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Matthew 7:21-23; II Cor. 13:5-7; A Dangerous Deception I.  What the “Many” Had II.  What the “Many” Lacked III. What the “Many” Missed
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Mandela Effect is an oddity that is often found in society.  The Mandela Effect is when people are convinced something is true, even though it is clearly not.  The human brain has the ability to convince itself of something- even if that fact is not a reality.  For example, most people believe that the Monopoly Man has an eye monocle.  He does not.  We can also get quotes wrong.  Many people believe that Darth Vader said- “Luke, I am your father”- even though he did not.  Added to this, many people believe that the Bible says- God helps those who help themselves- which it does not.  So famous quotes can be twisted and we can deceive ourselves into thinking something is true even when it is not.  Even when it comes to witnessing a crime.  If you have 3 witnesses, you will have 3 different accounts of what happened.  But there is one situation where we had better not be deceived!  There is one area where we have to get it right!  Of all the ways that our mind can play tricks on us- our relationship to Jesus Christ must not be one of them.  In John Bunyan’s Pilgrim Progress, a character named Ignorance accompanied Christian for a while.  Ignorance was confident of things that he did not know- and in the end he was turned away.  So today, we come to second to last section in the Sermon on the Mount.  We consider this theme: Jesus Christ warns us against the dangerous deception of presumptuous pride.  
I.  What the “Many” Had 
In our first point, we consider what the “many” of v. 22 had.  Jesus says that many will say to him on the last day.  So Jesus is putting this discussion firmly in the realm of the last day.  This is a conversation that takes place on the day of judgement.  It is a dialog that takes places at the foot of the pearly gates.  So the many of our text come to Jesus- the judge of the living and the dead- and they say to Jesus; Lord, Lord.  First we see the confidence of their statement.  Lord, Lord- they say.  They have a certain boldness, pride and even expectations.  They have confidence in what they are going to say- and even a presumption in their right to be there.  So they boldly come to Jesus and say- Lord, Lord.  They call Jesus their master- their owner.  In this way, they are making themselves out to be His disciples.  So they have a measure of familiarity and even knowledge.  They know who this person is- and they know His name.  So we could say that these people show up on the last day with correct doctrine.  They know their Bibles- they may even have memorized the Catechism.  They know who Jesus is- and they call him Lord.  These would be people who take the name of Christian upon their lips- and have a certain confident and presumption in their attitude towards Jesus.  But more than just words, these people also have works!  Remember what we saw last time- that a tree will be known by its fruit.  Well, these people have works!  At least- they think that they have fruit!  They come into the presence of Jesus and start listing off all the things that they have done.  Lord, did we not prophesy as v. 22 says.  Did we not cast out demons- did we not do many mighty works in your name.  So they come into the presence of Jesus with notebook in hand- ready to list everything that they have done.  Did we not do this or that- did we not preach those sermons, did we not write those books or speak at those conferences.  Did we not faithfully attend a conservative church and give faithfully to support its ministry?  So these kinds of people have a profession and they have lots of works to back it up.  On the outside, humanly speaking, they look put together!  These kinds of people are not the ones that are living scandalous lives.  They are not drug addicts or murderers.  These are the kind of people that make great neighbors.  They talk the talk and walk the walk- at least to our eyes.  But the problem is- they know it as well!  They know that they are viewed by others- seen by others as upright!  And they are proud of their accomplishments.  The fact is- self deception is one of the scariest things we can consider.  Because you do not know that you are deceived!  You are blind to your own need- and you think that you are better off than you are!  A few weeks ago, Jesus warned us against false prophets.  This week, Jesus is warning us against false disciples!  These “many people” of v. 22 are what we call “Nominal Christians.”  Christian in name only.  As you may know, around 68% of Americans call themselves Christians.  But only 20% actually show up for church.  But before you get ahead of yourself here- how many of those 20% are actually born-again Christians?  How many are lacking what is necessary to be saved?  
