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Matthew 6:1-4; Practicing your Righteousness I.  What we Give II. How we Give III. Why we Give
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, we all like to look good to others.  Everyone wants to put their best foot forward- to make a good impression on others.  But sometimes, the desire to be liked by others can infiltrate our lives to the point that we start to pretend to be more pious than we really are.  This week, as we begin Matthew 6, we will find Jesus exposing the heart of the hypocrite.  Especially in this Jewish context, a righteous man’s life is known by his giving, his prayer life, and his fasting.  So giving, praying and fasting are the next three topics that Jesus is going to give instruction on.  Two weeks ago, we read the command to love our enemies.  To do good to all- and to give good things to our enemies.  In this way, we show ourselves to be sons and daughters of God.  But this raises another issue- it is possible to do the right thing for the wrong reason!  It is possible to give gifts to people with a sinful or selfish motivation.  So the end of chapter 5 focusses on doing good to all- even our enemies.  This week we focus on how we are to do these good works.  Basically, Jesus is telling us to do our good for the praise of God and not the praise of man.  When we do our good deeds secretly, we avoid the proud heart that boasts in human praise.  So this morning we consider this theme: Jesus Christ teaches us to practice our righteousness for the praise of God and not man.
I.  What we Give 
In our first point we consider what we are called to give.  So Jesus begins in v. 1- practice your righteousness.  Now what does it mean to practice your righteousness?  Well, practicing your righteousness is to put your faith into practice.  Since we are now righteous- justified by faith in Christ- we are to live out of this truth.  Putting your faith into practice- or making your faith evident by your works.  This practicing of your righteousness can take many different forms.  We often talk about giving your time, talent and treasure.  When you do acts of service, use your God given gifts and abilities, and share your finances with those who are in need.  Working out your salvation with fear and trembling.  Or as I John 2:29 puts it, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of God.  To be clear, practicing righteousness is not doing work to make us righteous.  We do not earn the righteousness that we receive.  Rather, having the righteousness of Christ imputed to us enables us to now live a righteous life.  Now this word for righteousness in v. 1 can also be translated as mercy, charity or compassion.  So Jesus is specifically focusing on one act of putting our faith into practice- and that is giving to those in need.  We see this again in v. 2- when you give to the needy.  So the specific act in view here is that of charity- giving of alms and gifts to those who are poor and needy.  We would call this our benevolence.  Now Scripture has a lot to say about our giving.  Heb. 13- Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  So God’s people are called to give from what they have received.  To return a portion for use within His kingdom.  Traditionally, the tithe would be the first 10% returned to the Lord with any additional free will offerings added on that.  But the point it, Jesus has every expectation that His disciples will be givers!  It is not a question of “if” they will give, but “when” they give.  As Dt. 16 instructed, every man is to give as he is able, and shall not appear before the Lord empty handed.  So God’s people will share with those who are in need- recognizing that we have freely received so we must freely give.  Returning a portion of our funds to support the ministry of the church.  In keeping with the measure God has blessed you, sharing with those in need.  Not only is it true that the poor we will always have with us- it is also true that the church will always be generous in their giving.
II. How we Give 
Now that Jesus has established the fact that those who are His disciples will be givers, in the next point Jesus focusses on how they must give.  Negatively, beware practicing your righteousness before men to be seen by them.  Positively, give to the needy in secret as v. 4 states.  So Jesus gives a negative example in v. 2- do not be like the Pharisees in their giving- do not be a hypocrite.  So what was wrong with the way that the Pharisees gave?  Well, the Pharisees of Jesus day were visible givers- who made a lot of noise when they have.  During this time, it was common for the priests to sound a trumpet- to blow a ram’s horn when some extraordinary need arose in Jerusalem.  This call to come and give would be met with very public displays of generosity.  Some people would shut up shop and run to the temple to show their support.  Sound the alarm- let everyone know- I am giving all my money to the poor today.  It would be like taking out an add in the newspaper- or calling a press conference.  Putting on a show so that everyone would know how generous I am.  Interestingly, there were also coin boxes located in the temple that had trumpet shaped opening in the top.  These metal boxes had small openings in the top of the lid.  So if the wealthy came to give a lot of coins- the sound of their giving would be heard by all with the clank of every coin being dropped into this metal box.  So the rich could stand there and make a lot of noise with all their giving- one clinking coin at a time.  But Jesus say that this is hypocrisy.  Those who give in this way- who give for the praise of others- who give in order to be seen- these are hypocrites.  They are putting on a show- they are charlatans.  They are masking their true intentions.  They are not really motivated by love for God nor love for their poor neighbor.  