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Matthew 6:19-21; Matthew 19:23-30; Storing Up Treasures I.  Storing Your Treasures on Earth II. Storing Your Treasures in Heaven
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the contrast between this world and the next is one that we, as God’s people, must always keep in mind.  But this contrast can be pushed in wrong or sinful ways as well.  Perhaps you have heard it said that someone is so heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good.  This is false contrast!  As we will see today- those who are the most heavenly minded will view and use their earthly wealth with good result- a good that will be seen both today and tomorrow.  I had a friend back up in Canada who used to ask me- if I went to work in order to eat or did I eat in order to work?  I think the point of this question was this: is food something that you work for as an idol- or is food simply fuel that enables you to work.  Here again, this could be applied in a false contrast.  Food is fuel for the body to be sure- but it is also a gift that we can enjoy.  So we can work for food and also enjoy the food that God gives.  As we saw last week as well, a Christian can enjoy both fasting and feasting as long as these are done to the glory of God!  As we come to Mt. 6:19, Jesus is going to keep this focus on the present and the future before us.  We are called to live in light of eternity- and the coming future will help us both enjoy the blessing of today rightly as we use them in light of tomorrow.  In other words, Jesus is going to help us keep our earthly possessions and physical blessings in their proper place.  These earthly blessings are gifts from God- but they are temporary in nature.  How you use them and how you view them displays the state of your heart.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ teaches us to store our treasures in heaven as we seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness.
I.  Storing Your Treasures on Earth 
In our first point we consider how people store up treasures on earth- and what this storing treasures on earth will cost them.  As we will see, the cost is very great!  So Jesus begins in v. 19, do not lay up treasures for yourself on earth.  Do not treasure the treasures of this world.  Now there are a lot of treasures in this world.  As you may know, the price of gold has gone up something like 75% this past year.  Silver is up even higher than that.  The stock market continues to break records for being an all-time high.  So how do we lay up treasures on earth?  Well, we store up treasures on earth when the things of this world are more important to us than anything else.  We amass treasures and build bigger barns, which leads to a love of and trust in these worldly possessions.  The price of your investments becomes more important than people, than church, than eternity; more important that God Himself.  This is the way of consumerism- the way of world.  To focus, prioritize and pursue the things of this world at all costs.  You need around 2 million dollars to retire comfortably- we are told.  If you want to be financially self-sufficient- these are the steps that you need to follow.  But as Paul warns in Timothy- the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  And again in our reading from Mt. 19- it is hard for the rich to enter heaven- because it is hard for the rich to give up their earthly possessions. So Jesus is warning the rich- and indeed all people- that money, riches and the treasures of this world make poor gods.  Investing in these earthly, passing things is always a poor investment if you looking for these things to last.  As we find with Achan in Joshua 7- greed and theft leads to the destruction of an entire household.  So Jesus continues in v. 19 by outlining why treasuring the treasures of this world is a dangerous thing.  The first reason that you should not store up or seek to amass earthly treasure is because earthly treasures are temporary, passing and can be lost.  All earthly treasures are perishable and will be consumed.  
So why is it unwise to store up grain and food?  Well, people eat it and it is gone.  To say nothing of mice that can eat it- mold that decay and pollute it – rot that can consume.  How about storing up clothing?  Well, the moth can consume it, the stain can mark it, and wearing these clothes causes them to wear out.  Your favorite pair of jeans or sneakers will not last more than a few years.  Clothing is poor investment.  How about gold and silver?  Well, as you know these investments have really gone up this past year.  But silver coins and gold bars can be stolen or spent.  And you can’t take them with you when you die!  Well, how about houses and cars.  Well, cars break down and rust, houses need new shingles, painting and updating.  Even the most expensive truck will one day need repairs- and if you are looking for a used car for your child, you will know how difficult it is to find one that does not have rust.  All of this is to say- earthly things and physical treasures are poor investments.  They cannot be used to pay for your soul and they have no lasting and permanent return.  There is always a better house to buy, a better truck in someone else’s driveway.  They are easily lost or consumed.  They have a temporary and transient nature.  Where will all these things be in the new creation?  When you die you will leave them all behind.  Although useful for today, they remain glaringly temporary and passing.  Added to this, these earthly treasures have the effect of keeping your heart focused on the present as v. 21 continues.  Where your treasure is, your heart is also.  So if you treasure earthly things above all else- then your heart is tied to this world.  If you live for today, then today is all you have! Be careful here- Jesus is warning us against focusing too much on the earthly things alone!  Remember that it was the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches that chokes the seed of the Word in Mt. 13.   The fact is, many lives have become unfruitful because the heart is set on earthly treasures.  Worldly possessions make poor gods- they take from you and rob your time and focus.  They tie your heart to this world which is passing away.  So do not store up for yourself earthly treasures!  As we have seen these past 3 weeks, if your religion is limited to the external- or if you are living in order to seen and praised by man- you will get the praise of man.  If you are seeking to surround yourself with earthly treasures- then you will enjoy those treasures in this life alone!  Now to be clear, Jesus is not teaching a communism or socialism where God’s people have nothing.  No, the Bible does defend private property and individual ownership.  Nor is Jesus saying that it is sinful to plan and save for the future.  It is wise to have a saving and retirement account.  There is nothing wrong with having a nice house and car- or even having some gold or silver.  So Jesus is not warning against saving for your earthly future.  But before we let ourselves off too easily- we do need to ask- how much time, energy, focus and love do those earthly treasures receive?  You will remember that the rich young man of Mt. 19 was told to sell all that he had and give to the poor because he was rich and had idolized wealth!  In order to follow Jesus, he has to give away the thing he idolized!  So we need to be careful here- if we treasure the things of this world above all- then our hearts – our love- will be linked to earthly and passing things!  When that is so, you will miss out on the treasures of the life to come.
