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Matthew 5:1-12 (7-9); Psalm 24:1-6 A Blessed Life Part 2 I.  Those who are Blessed II. How they are Blessed
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, how would you describe your relationship with others?  How do you view others?  Are people an inconvenience to you?  Do you get annoyed with people sometimes?  We all have people in our lives that are hard to get along with- but today we find that God promises to bless those who are a blessing to others.  So in our second consideration of the Sermon on the Mount, this morning we focus on our relationship to fellow man.  Last week in v. 3-6 we looked at how we are to view ourselves in relationship to God.  We are to be humble, meek, lowly and to see our need for His righteousness.  So a humble, childlike faith is a proper way to describe the Chrisitan life.  Spiritual humility.  Today in v. 7-9 we look at the next 3 Beatitudes- how are we to relate to others?  How to Christians interact with others on a daily basis?  The answer is- graciously.  As I said last week, these 9 Beatitudes are a unit- they stand and fall together.  They either describe you or they do not.  Spoken to his disciples, Jesus is making it clear exactly what kind of life we must and will live.  He is encouraging his followers to live a certain way in this life even as they look forward to the blessings of the life to come.  Jesus continues to turn the world’s values and standards upside down.  Who gets ahead in the world today?  It is the bold, brash, harsh and cruel that tend to succeed.  Those who take advantage of others- and use relationships as opportunities for their own success.  But that is not the way of Christ, nor is that the way of His people.  So today we consider how God’s people are to be known- specifically how they are to treat others.  Because of the grace that we have already received- because we are forgiven, justified and sanctified people, we will necessarily treat others differently.  These beatitudes describe us- before they are something that we are to pursue they are descriptive.  If you are in Christ, this is how you will live and these are the blessings that belong to you.  Jesus Christ pronounces His blessing upon those who walk in His way towards others.  Those who are blessed will be gracious towards others.  
I.  Those who are Blessed 
In our first point, we consider the character traits of those whom Jesus says are blessed.  Blessed are the merciful- v. 7.  Now mercy, compassion, pity and care for those in distress are traits that the world does not praise.  Rather, those who rise to power are often known as being ruthless, cruel and inhumane.  But as God’s people, merciful describes our interaction with others.  Being merciful is seen in our willingness to forgive, to show empathy and compassion.  To be generous to those in need.  To weep with those who weep.  To consider the needs of others before our own.  Mercy seeks to lighten the load and lesson the burden that others are bearing.  In fact, in Jesus’ day, those who were afflicted with blindness would cry out for mercy from the son of David.  Have mercy on us- they shouted in Mark 10.  Added to this, Jesus is called the faithful and merciful high priest in Heb. 2.  To show mercy is when we see the suffering of others and we take it upon ourselves to help them in a tangible way.  Mercy does not say- I wish you well- and then do nothing about it.  Rather, mercy moves God’s people to share with those in need, to help the afflicted, to visit the widow and the fatherless.  As Micah 6:8 puts it, “what does God require of you?  To do justice, love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”  Mercy is clearly seen in the parable of the Good Samaritan.  This man took pity on this fellow who was beaten and robbed.  In mercy, the Samaritan was willing to be encumbered in order to help.  So God’s people are known as being merciful.  We share each other’s burdens- giving and supporting others in their time of need.  Added to mercy, God’s people are also pure in heart- v. 8.  To be pure in heart is to be clean in our desire.  Unstained and unblemished.  A clean heart is one that is free from wrong desires or polluted interests.  To be blameless, innocent and unsullied.  The opposite of a pure heart would be a heart that is divided- or polluted with ungodly desires.  Specifically, a heart that is filled with coveting, lust or greed would be an impure heart.  Rather, God’s people would not only have a clean hand, but even a pure heart!  Not only their outward actions, but their very desires would be above reproach.  As Psalm 24:4 puts it, “only those who have a clean hand and pure heart can ascent the hill of the Lord and stand in His holy place.  It is this one who will receive a blessing from the Lord.”  A Christian is not only concerned with the external actions- but his own heart is under constant watch and care.  The heart is the wellspring of a man- so it needs to be guarded!  As we have seen in our 10 Commandment series- the Law applies to the heart and not just the hand!  So those who would be blessed are those who have right desires towards and for others.  We genuinely want what is good for them!  We are not double minded or polluted in heart- but rather pure in heart.  Wholey devoted to God!  And finally, we read that those who are peacemakers will be blessed- v. 9.  Now a peacemaker is one who makes peace- shalom- bringing a calmness and tranquility.  A place of comfort and rest is created by this kind of person.  A peacemaker is one who brings down the temperature- who acts and speaks in such a way as to defuse a situation.  This kind of person seeks to heal and restore relationships!  The opposite of a peacemaker is someone who sows conflict and division.  One who separates and divides- leaving a wake of chaos behind him.  Some people are like a grenade- volatile and unpredictable.  Rather, a peacemaker tears down walls and disarms those engaged in conflict.  Now some have been calling President Trump a peacemaker lately- because of the proposed plan for peace in the Middle East.  This is a good thing- but true and lasting peace will not be found on this earth on this side of glory.  The sad fact is this- there will be wars and rumors of wars until the end.  But God’s people are not war starters- our battle is not against flesh and blood- our fellow man is not our enemy.  Rather, we seek to be peaceful.  I Thes. 4 puts it like this- “aspire to live quiet lives and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, so that you may live properly before outsides.”   For the fact is, we already do have peace with God.  Our God is a God of peace- He establishes peace!  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ as Rom. 5 puts it.  So then, since we have peace with God we are to seek to share and extend this peace with others.  In two main areas.  In our relationship to fellow man.  Seeking to live a peaceful life that sets the stage for productive conversations.  Our desire for peace covers not only this life- but also the life to come.  We want others to have the peace that we ourselves have!  We want others to enjoy the blessing of peace and reconciliation with God as well!  So being a peacemaker in the world is a desire for the outsider to become one of God’s people.  Remember that the arrival of Jesus was one that brought peace on earth- good will towards men!  Jesus came to proclaim a message of peace- as He is the Prince of Peace!  So those who are peacemakers will desire that message of peace- of reconciliation with God- known to others as well!  Peacemakers will be truth speakers!  And second, peacemakers will be dedicated to pursuing peace within the church.  Eph. 4:3 says that we are to be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  So pursuing and maintaining peace within the church is our shared calling!  We are to be peacemakers in the church!  Patient with one another- refusing to gossip or slander.  Bitterness, rivalry and strife can grow up right here as well- so we need to be constant in this pursuit of peace! To be clear, Jesus is saying that His disciples will walk in His way.  We will treat others as He treated others- as He treated us!  
