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Matthew 7:24-27; I Peter 1:3-9; Where Are You Building Your House? I.  The Wise Builder II. The Foolish Builder
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what kind of builder are you?  Now some of you may be good at construction- others may be better at demotion- but we are all building something.  We are all building our lives- or our house.  Some people are wise- others are foolish.  Everyone builds their life somewhere- or upon something.  We all have certain things that give us our identity- things to which we look for stability.  As Jesus concludes His Sermon on the Mount today, we find once again that Jesus is making distinctions and divisions.  There are two kinds of builders.  There are two kinds of buildings- there are two kinds of lives.  One wise and the other foolish.  There are two kinds of people.  Only one will stand the test of time- only one will endure.  In fact, there are many people alive today who are building their lives on temporary and passing things.  These people are like ships on the sea- without anchor and without power- simply blown around by the winds of society.  Sometimes they are going this way- other times they go the other way.  Tossed to and frow- soon to be shipwrecked.  They are wishy washy- they stand on nothing.  They are at the mercy of the wind.  If you do not stand firm on the foundation of Jesus Christ, then your life is like a loose trampoline in your backyard.  Just waiting for the wind to pick up and snatch it away.  So at the end of this sermon of Jesus- He is going to press the importance of His words home.  It is possible to admire good preaching- to even marvel at these words of Jesus- yet to fail to benefit from them.  In one ear and out the other.  Like the seed cast on the road- just sitting there until the birds of the devil snatch that seed away.  So today we consider this theme: wise builders learn to hold fast to the words of Jesus in faith and obedience.  
I.  The Wise Builder 
So Jesus is going to be using a very clear example to illustrate His point today.  There are 2 builders.  Each one is going to construct a home.  One building is finished rather quickly and with little effort, the other is much slower in construction.  Both may look similar on the outside, but there is significant difference below the surface.  That is because the first man in our text is a wise builder who has dug down deep- he knows that what is underneath the building matters!  So we start with the wise builder- Jesus says in v. 24 that a wise person is one who hears these words and does them.  It is a wise person who does both of these things- both to hear and to obey.  It is not enough to listen, you must also implement the words that are spoken.  Both orthodoxy and orthopraxy!  There are very few people in North America that have not heard about Jesus Christ.  Ignorance of Christianity is not all the prevalent in our society.  It is becoming worse- as the truth is suppressed in unrighteousness.  But the main issue that Jesus is dealing with in our text is those who hear and do not obey.  So the wise one is the one who listens and puts those words into practice.  Or as Rom. 1:5 puts it, to bring about the obedience of faith.  True faith is more than just knowing something, it is also responding and obeying.  Or as James puts it, by I will show you my faith by what I do.  True faith is a living and active faith.  So, at the end of our series on the Sermon on the Mount, what exactly has Jesus told you to do?  Well, a true disciple of Jesus is one who listens and implements the words of Jesus.  In this, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus has taken the Law and applied it to our hearts.  Loving God with our whole heart and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  We see our own sins- taking the plank out of our own eyes.  We are to store up treasure in heaven- seeking first the kingdom of God and righteousness.  To trust that God will provide- and refuse to allow worry, fear and anxiety to control our lives.  We are to joined to Christ- grafted into the true vine and producing the necessary fruit of obedience.  That is how we will be known.  So Jesus is saying, this sermon is more than just some beautiful wisdom to consider- some wise words to ponder.  No, they must be embraced and obeyed!  So the life of a Christian is more than just knowing something- it is living out of that truth!
