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Matthew 21:1-11; Matthew 11:25-30; Palm Sunday; The King is Coming I.  The Gentle and Lowly King II. The Rightful King III. The Spiritual King IV.  The Glorious King
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what are the marks of a good leader?  Well, leaders are often judged or critiqued by their citizens based on the economy or the state of the nation under their rule.  Just a few weeks ago, we had the State of the Union address.  The State of the Union is always strong when described the by the president.  But do the people think that the nation is doing well?  For example, a president can be labeled a good president if the stock market goes up and inflation stays down.  When asked, who are the best US presidents, the most common answers are Washington, Lincoln or Rosevelt.  But for the Israelites, what would make a good king?  Well, does the nation enjoy prosperity and justice under their rule?  Even more than that, is there a spiritual revival and true worship that takes place in the kingdom during that time.  Who were the best kings of Israel?  David, Solomon or Josiah?  Reigns that were known for prosperity, justice and proper worship at the temple.  Well today we are going to be considering the kingdom of Christ.  On Palm Sunday, the King enters the royal city.  But the question we are going to answer is this- what kind of King is Jesus?  What will His kingdom be like?  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ arrives in Jerusalem as the King of His people.
I.  The Gentle and Lowly King 
In our first point, we consider that Jesus comes as the Gentle and Lowly king.  The manner and mode of Jesus’ transportation into Jerusalem is very instructive.  Jesus comes into Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  This is interpreted and applied in v. 5- that Jesus was entering Jerusalem in humility- humble and mounted on a donkey.  Here Matthew is quoting from Zechariah 9:9- your king is coming to you, righteous and having salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey.  Now donkeys are beasts of burden.  They are not very majestic, but rather they are better suited for carrying loads and pulling carts.  No one brags about the beauty of their donkey.  So it was for a king- riding out to battle would be done on a chariot pulled by war horses.  Kings returning from battle would have a glorious procession with the spoils of war and riding on a chariot.  We can see something similar today.  When rulers come and leaders of nations arrive, the red carpet is put out.  There are bands that are playing, flags that flutter in the wind, and crowds standing at attention.  But Jesus is not like the kings and rulers of this world, his coming was one of gentleness and humility.  In fact, we need to keep in mind that Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem is not part of His exaltation but rather a part of his humiliation.  Why was Jesus coming to Jerusalem?  What was He coming to do?  He was coming to seek and save the lost!  To secure salvation.  He was coming to suffer and die- to lay down His life.  To give up His life as a shepherd that dies for the sake of His sheep.  Here again, the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem proves the state of His heart- the depth of His love!  Earlier we read from Matthew 11.  Here Jesus describes His heart as one of gentleness- lowly and gentle in heart.  Jesus did not come into Jerusalem to trample upon the weak- to roll his chariot over the oppressed.  No, He came to seek and save!  To help those who were afflicted- to care for those oppressed- to save those enslaved by their sins!  Or as Matthew 12:20 puts it, a bruised reed he will not break and a smoldering which he will not quench!  He is not shouting in the streets- but rather He comes as the gentle and lowly king.  He is the gentle, shepherd king!  He is gentleness personified!  Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden- and I will give you rest!  Cast your cares on me- for I care for you.  He will turn away none who call on His name.  He is the kindest king!  He did not come to condemn but to save!  To seek the lost!  As you know, palm branches are a sign of both victory and peace!  Truly He comes as the prince of peace- the gentle, lowly and loving king!  To put this image of Jesus’ arrival into today’s context- most kings ride in jets or helicopters.  The sign of their kingdom’s expansion and power is felt with bullets and bombs.  But instead of arriving in Jerusalem at the head of an armored column, Jesus arrives in a red cross medivac.  He came to heal our wounds- to help those who are suffering- to seek and save the lost!  He is not oppressive or harsh- but He brings blessings and gives us His grace!  What a wonderful king!  
II. The Rightful King 
Added to the humble arrival of this king, we also clearly see that Jesus is the rightful king.  So the second aspect is that of Jesus’ rightful rule as He arrives in Jerusalem.  This city is the city where the kings of Israel rule.  And our text points to Jesus’ right to be king in Mt. 21:9- Hosanna to the Son of David.  Jesus is the son of David- and as such, he has a rightful claim to the throne of David.  Daivd had been promised that one of his sons would sit on his throne forever in II Sam. 7- his throne would be established forever.  So as Jesus comes, our passage is making it clear that Jesus is the rightful heir and the promised son who would sit on David’s throne.  Currently, there was a usurper on the throne.  Herod the Great had occupied a throne when Jesus was born.  A throne that he had no right to claim as he was not even a Jew. And now, when Jesus comes on Palm Sunday, Herod the Tetrarch sat on the throne- his hands red with the innocent blood he had shed. But Jesus was the legitimate king- the rightful heir to the throne.  His genealogy through David established in Matthew 1.  So if Herod was the illegitimate king of Israel- Jesus clearly comes from the tribe of Judah- a root that springs up from Jesse’s stump.  He is the lion of the tribe of Judah- the one from whom the scepter would never depart.  Rightly do the people bow down and lay their robes on the ground before him.  Rightly do they sing- hosanna to the Son of David.  And the kingdom of the Son is one that will last forever.  As Rev. 11:15 says- the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever!  And again in Rev. 22:16, “I Jesus have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.  I am the root and the descendant of Daivd, the bright morning star.”  So Jesus is the rightful king coming into the royal city. And as king, His kingdom has no end!  Every other nation will expire- every other ruler will be laid in the dust.  But not our king!  
