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Matthew 5:17-20;Psalm 119:97-104; Christ and the Law I.  The Fulfilled Law II. The Enduring Law III.  The Righteous Life
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, do you love the law?  David said in Psalm 119 that he loved God’s Law- that it was his joy and delight!  Sweeter than honey and more desirable than gold.  Do we view God’s Law with such admiration?  Well, most people have an adverse or indifferent view concerning God’s Law.  There are two extremes that we find even within the church today.  The word for Law is “Torah” in the Hebrew- and “nomos” in the Greek.  So the first extreme is called antinomian. Anti Law- those who view the law as outdated and having no place in the life of a Christian.  On the other extreme you have the legalist- those who view the law as their ticket to heaven.  They live and die by the law.  So how do we avoid these extremes?  We know that we are not free from the Law to live anyway that we please- but also that we are not under the law as list of strict rules that are oppressive.  Well today, Jesus puts the Law in its proper perspective.  The Law is the joy of God’s people- the delight of their heart- when they see and use it properly.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ fulfills and applies the Law for the church today.
I.  The Fulfilled Law 
In our first point, we see that Jesus came to fulfill the Law.  After revealing that God’s people are to be salt and light before the watching world, Jesus turns His focus to the Law.  V. 17- do not think that I have come to abolish the law.  You might remember that one of the accusations that the Jews brought against Jesus was that He was changing the rules and customs of the fathers.  Jesus was altering the laws handed down, and as such He was viewed as one who disrupted the Law of Moses.  He is changing the customs- they proclaimed. But here Jesus makes clear, I did not come to abolish he Law.  He did not throw out the Law- His arrival was in no way erasing or dissolving the commands that were handed down.  The rules given by God were not being set aside or destroyed.  Now remember that the Law of God is the will of God- His commandments which are summarized for us in the 10 Commandments.  And even the 10 Commandments are summarized by one word- LOVE.  When we obey the Law we are acting like we were created to be- holy and righteous!  And Jesus was not setting this aside!  Jesus was in no way undermining the law in all its parts.  Rather, as He continues in v. 17, He came to fulfill the Law.  Now how did Jesus come to complete the Law- or satisfy and obey the Law?  Well, it is clear that we did not and could not.  We are by nature law breakers- there is no fallen man that could keep and fulfill the Law.  But Jesus states that this is why He came.  Jesus came to do the Law- to obey His Father’s will.  He lived the life of the perfect man- as mankind was supposed to be!  All that the Father asked of Him, He would do.  His food and drink was to obey His Father in heaven.  As John 4:34 puts it, my food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to accomplish His work.  So Jesus came to fulfill, render complete and make perfect that which was laid out in God’s word.  Jesus does this in two, primary ways.  First, by His active obedience Jesus lives according to God’s command.  Jesus lives a perfectly obedient life.  He never disobeyed and never transgresses, but rather His life is the life of the blessed man who delights in and obeys all of God’s commandments.  The second way is found in His passive obedience.  Jesus endured the consequences of the Law.  He was treated as a Law breaker.  He suffered the wrath and curse of God which was the promised consequence of breaking God’s law.  The cross is then the satisfaction of the demands of the Law.  So His life was lived in obedience to God’s Law.  Coming to fulfill the Law is the lens by which we can see the full picture of Jesus work on earth.  The ceremonies and types of the OT Law were pointed to and fulfilled by Him.  Even His baptism by John was in order to fulfill all righteousness.  Nothing that Jesus did was random and nothing that was necessary was missing.  He came to fulfill the Law of God.  