II.  What the “Many” Lacked 
So then, lets move on to consider what these many people who show up on the last day are actually missing.  What marks or characteristics do they still lack?  Well, let me start by asking you a question.  If you were to die today, and Jesus were to ask you- why should I let you into my heaven?  How would you answer?  If your answer begins with- did I not do this or that thing- you have missed the point of grace!  Any answer or any grounds for your salvation that is build on what you did- is a graceless salvation- and really no gospel at all!  That is what these many people did- they brought their works as a ground for salvation.  So what is missing then?  Well, what is missing first off is that they are missing true faith!  Faith that trusts in Christ alone for salvation.  And without faith, they also miss out on the proper motivation for works.  They did many mighty things in order to earn or gain something from God and to be seen by others- and these works are not acceptable good works at all.  So they are missing a humble faith.  There is no confession of sins, no crying out for mercy.  They do not acknowledge their own need- and their prayers are full of boasting pride and self-reliance.  Added to this, Jesus says in v. 21 that they did not do the will of the Father.  But how could they fail to do the will of the Father if they did all those mighty works of v. 22?  Well, consider this, what is the will of the Father?  What is God’s will for you?  John 6 says it like this- “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”  So the will of the Father is that everyone look to the Son and believes in Him.  Could it be that these many people who called Jesus Lord did not really look to Him in faith?  Did they fail to believe in the one whom they were calling upon?  I Thes. 4 says - For this is the will of God, your sanctification.  Could it be that these many people were followers of Christ in name only- doing mighty works but failing to be sanctified?  Their external actions were not in line with the lack of purity in their hearts!  They were hypocrites in this way.  God’s will for them was that they love Him- that they believe and obey with thankful hearts.  What seems to be missing the most is this- a loving relationship.  Although calling Jesus Lord, they did not live as if Jesus was indeed their master, savior and friend!  They did not love God as a child but rather served Him as a slave.  There was no joy, no love, and no true faith, thus there was no real obedience.  From their own mouth they said- did we not do all these things?  But from the mouth of Jesus it was said- you are workers of lawlessness.  Jesus calls their works the works of iniquity.  They were clean in their own eyes- and yet polluted in the eyes of God!  The work they did was done for the wrong reason.  Without faith and love, all work is the work of lawlessness.  People often have a higher view of themselves than they ought.  But to elevate your works to a place of merit- to think that you have the right to boldly present your actions as the basis of your salvation is a foolish thing.  Indeed, as Prov. 30:12 puts it, there are those who are clean in their own eyes but are not washed of their filth.  
III. What the “Many” Missed
Now that we have considered what these many people were lacking, in our final point we consider what benefit and blessing they missed out on.  Remember that this passage is speaking to an event at the end of time.  It is a judgement day application.  When the kingdom of heaven comes- as the King of King descends, sits on His white throne and judges the nations.  It is then that these many people will appear before him.  So what will they hear on that day?  Well, they will be saying- Lord, Lord.  But Jesus will be saying- I never knew you.  The sad fact is that there will be many people on the day of judgement that will be deceived- and sorely disappointed.  I never knew you, Jesus will say.  You are not my people!  You have no inheritance with me!  You loved the things of the world and worshipped the things of the flesh- then follow your idols down to the grave.  You can deceive the world and deceive yourself, but you cannot deceive me.  I never knew you- and you never really knew me.  Therefore, depart from me.  What will these many people miss?  They will miss out on heaven.  They will be cast out in the end- removed from the land of the living.  Their portion will be the lake of fire- they will be bound hand and foot and cast out into the eternal darkness.  These many people were so close- they were in the very presence of the Lord of Life- and yet they will not receive what they assumed was theirs.  Now this warning, beloved, is not designed to fill you will fear, worry and dread!  A proper response is found in Matthew 19:25.  Here Peter said “Who then can be saved?”  To this question, Jesus answered by saying with man it is impossible, but with God all things ae possible.  It may seem like salvation is impossible, but God is the God who does impossible things!  So a passage like this should not bring you to despair.  Not doubt or fear.  But it does surely call us to a sober judgment.  We have to take the words of Jesus seriously here.  There are many people who presume on the kindness of God- as Rom. 2 puts it.  They assume they are good because of who their family is, or where they go to church.  They make a presumption based on what they have done.  This is a dangerous thing.  Rather, we each need to test ourselves.  As we read from II Cor. 13:5; Examine yourself to see if you are in the faith.  Are you trusting in Christ or in ourselves?  Is there a pride in your works- or do you boast in the Lord and His grace?  Added to this, we each need to learn to test our own fruit.  (II Peter 1:9-11)  Just as wax fruit and real fruit may look similar, the difference is evident with a little investigation.  So it is that the real fruit of a Chrisitan and the fake fruit of a hypocrite can be deciphered by weight and substance.  God’s people have to be diligent- working out our faith with fear and trembling.  A little self-reflection and evaluation is appropriate.  Not that we should be constantly looking at ourselves; but we should be able to identify the marks of a Christian in our own lives.  Do I love God with my whole heart?  Do I trust in Jesus alone for my salvation?  Are my good works coming from a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving?  Can I see the fruit of the Spirit in my life?  If so, praise God!  You have been saved by grace through faith!  Nothing is impossible for God!  However, if you are trying to scam God by simply saying the right words and doing the expected thing, you need to be warned.  God will not be mocked- and His eyes pierce to the heart of man!  Repent- flee the coming wrath!  For our God is merciful and just.  Forgiving sins but by no means clearing the guilty.  
To conclude, our passage is one of those passages that causes a lot of worry and fear.  But the fact is, those who worry about their salvation are those whose hearts are tender!  If you read this passage and you come away unconcerned- then you may be the very person Jesus is talking about!  Jesus Christ warns us against the dangerous deception of presumptuous pride.  May we all heed the warning of Christ- producing the fruit that proceeds from a heart of humble faith!  
