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Matthew 5:43-48; Gal. 6:6-10; “Who Do You Love” I.  The Call to Love Enemies II. Reflecting the Kindness of God III. Receiving the Promised Reward
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who receives our good gifts?  Who do we shower our blessing upon.  I submit to you that most people reserve their good things for those who are either close family or friends.  For example, if you are going to invite some family out for pizza, normally that family will be one that shares the common bond of friendship with us.  But have you ever brought a pizza to someone who hates you?  Well no- why would we do that?  We reserve our gifts for those whom we appreciate- whose services we receive and are blessed by- while we ignore and steer clear of those who hate us or are hostile towards us.  Today we continue the same line of thought from last week.  Turning the other cheek, going the extra mile and giving someone the shirt off our back all relate to how we treat those who are against us.  People who slap you, sue you and force you to carry their burdens were the focus last week.  This week we focus on our enemies in a more general sense.  The title of our sermon is this- who do you love?  It is easy to love those who love you, but God’s people will learn to love even our enemies.  When you are the field of battle, it is important to know who is a friend and who is a foe.  Even when playing sports, we need to know the difference between a teammate and the opposing team.  But for God’s people, we are not allowed to only love our friends and hate our foes! So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ instructs His people to love their enemies as the Father has showed kindness to this fallen world.  
I.  The Call to Love Enemies 
In our first point we consider the call to love our enemies.  So the question is- who exactly is our enemy?  Most people strive to be liked by everyone.  To be a “people pleaser”- we don’t like the idea of people being our enemies.  But the fact is, everyone has enemies.  People who slap us in the face or injure us with their words as we saw last week.  People who persecuted us as v. 44 concludes.  So then, who are a few enemies that we face?  Well, this past week we found an example in the news.  A group of Anti-Ice protestors stormed into a church to disrupt the worship service in Minnesota.  Often the people who are rioting and chanting in the streets are enemies of the truth- and the Bible says love your enemies.  The Pro-LGBTQ politicians who slander God’s word and deny the truth about marriage and gender are our enemies.  Love your enemies.  Even closer to home, that co-worker who makes your life miserable because of your convictions is an enemy.  Love your enemy.  The classmate who calls you names and makes fun of what you wear or how you play sports is your enemy.  Love your enemy.  An enemy is someone who does not love you- someone who is not kind to you!  Someone who ignores you or does not greet you.  But we also have enemies that come from our own homes.  The fact is, there are times when we are in conflict with the people that we love dearly.  When a husband and wife are engaged in a bitter argument- during that time of hostility your spouse has effectively become your enemy.  When a child talks back to you and disrespects you- this relationship has been turned into a hostile engagement.  Love your enemies.  The fact is, we have very few people whom we would call our enemies- but there are times when those who are closest to us have become enemies for a time.  So during these conflicts and hostilities in the home- Jesus says- love your enemies.  Your enemies need not be life long or generational foes- like the Hatfields and McCoys.  But in that particular moment at that particular time, someone may be your adversary by the words they say or the things they do.  People who hurt you are enemies.  Jesus says- love your enemies.  And in this particular context- God the Father shows kindness to His enemies.  Well then, who is an enemy of God?  Anyone who does not acknowledge Him or give Him the glory that He deserves.  When we look at this this way- the enemy that we have to show love to is anyone who is not a believer- these are enemies of God and yet they are to be the recipients of our kindness.  How, then, are we to show kindness?  What does it mean to love our enemies and bless those who persecute. Negatively, we are to refrain from giving injury and harm to them.  We refuse to slap those who slap us as we saw last week.  But not only do we refuse to retaliate, we are to do good to them.  To bless them and benefit their lives in some way.  Or as I Cor. 13 puts it, love is patient and kind.  It does not boast, it is not proud or rude.  It is not easily angered, and love keeps no record of wrong.  The story is told of a young boy who came home from school with tears in his eyes.  This young boy was being picked on and teased by his classmates.  His mother responded- let’s pray for those who are picking on you.  That wise response changed the whole discussion.  Instead of getting angry and fueling the child’s anger- this mother moved into the realm of grace!  So we are to show love and pray.  But what should we pray for?  Well, we can pray that God would soften the hearts of our enemy- and soften our own hearts as well.  That we would learn to love as we ought- and our enemy would learn about God who is the God of love.  
