2

Matthew 7:1-5; I Cor. 5:11-13; Judge Not! I.  The Kind of Judging that Jesus Forbids II. The Kind of Accountability that Jesus Requires
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the words of Matthew 7 are likely one of the most misapplied verses of the Sermon on the Mount.  Whenever the church speaks out about some social ill or depraved action in the world, the knee jerk response we hear is this- judge not!  When a Christian speaks out about some sin in the life of another, the words- Judge Not- are thrown in their face.  Our society has taken these words to mean that Christians cannot speak out against someone else.  That we should never critique or condemn.  Rather, the idea is pushed that we all need to be accepting and affirming of all people and their various actions.  No matter the sin, we are not supposed to say anything bad or contrary to it.  So it is important for us to know what Jesus is not saying.  But, it is also true that humans are quick to judge others.  We often compare the worst of others with the best we can do.  We glory in the downfall others- as we think the failures of others makes our own actions look good.  So we need to learn not only what Jesus is not saying- but also what Jesus is in fact saying as well!  Jesus says here- Judge not that you be not judged.  So we consider this theme: the Judge of all mankind instructs His disciples to apply His Word to their own hearts first.  
I.  The Kind of Judging that Jesus Forbids 
In our first point, we consider the kind of judging that Jesus forbids.  So chapter 7 opens, judge not.  Do not judge- stop criticizing others all the time.  Don’t be so quick to make your mind up about someone.  Do not be so fast to dismiss or rebuke them.  Do not be so hyper critical.  Jesus is not saying that we should not call a spade a spade. He is not saying that we should be soft on sin.  But rather, do not be a critical spirit.  Don’t go around pointing out the faults and flaws of everyone around you.  Don’t be the first in line to point out the sins of others.  Do not make yourself a judge- who goes around just looking for people to condemn and throw your gavel at them.  Perhaps you know someone who is always pointing out the flaws of others- perhaps you are tempted to be that person.  We tend to make ourselves feel better about ourselves and our own flaws when we point out the failures of others.  But Jesus says- stop doing that.  Specifically, do not be hypocritical in your judgement.  So the hypocrite of v. 5 is exposed.  Hypocritical judgment is the condemnation given by someone who is pretending to be the judge.  Like a judge you would see in a movie- puts on the robe and takes up the gavel- but has no basis for their authority and no right to give this verdict.  So also, hypocritical judgment is done by someone who pretends to be holy.  They go around with their magnifying glass- just looking for people to put down.  You see this all the time on the internet- people who are proficient posters on Facebook.  They like to comment on everyone’s page.  Usually trying to stir up some controversy.  They like to rattle the cage- they enjoy pointing out the faults in others but they never look at their own hearts.  As Jesus says in v. 2- do not be like the person who judges others but never look at their own actions.  Those who use a higher standard for others than themselves. They measure others with a spotlight- while weighing their own actions with their eyes closed!  An example of this is found in Rom. 2:22- do you who say that you must not commit adultery- go on to commit adultery?  You cannot condemn adultery while you are living in adultery!  It would be like an elder voting to put a member of the church under discipline for stealing when that elder was also stealing!  This is deceitful -and worthy of condemnation Jesus says.  So Jesus forbids hypocritical judging.  
He also forbids proud judging.  When you think that you are worthy to judge others- thinking more highly of yourself than you ought.  Judging others while you remain in your sin unmoved.  Jesus illustrates this point in v. 3.  This masterful illustration is almost funny if not for the serious sin that it exposes.  So there is a guy who is going to help his brother.  He sees a fault or error in his brother’s life- but he cannot see the error or fault in his own life.  So this man says in v. 3- let me take the speck out of your eye- when he has a log in his own eye.  How impossible it would be to help his brother- when he himself is blinded by his own more grievous sin!  So the one who wants to help- the one who sees his brother’s speck- has a plank in his own eye.  Literally a beam- a huge, load bearing beam that would be used to support the temple structure.  This beam is in his eye- and yet he thinks that he can help his brother.  Everyone else can see the beam in his eye- but he cannot!  This brother has a speck- like a piece of sawdust or a wood chip.  This is not to say that the speck is no big deal.  If you have ever had a speck in your own eye, you know how annoying and painful that speck can be.  But for this first man to assume he can help- this beam eyed man- is delusional.  He is a proud hypocrite who cannot see clearly- living in unidentified and unrepentant sin disqualifies him from rendering any aid!  You can’t help your brother with his speck when you are blind in your own sin!  
Hypocrisy and pride are a constant danger to the Christian life.  When we see sin in others, we might think- at least that was not me!  Or we might say- he is getting what he deserves.  We tend to think that we are better than others- or we think that we would never do that.  But we all struggle with sin- some are just better at hiding it!  The fact is, we cannot judge the heart of a man.  As Rom. 14: 10 puts it, “why do you pass judgment on your brother, or why do you despise your brother.  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.”  Everyone will have to give an account to God one day- and this fact should both sober and soften us!  Jesus is making this point clear.  We are not to judge others in this way.  Do not be proud or hypocritical.  Do not be unnecessarily harsh.  Do not hold others to a standard you do not attain.  Hypocrisy in judgement arouses the anger of God!  As Jesus warns in v. 1- the standard you use with others will be used on you!  Being a judgy person- or being hyper critical itself is a sin and it invites the judgement of God upon your own case.  So Jesus begins by revealing what kind of judgement is to be avoided- what type of attitude is not in line with His Word.  God’s people are not those who constantly criticize and critique without mercy.  