II. Storing Your Treasures in Heaven
So, instead of treasuring the treasures of this world, Jesus tells us in v. 20 that we are to store up treasure in heaven.  How then are we to lay up treasures in heaven?  Well, there are ways in which a Christian can send treasure on ahead.  We can spend our earthly talents, time and treasures in such a way that they will grow wings and fly above- they will go before us and we will receive a great reward!  We can store them in heaven- where they will wait for us.  Kept in heaven for us- undefiled!  In this way, our treasures can receive a great and lasting return on their investments.  So Jesus tells us to lay up our treasures in heaven.  We can do this when we spend our earthly treasures for spiritual good.  Supporting various Christian ministry that bless others.  Supporting the gospel preaching and benevolent needs of the church.  We can spend it in such a way as to actually save!  You can spend your time wisely- making the most of the day.  The best use of our time on earth with an eye to the future.  I’m sure you know someone who almost has the “Midas Touch.”  Everything they touch turns to gold- they have an uncanny way of making money.  But are they walking with the Lord?  Is their ability to make money actually profiting them?  As you know, you can gain the world but lose your soul!  So let those who have earthly wealth use it in such a way that your love of the Lord is clear.  For where your treasure is- your heart will be also!  How you spend your earthly treasures proves the state of your heart and the things that you love.
So then, why should we store our treasures in heaven?  What reason should we seek the things above- in addition to the promise of a reward?  Well, the first reason is that of obedience!  We are to be good stewards.  Every good gift comes to us from above- from the Father of lights!  We are to be good stewards as we use the talents we receive- as the Lord and master would have us.  The second reason is connected to the heart.  Do we love the gifts more than the giver? If you use your treasures with an eye to eternity, you prove that you love the Lord with all your heart!  Your first love if the LORD your God and the treasures and trinkets of this world!  You desire to be with Him in glory more than you desire gold or honey!  So you set your heart on things above because you do really love the LORD.  The third reason to invest in eternity is because of what you have already received.  Why do good works?  Because you are thankful!  You are grateful for what you have been given.  The pearl of great price has been placed in your hands!  To have this priceless treasure in your possession makes all these other things pale in comparison!  If your sins have already been paid for by the precious blood of Jesus Christ- blood that is worth more than all the gold and silver in this world- then what you do with your own gold and silver will reflect this truth!  To be clear- this reward is not earned by it is promised!  It cannot be merited, but it is secure!  How you spend your money proves how much you recognize the worth of your salvation.  And fourthly, the reason you should invest in heaven is that this investment is a good investment!  It is wise to invest in this way- with a guaranteed return and the rewards that cannot be lost or consumed!  Permanent and highly valuable rewards will be given!  So Jesus says- you will by no means lose your reward!  Store up treasure in heaven!  
In some ways, when we store up treasures in heaven, we can see the law of compound interest.  As you know, compound interest is a great tool when it comes to investing- as it grows exponentially.  We see the same principle in Matthew 19:29.  Here Peter asserts that the disciples have left everything to follow Jesus.  And Jesus responds by saying- all those who have left house or family or land for His name sake will receive a reward.  What manner or number of reward?  Well, Jesus says, 100 fold and they will have eternal life!  100 fold is to increase at a multiple of 100.  Taking 1 and giving 100 in return.  So what then are these treasures that Jesus is promising- and how will they be returned to you with interest?  Well, Jesus specifically mentions house, family and lands.  So we could say, if you have given up a relationship for the sake of following Christ, then you will receive a new relationship in heaven.  If you chose faith and obedience over family and friends, then you will be restored and rewarded with 100 families in heaven.  A new and greater family in glory will be your return on that investment!  If you give up your home- or you open your home in fellowship and hospitality- you will get a better home in glory!  A home in heaven which is now being prepared for you!  If you give up lands- you will find entrance into the glorious land of rest- the wonderous land above!  If you refuse to idolize food – you will be invited to partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb!  The eternal feast will be your reward!  If you refuse to amass wealth and do not set your heart on gold and silver, then you will be given better possessions in the world to come!  Instead of few gold bars in a safe, you will walk on streets of gold!  If you spend your life in sacrificial service, then you will be rewarded with eternal life in a glorified body!  As you can see- this is a really good return on your investments!  Jesus is speaking of things that should fill us with all joy and even stir in us a eager desire!  Why try to hold on to what you cannot keep?  Rather let go or hold loosely the things of this world- with an eye on the eternal reward that Jesus promise!  
To conclude, you have heard it said, do you own your possessions or do they own you?  Do you love the gifts you receive, or the giver of those gifts?  What does your heart love- what things do you treasure?  This life over the life to come?  Do you want to have your best life now, then live for today and treasure up the wealth of this world?  Do you want to have your best life tomorrow- in eternity?  Then store up your treasures in heaven! Jesus Christ teaches us to store our treasures in heaven as we seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness. For what you love you will serve.  And what your heart pursues- your treasures will be there also.  