Rather, they are motivated by love for themselves!  They love the praise of man- so that is why they are giving.  Instead, let your giving be done in secret.  Do not blow the trumpet- hide your giving from men.  Added to that- do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing as v. 3 says.  So not only should your giving be a secret from other people, it should be a secret from yourself!  Your left hand does not know that your right hand is giving!  The fact is- people enjoy the praise of man- but they also like the praise of the self!  We like people to see our generosity- but we also like to self-congratulate as well!  We boast in our own humility- we take pride in our own generosity!  So the praise of man and self-praise are both a danger to the practice of our righteousness!  So when you are giving- we have to test our hearts.  As II Cor. 9- Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  When you put your money in the collection plate- do you look around?  Do you glance at others to see if and how much they give?  Do you worry what other people will think if they see how much you give?  Do not think of man when you give- rather give unto the LORD!  God is not only concerned that you give- but how you give!  What is the motivation?  To get others to see it- to make yourself feel good?  Or out of joyful, generous heart moved by love for God!  To illustrate this point- I’m sure you have seen a new building opened that boasts the name of a generous benefactor.  Even on Christian school campuses, there are new wings and new building dedicated in the name of the person who gave all this money so that this building could be constructed.  You can give money to have a new building constructed- but do you want your name on the side of it or would it be better to give anonymously?  To give a gift to someone without putting your name on the tag.  Jesus wants us to give in secret- without others knowing.  It may not always be possible to give in secret- but there should never be a desire to be recognized!  As an aside, this is really the benefit of the envelope system at church.  No one can see how much you are giving- and the matter remains between you and the Lord.  
III. Why we Give
Now that we have seen the necessity of giving, and the goal to be secret or hidden when we give, in our last point we consider why this matters.  Why are we to give?  Well, there are two options here.  You can give for the praise of man- to receive the accolades of others for your generosity.  Or you can give for the praise of God- being generous for His praise and glory.  It all comes to the heart- what do we love?  Who do we love?  If we love ourselves and the praise of man, then our giving will be external and visible.  Jesus is warning us against his kind of giving- generosity for the praise of man.  To be seen by others.  Every action has a consequence- every act of charity brings its own reward.  So then, if you desire is the praise of man and your giving is done so that you can be seen, then you reward will be earthly and temporary.  If we give because we love the praise of man, then our reward will be just that- the praise of man!  When people see us giving and then they think well of us- if we get the pat on the back and the round of applause for what we have done- then we have received our reward.  But if we give secretly.  If we give because we love God first and want to obey Him out of joyful gratitude, then we also will be rewarded.  But our reward will not be from men- it will not come in the form of self-congratulations.  Rather, the one who sees in secret will reward you as v. 6 concludes.  Prov. 19- whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.  Or as Eph. 6:8 puts it, knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord.  Now this reward from our heavenly Father comes in various ways.  Although this reward is not earned as such, it is a promised reward none the less.  The first way in which we are rewarded is in the joy that we experience in our hearts.  There is a spiritual reward that we enjoy when we give- joy in serving God is a reward in itself.  To see our gifts being used by God to bless others does cheer our hearts.  Even as Acts 20: 35 says, it is more blessed to give than to receive.  So there is a joy that the giver receives- a delight in the act giving itself.  But there is another reward that is promised.  A reward that is kept in heaven for you.  God sees what you do, and He will reward you.  Now here is where it gets interesting.  The Father sees what you do in secret- and He will reward you. But the reward that He will give is not a secret reward!  Rather, the reward He will give will be one that is very visible!  So a secret gift given on earth will be rewarded by God with a visible gift in heaven!  Even as our God will say- well done good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful in little- now enter into your master’s reward!  So then, whose praise is more important to you?  The passing praise of man- or the eternal praise of God?  From whom do you seek a reward?  A passing pat on the back from man or an eternal crown in glory?  
To conclude, the concept of giving and charity is an expected part of the Christian’s life.  Practicing our righteousness and giving to the needy will be a part of our churches’ life.  But why do we give?  From whom are we seeking praise?  A generous heart is one that has learned to see everything we have as gift.  As Jesus said in Matthew 10- freely you have received, so freely you are to give. Jesus Christ teaches us to practice our righteousness for the praise of God and not man.  As we now come to the Lord’s Supper, we find once again that our heavenly host graciously feeds us- poor and needy sinners.  We receive His body and blood from His hand- being fed unto eternal life!  May this blessed gift stir our hearts to be generous with others in their time of need.  