II. The Kind of Accountability that Jesus Requires
But is that the end of the matter?  Do we just drop all judgement- as the world would have us?  Is the application of Matthew 7 to leave sinners in their sin!  To leave both the man with a plank in his eye and the man with a speck in his eye alone?  Well, no!  That would leave the whole world blind!  Sin still needs to be addressed!  In Matthew 18, Jesus tells us very clearly that we are to address sin.  Mutual accountability and church discipline are necessary in the church!  But we need to be careful here.  Is this sin we are dealing with or rather is it preference?  Is the action an actual sin or just something that offends my preference?  It the action or the word is actually a sin against God and His Word, then that is to be dealt with.  How?  With humility!  First by recognizing our own weakness.  As I Cor. 10:12 put is, let anyone who thinks they stand, take heed lest he fall.  The sin that you see in others could just as well be found in your own life!  Only by the grace of God do you stand!  So we start with humility- never thinking better of ourselves than we ought.  Second, address the sin with gentleness.  Gal. 6:1 says- “if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a a spirt of gentleness.  Keeping watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.”  So there is humility and gentleness- knowing our own weakness and our own failure.  Added to this, we need to make sure that the sin we are confronting is not a sin that we ourselves are caught in!  Before pointing out the sins of others, hold a mirror before your own heart!  Paul already indicated in Gal. 6 that we have to be careful- lest we too be tempted!  So then, have I done or am I doing the very thing that I see in my brother?  If so, repent!  Take the log out of your own eye!  Take the plank from your own vision!  Remove your own beam first!  Repent of that sin- and put that sin to death!  As Jesus says in v. 5- first take the log out of your own eye!  Get your own house in order before you seek to help others.  You see, the point that Jesus is making is not that we avoid talking about sin- he is not telling us to avoid all hard conversations and conflict.  That would be easier.  Rather, we are to take a good look at ourselves first!  Investigate your own heart before you go to your brother.  Make sure that you are living in faith and repentance before you seek to help your brother in the same!  As I said to the HS students last week, there is really only one sin that will get you put under church discipline!  The one sin that leads to church discipline is the refusal to repent!  So it is, before you help others with their speck in eye sin, make sure that you are repenting from the log of sin in your own eyes!  
Remember, once again, that Jesus is speaking to His disciples.  The Sermon on the Mount is not a moralistic sermon giving all people rules to live by.  The fact is, sin needs to be dealt with in a gospel driven way.  In other words, mutual accountability and church discipline only work when we have a shared love for Christ.  As we read earlier from I Cor. 5:12. “For what do I have to do with judging outsiders?  Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge?  God judges those outside.”  That is not to say that we should not call the sins of the world as it is, a breaking of God’s Law.   The church stands as a witness to this wicked world- shining like light in the darkness.  But the fact is, the world does not know what sin is because their eyes are darkened.  You need to have the Holy Spirit to understand spiritual things.  Often, speaking to the world is like throwing your pearls before swine as we will see next time.  That is not to stop us from speaking the truth, but rather to drive us to prayer that God would take the truth and open the eyes of the spiritually blind to see!  But that is not the issue of today.  In these verses, Jesus is speaking about one brother who sees sin in another brother- v.4.  A speck in your brother’s eye.  When exposing sin within the church, we have every hope and expectation that the believer will see that sin, hate that sin and repent of it!  In this way, you can save your brother.  As James 5:19 puts it, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, whoever bring back a sinner will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins!  So our desire and goal in exposing the sin in others is not to make ourselves look good, but to save their soul and cover a multitude of sins!  When that is our desire, we will be practicing the proper kind of accountability that Jesus requires.  
To conclude, whenever we need to point out sin or expose wickedness, we need to ask ourselves if we are more concerned about sin as an attack on God’s glory or are we motivated by annoyance or pride.  Do we think that we are better- holier than others or do we grieve over sin and our own weakness?  The standard that we are to use is that of God’s Word.  And before we bring the Word to others, we are to bring that Word to our own hearts.  In seminary we are often told to preach a sermon to yourself before you preach it to the congregation.  In a similar way, we are all to remove the plank from our own eyes before we seek to help others with the speck in their eyes.  The Judge of all mankind instructs His disciples to apply His Word to their own hearts first.  We all will stand before the throne on the last day- nothing that is hidden will remain out of sight.  Everything will be laid bare.  Every beam and every speck.  So may we all commit ourselves to living a life of constant faith and repentance while we bring God’s Word to bear.  Leaning to speak the truth in love- calling all that alights with God’s Word good and everything that is contrary to His Word evil.  