II. Reflecting the Kindness of God 
When it comes to showing love to our enemies, we are also called to reflect the kindness and love that God has shown to us and others as well.  As v. 45 continues, the love that we are called to show is a reflection of the love that our God has shown.  We all remember what John 3 says- for God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.  God has loved the world- and the world includes all sorts of people!  And again, God’s love is seen in the death of Jesus Christ.  Who did Jesus die for?  Specifically, when Jesus died for His people, were we enemies or friends?  Well, interestingly, in Rom. 5:10 we read that while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.  Did you catch that- Jesus died for us while we were yet enemies!  It was His death that makes us into His friends- as we are born again by the Spirit.  But He died for us while we were yet enemies.  In other words, Jesus’ death was the extreme example of love- greater love has no man than this!  And Jesus died for us while we were enemies!  So we are called to reflect the kindness that God has showed us- has showed all men- by our love that give to all men.  When we do good- when we show love- we are in fact proving that we are sons of God as v. 45 states.  This kindness that we are called to show is then following the example that our God sets for us.  For God the Father sends His sunshine and His rain to all men- both the just and the unjust.  There are common, creational blessings that are shared by all people.  Life, health, prosperity, family and the joys of life are shared by all.  The field of the just and the unjust both grow in similar manner.  Now this teaching- that God shows kindness to all mankind- has been called “Common Grace.”  To be clear, this general kindness and creational blessings are not the same as saving or redeeming grace!  All mankind is not being saved by way of this creational kindness.  God does not love all mankind in the same way- He does not save everyone.  This passage is not teaching universal redemption.  But it is clear that there is some universal benevolence that all mankind does enjoy.  God not only restrains or postpones the judgment that mankind deserves, He also grants the positive enjoyment of His blessings on earth today.  This general kindness is enjoyed by the just and the unjust as v. 45 concludes.  God sends His temporal blessings on those who love Him and on those who do not love Him!  So both the church and the members of the world have these gifts.  You cannot tell the difference between the house or the field of a Christian and that of an unbeliever.  Both enjoy God’s kindness today.  So as God’s people, we are not to make a distinction between who deserves and who does not deserve our love.  This is an incredibly high calling- as v. 48 puts it- be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.  We desire to grow in our love for all people- doing good to all as Gal. 6 reads.  Specifically seen in our prayer- praying for the just and the unjust!  We love others because God loved us first.  We do not wait for others to become lovely before we love them.  
III. Receiving the Promised Reward
Now that we have considered our calling to reflect the kindness and goodness of God to all, in our last point we look at the promise of reward that is here contained.  First, stated negatively, if you only love those who love you, what reward do you have- v. 46?  If you only love those who already love you, how are you different than the world?  It is easy to love those who share our faith and are members of our family.  There is no reward promised when you give to those who will give you the same back.  There is a difference between loving those who love us- and loving those who do not already love us.  Just as there is a difference between fellowship and hospitality.  Fellowship is when you invite members of your church or family over for meal or to play games.  Fellowship is good- and useful for building up the body of Christ.  But hospitality is literally the love of strangers.  Hospitality is when you invite someone into your home for a meal knowing that you will never get an invitation in return.  The love of strangers is when you do some kind deed or show mercy to someone who will not return the favor.  This is what Jesus is calling for today!  Being generous to those who need it- and will likely never return what was given.  We are to greet not only those who greet us back- but those who will not greet us back.  So the reward promised in v. 46 is reserved for those who show kindness to all- especially those who will not return the favor!  The reward is for those who love every neighbor- especially those who are our enemies.  Christians should not just do what the world does.  For example- at Christmas time, there is a lot of gift exchanges that take place.  That is not really generosity- because you give in order to get something back in return.  Even unbelievers will do a gift exchange.  But if you give a gift to someone who is not a Christian- or you show mercy to someone who has wronged you- that is the kind of action that sets God’s people apart!  We are to do the things that others won’t- that unbelievers would not even think of doing.  Love your enemies- pray for those who persecute you.  Just to fill this concept of reward out a little bit- Mt. chapter 6 continues this idea.  So Mt. 6:4 says- that your father in heaven sees what you do in secret, and He will reward you.  God has promised to reward- to grant blessings in the life to come- to those who love their enemies.  God sees what you do.  Even though your enemy will not reward you- your God will!  And this is how we are known as children of God- when we love our enemies.   
To conclude, the idea that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves sounds easy in concept.  But who is my neighbor?  Well, anyone God has put in your path.  But today, Jesus has applied the Law of Love to a greater degree.  Not only love your neighbor, we are to love our enemies!  In this way, we will be known as sons of God.  We are called to love- and love is an act of service for the good of others.  Jesus Christ instructs His people to love their enemies as the Father has showed kindness to this fallen world.  So let us seek to do good to all- and to love our neighbor and our enemy as ourselves.  