II. The Enduring Law 
But now then- if the Law of God is fulfilled and completed by Jesus, does that mean that the law is cancelled or annulled.  Does the Law still have a place if it has been fulfilled.  Normally, when we think of a contract being fulfilled, that contract is then satisfied and no longer binding.  If I have a contract to give you 10 bushes of corn and I give you 10 bushels, then the contract is satisfied and nothing more is needed.  But the law, even though it has been fulfilled, is not cancelled and in no way does the Law fade away.  This is clear from v. 18- the Law will not pass away.  Not the smallest letter will fade from the pages.  Again in v. 19- these commands must not be relaxed but rather upheld.  No slacking of the Law is allowed.  And finally in v. 20- the Law must be taught, applied and lived!  So completion does not mean cancelled; and the fulfillment does not mean abolished.  Rather, Jesus brings the Law into even greater focus and deeper application!  Instead of getting weaker and passing away, they were getting stronger and more abiding!  In fact, the very Sermon on the Mount proved this fact.  During this sermon, Jesus was not coming up within something new wholesale- He was building upon and clarifying what was already contained in the OT.  This will be abundantly clear over the next few weeks- for example in v. 21 Jesus will turn to the 6th commandment- you shall not murder.  And in v. 27, Jesus brings the 7th commandment into focus- you shall not commit adultery.  You see, Jesus is not starting over from scratch, but rather He is taking what the Law said in the OT and bringing that Law to its full and proper application.  He first strips away the human additions that the Pharisees added- brings us back to the Law in its purity and clarity- and then directly applies that Law to the heart and hand.  So not only does Jesus fulfill the Law as we saw in our first point, He explains, teaches and applies that law as well.  To be clear, when Jesus fulfilled the Law He satisfied its legal demands.  As Col. 2:14 puts it, Jesus “canceled the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”  But this does not mean that the Law passes away and is no longer applicable or applies to us.  In fact, those who would be called “great” in the kingdom of God will be both the teachers and the doers of the Law as v. 19 makes clear.  So Jesus fulfills the Law- but He also takes the Law and applies it to His people.  Not only teaching us, but by the Spirit enabling us to know and even to obey.  The Law is now “written on our hearts” by the Holy Spirit as Rom. 2 puts it.  Jesus enables us to know the Law rightly- and the Law is applied to our heart, soul, mind, hand and tongue.  All aspects of the Law applied to all of our being.  We being conformed to the perfect Law of Love and Liberty.  Again as Jesus says in John 14:15, if you love me you will keep my commandments.  So for those in Christ, even though the Law has been fulfilled and accomplished, that very Law remains and is taught and obeyed.  The Law is not a burden then- but for those in Christ the Law is seen in all is breadth and depth- and we respond with joyful obedience from a thankful heart.  
III.  The Righteous Life
Now then, what remains is for us to consider the righteous life that Jesus speaks of in v. 20.  You must have a righteousness that is greater than the scribes and Pharisees if you will enter the kingdom of heaven.  Now is Jesus taking away in v. 20 what He promised in v. 17.  He has stated that he came to fulfill the Law and secure our righteousness in v. 17- but now in v. 20 Jesus says that we need a righteousness of our own?  I thought that no one was righteous- no, not one.  Everyone is a sinner, and we all go astray in our hearts.  Is it a hopeless cause?  If we need a righteousness greater than the scribes and Pharisees, what hope do we have?  Can we earn our own righteousness by keeping the Law?  The answer to this question is clear, we cannot and will never earn our own righteousness.  Remember who this sermon on the mount was being given to?  This sermon is for the disciples- for those who already follow Jesus Christ – for those who already are justified!  This is not a do better and work harder sermon- no room for righteousness with God by our own works of the Law.  As the sinner in Luke 18 found out, when you cry out for mercy with a humble heart and truth faith, you will be justified and go home righteous.  So we remain firmly saved by grace through faith in Christ alone- who is our righteousness!  But a second point must also be made here- the fact that we are justified is no excuse for wicked living!  Justification is no reason for lax or lazy Christians!  In fact, it is necessary that those who are justified to also be sanctified!  Those who are joined to Christ by faith have an imputed righteousness- making them more righteous than the scribes and Pharisees.  But it is also true that those in Christ receive the gift of the Holy Spirit- and by the Spirit these believers are enabled to live a holy and righteous life that will also be more righteous than that of the scribes and Pharisees!  Being joined to Christ by faith changes our heart.  We have a new will and desire- the will and the way of obedience is granted to those who are born again by the Spirit.  The scribes and Pharisees were content with the externals- piety for show and for the praise of man.  But those in Christ have a new heart- our very motivation now aligns with God.   It is in this way that we can and will say- How I love your Law!  We love God’s Law because we love God who gave us His Law!  Jesus conforms us so that we will excel in righteous living.  As Rom. 3:31 states, do we overthrow the law by faith?  By no means!  In fact, by faith we uphold the law!  So there is no room for morally loose Christians- the Law is still to have a primary place in our lives as we know God’s rule does not change- His law remains and abides until heaven and earth pass away!  In heaven we will no longer need to read the 10 commandments- but until then we must learn to love His Law and meditate on it day and night.  Or as Eph. 5:10 puts it, walk as children of light and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
To conclude, the Law and the Gospel are not opposed to each other but rather they go hand in hand.  The Law exposes our need for the gospel- and the gospel brings us back to the Law.  The Law is a gift from God- so that we might know His way and discern His thoughts.  Instead of rejecting or ignoring the Law, we are to delight and meditate upon it.  Seeking to live with the Law as a lamp to our feet and a light upon our path.  Jesus Christ fulfills and applies the Law for the church today.  So may we be good students of God’s law- upholding the standard of love in our own lives and teaching this standard of truth to others.  For those who do this will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who keep God’s Law in gratitude- for their reward will be great in the kingdom of heaven.  