III. The Spiritual King 
And yet, Jesus was not on his way to the palace in Jerusalem.  The kingdom that He establishes is not a kingdom of this world.  In John 18:36, Jesus makes it clear that his kingdom is not of this world.  (Read John 18:33-37)  The throne he sits on will not be in the physical city of Jerusalem.  The army he commands was not coming with their tanks or chariots.  No, his kingdom is not a physical kingdom made evident in a little slice of the middle east.  Rather, His kingdom is of the world to come.  His kingdom is a spiritual kingdom.  Although he was the rightful heir to the throne of David, his kingdom is in fact much older and much greater than Davids!  Being David’s Son, was also David’s Lord!  Jesus did not come to go to battle with the Romans.  He did not even come to kick Herod off his throne.  The reign and rule of Christ is not one of this physical, earthly realm.  Rather he rules over our hearts- He is king of our souls!  To be clear, the kingdom of Christ manifests itself first with our souls- evidenced in a spiritual change.  And later, this reign and rule of Christ will manifest itself with our bodies – a physical change as well.   The contrast is between the kingdoms of this world and the kingdom of God.  Between what we can now physically see and the realm of the spirit.  God is spirit- and the Kingdom of God is Spiritual.  Citizenship into this spiritual kingdom is not granted based on your biology nor on where you are born.  You enter into the kingdom of Christ- into His spiritual kingdom- by being born again- by being born of the water and the Spirit.  The reason that this is important is clear.  The kingdom of Jesus covers this entire earth.  His kingdom has no borders.  No nation is closer or further away from Jesus’ kingdom!  His kingdom is evident in the work of His citizens.  Citizens of His kingdom come from every nation!  So the kingdom of Jesus Christ covers this entire world!  The reason that it is important to understand the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom has to do with both His power and our expectations.  One the one hand, the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom means that he has power far beyond what we can see.  In John 18, Jesus says that if his kingdom was of this world, his servants would fighting.  We note that Jesus did not take Jerusalem by storming it with armies.  These disciples fled when Jesus was arrested.  However, do not for a moment misunderstand his power!  Jesus has access- the right to call down legions of angels to come to his defense.  Jesus says as much in Matthew 26:53- Jesus could have called down 12 legions of angels.  Just because Jesus is king of a spiritual kingdom does not make the reign and rule of Christ weak or insignificant!  The opposite is true!  The spiritual kingdom is greater than any earthly kingdom.  His kingdom is strong- mighty- and filled with power!  But being a spiritual kingdom, we should not expect to see His rule manifest itself in one nation over another.  Rather, all nations are under Him- and every king and ruler has power and authority only at His pleasure.  
IV.  The Glorious King
And finally, we see that the kingdom of Jesus is a glorious kingdom!  Both spiritual and glorious!  Rightly do the people bow down, rightly do they lay their robes down, rightly do they sing His praise!  He is the glorious king!  Even more than that, He is the King of kings and Lord of lords as Rev. 19 puts it.  He is the king sent from heaven- He is the Christ sent from the LORD God almighty.  He is the best- the greatest- the most glorious king!  In fact, although we see His glory with greater clarity after His resurrection; already now- on Palm Sunday- we can already see glimpses of this glory.  He would soon receive the name above all names- as Phil. 2 puts it.  But it was His work of humiliation, suffering and death that would earn this name above all names!  It was because He was obedient to the point of death- even death on the cross- that the Father exalts Him and gives him the name above all names!  So, we could say, that the humiliation, suffering and death were the path to Christ’s glory!  One day, when Christ returns, not just a few people lining the road into Jerusalem will bow down- but all people- every knee will bow!  Not just a few voices of the crowds in Jerusalem- but every tongue will confess to the praise of Christ’s glory!  Or as Matthew 28 concludes, all authority has been given to Him!  He is the glorious king who has all authority!  Since this is the case, how ought we to respond!  Since Christ is the humble king, rightful king, spiritual king and glorious king, how ought we to respond to His rule?  Well, the application is this; be a good citizen!  Bow down and kneel before him!  Or as Psalm 2 puts it, kiss the Son!   Honor Him as King of Kings and praise His name!  Rejoice in the blessings that He gives to His citizens!  More than that- submit to His rule!  Be a good citizen by following the command of the king!  Listen to His word- and go where He sends!  For He is the rightful King and lord of all! 
To conclude, you can tell a lot about the ruler when you look at the citizens that dwell in his kingdom.  Is there prosperity, justice, joy, contentment and righteousness?  Well, then, what does your life say about your King?  What would people say about your king when they look at how you live?  Jesus Christ the king is reigning- and the King must reign until all things are placed under His feet.  Jesus Christ arrives in Jerusalem as the King of His people.  So may we, as His citizens, honor Him as King and submit to His rule.  For the citizens of His Kingdom are truly blessed!  
