disciples of Jesus Christ.  Those who had heard and believed- who knew that Jesus was the one who would be able to truly bless their children.  These parents were acting upon their faith- coming to the one whom they believed could truly bless!  These little ones were only toddlers- still held in the arms and carried to see Jesus.  And yet, Jesus calls them heirs of the kingdom of heaven.  So there is a clear focus on the covenant evident in our text.  Even as we celebrated today- the covenant blessings are intended for believers and their seed- disciples of Jesus and their children.  That is why the sign and the seal of baptism is applied to believer and their children- because of God’s covenantal promises.  But this fact does not mean that these children are free from sin. Being an heir to the kingdom does not negate the need for faith and repentance. No, these children in our passage along with our own still need to be taught to repent from their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as their own Savior.  They still need to be born again by the Spirit. The fact is, we all need to have this childlike faith.  We all need to learn that we are completely dependent on God for our salvation.  Being placed on Jesus’ knee does not guarantee salvation, but it does mean that Jesus has placed his hands and pronounced His blessing over them.  Jesus would bless them- dedicating them to His Father.  Perhaps this is a helpful way of looking at the blessing of the covenant.  Being a member of the covenant community means that you have been placed on Jesus’ knee.  You are in the context of Jesus’ blessing- you get to hear His Word spoken over you- just as our own children get to hear the covenantal promises pronounced over them at their baptism.  God would be their God and they are His people.  The promise of the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins are declared to them.  But we need to build upon this in order to enjoy the full blessings of salvation as we grow.  Raised in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  We need the Spirit to enable us to believe and embrace those promises.  We, like our children, need to be placed on the lap of Jesus.  We, like our children, have no power to save ourselves just as we cannot save our little ones.  Jesus must embrace us and bless both us and our children!  The Spirit must give us new life, and we must repent and believe!  Only then will we be truly and eternally blessed!  
To conclude, the parents in our passage had a good desire.  They wanted Jesus to embrace, bless and pray for their children.  Spencer and Kaitlin have this same desire today- that Jesus would bless and pray for little Callum.  So let us bring our little ones to Him- and it is our prayer that Jesus and the Holy Spirit would do their work of blessing our little ones.  Jesus Christ encourages godly parents to bring their little ones to Him! So let these little ones come to Jesus and hinder them not.  For to these belongs the kingdom of heaven.  