II. How they are Blessed
As we move on, we consider the benefits and blessings that are promised to those who walk in this way.  We all know the golden rule, do to others as you would have them do to you.  Interestingly, the golden rule takes a different turn today.  With these Beatitudes we find this rule- do to others as you would have God do you!  Whatever you want God to give you- you must be willing to give to others!  So as we back up to v. 7 we find- if you want mercy from God, you are to show mercy to others!  Rather, if you are expecting mercy from God you are expected to show mercy to others.  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy!  Here Jesus is again speaking with authority.  These blessings are the promised inheritance- it will go well with you- you will be blessed for in fact you are already blessed.  So in showing and extending mercy, you are proving that you have already received mercy!  The merciful will be shown mercy.  To be clear, Jesus is not teaching that we must act first.  That our receiving mercy is contingent on our showing mercy.  Rather, we can and will show mercy to others because we have and will continue to receive mercy from God.  If we fail to show mercy, we prove that we ourselves have not received mercy either!  It is a similar relationship to that of love and forgiveness.  Those who have received the love of God will necessarily extend that love to others.  But it is God who loved us first!  Those who have been forgiven by God will, as a sign of this forgiveness, be willing and quick to forgive others.  So it is with mercy.  We who have received mercy are already blessed- and as the Spirit resides within us we will be merciful.  Continuing in v. 8- the pure in heart shall see God.  As we heard earlier from Psalm 24- who shall ascend the holy hill?  Who shall stand in His holy place?  One who has clean hands and a pure heart.  So the pure in heart will see God.  Here again, as we saw last week, Jesus is pointing to a very specific and blessed future reserved for God’s people.  We will see God!  We now see God and His glory dimly- but then we shall see Him clearly!  Face to face as I Cor. 13 puts it.  Sinners cannot look on God’s face and live- no one has ever seen God in this way.  But we will be able to behold Him and his glory- clearly seeing the glorified Son of God.  As Rev. 22: 4 says, they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.  Even though God is spirit- He does not have a finite body as such- the fact remains that we will one day see God!  This is called the “Beatific Vision.”  Seeing God where He is and as He is.  No one has ever seen the Father except the Son- and the Son is the exact imprint and image of the Father.  So in our seeing of the Son in His glory we will in fact be able to see God.  As John 14 says, those who have seen the Son have in fact seen the Father.  This much is clear, when Jesus comes back on the clouds of glory, we will be able to see God! To look on Him clearly, face to face and unashamed!  And when we see Him, we shall be made like Him!  And this fact brings us to the last verse- blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  You shall see God- and you shall be called Sons of God!  The fact is, we are already adopted children of God.  Adopted by grace.  But when we will see Jesus, our adoption will be follwed by our glorification!  We will be made to be the perfect sons and daughters of God!  Transformed into the image of the perfect Son, our Lord Jesus Christ!  If we have professed the name of God before men, Jesus will confess our names before His Father!  We will be called Son and Daughters of the living God!  As Gal. 3:26 puts it, in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  Being children of God means that we have a name, a home and family.  We belong!  But its not just the blessing of belonging- there will be real vindication that will take place on this last day.  We already are children of God.  But this fact will be declared- we will be called his sons and daughters.  All will know and all will see- that we His children and He is our God!
To conclude, the blessings before us today continue to remind us who we are in Christ- how we are to live and the blessed end which is reserved for us.  How we treat others is to reflect how God has treated us!  Again, we are not meriting these blessings, but they are promised to us as our blessed inheritance.  Jesus Christ pronounces His blessing upon those who walk in His way towards others.  The blessings are a promise secured for us by Christ and extended to His people by grace.  So may we all seek to be the kind of people that we are recreated to be in Christ- merciful, pure and peacemaking.  

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord cause His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His fact towards you and give you peace.  