This kind of person will be a wise building!  To listen and obey the will of God is to be like a wise man who builds his house on a rock.  Good construction is one that begins on a solid footing.  Today, when we build homes, we dig down and pour a concrete footing.  But back then, the Israelites would have to dig down until they found the bedrock.  To build their homes on a solid rock.  This was necessary because it is only rock that will remain unmoved.  Only a solid foundation can withhold the wight of time and the pressure of conflict.  So it is, the wise builder constructs his house by first finding a firm foundation.  A Christian is one who builds His life on the solid rock of Jesus Christ!  What you do with your life matters- and who you build upon makes all the difference.   Because, believers, storms are going to come.  As Jesus says in v. 25, the rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew.  The trials of this world will beat upon your house!  The hardship and fiery trials of this life will test the worth of your home- tribulation will examine the stability of your lives.  Difficult providence will befall you.  Financial hardship, marital strain, relationship conflict, physical suffering and persecution for your faith will be experienced.  These are the rain, floods and winds of this world that will beat down upon your life.  How will you stand?  Will your life endure?  Will you give up and throw in the towel?  Will your life crumble - will your world fall apart?  Well, if your physical health and financial prosperity is the location of your comfort and strength- then your house is built on sand!  But if your life is built on the solid rock of Christ, then these troubles may shake you- they may try and test you- but your life will stand in the end!  To be clear, building your life on Jesus Christ- knowing and obeying His Word- is not a promise of an easy life.  On the contrary, Jesus says that you face trials. Rain, flood and winds will fall upon you.  Do not be surprised when fiery troubles come upon you as I Peter 4 says.  So we should expect these difficult things to come upon.  Rather, if our lives are built on Christ the solid rock, we will stand!  Our comfort will endure.  We can have hope for the future- even lasting comfort and peace.  You life will stand on judgement day.  You will not go down to defeat.  Your work will be established- your house will stand- if you have build on Christ!  So that the tested genuineness of your faith may be found as we read in I Peter 1.  The fires of the last day will prove the worth of every person’s building.  Every house will be tested- and their hope exposed.  But those who build their lives on the foundation of Jesus and His Word- who not only listed but obeyed- will be seen as wise on that day!  Blessed are those who hear and obey- for they will be called wise builders!  James 1:22- Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says!  And Luke 11:28-  Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!
II. The Foolish Builder
Having considered the wise builder, we move on to consider the foolish builder.  What makes this second builder foolish?  Is it the type of material he used?  No, it was the lack of solid foundation that makes him a foolish builder. Because this builder did not bother with digging down to the bedrock, he was able to construct his building in half the time and for half the cost.  But even though he may have chosen the easy path today, in the end it will cost him everything.  So Jesus says, everyone who hears my words and does not do them is like this foolish builder.  In our immediate context, Jesus is speaking to those people who had just listened to Sermon on the Mount when it was first spoken.  Don’t be so foolish as to let these words go into one ear and out the other.  But not only is the rebellion of man evident in his refusal to listen, it is also seen in his refusal to obey!  Not only are the foolish evident in those who forget, but also for those who do not implement what has been taught!  Now we all know what it is like to miss out on the big opportunity.  For example, those who worked for SpaceX when it first began are now all millionaires.  SpaceX is the nation’s fastest growing company.  Imagine that you had been offered a piece of this company when it first came out- imagine how foolish you would feel if you turned down that opportunity.  But now, we have Jesus telling many people that they are even worse off than that.  How foolish you will be if you build on the sand- and what great cost it will be!  Not only in what you will miss out on- but on what you will lose!  For those who build on the sand will have their house fall- and great will be that fall.  The area around the Sea of Galilee is covered in sand.  This sand gets very hard in the summer as it dries out.  There is crust that forms on the top.  One might even think that it was rock.  But when that sand is saturated with rainwater, it begins to soften and give way.  It shifts under your feet and slides away.  Perhaps you have seen those videos of homes built next to a river.  When the rain causes the rivers to flood, those homes that once looked secure are soon washed away and destroyed.  So it is for those who only hear the Word and do not do the Will of God.  We can link our passage with last week.  The Word of God and the revealed will of God are one.  Obeying God’s Word and doing God’s will are one.  But if you do not obey God, if you do not do His will, your building- your life will fall flat and be destroyed in the end.  So v. 27 is speaking of a great fall.  Those who do not obey Jesus- who do not do the will of our Father in heaven- will lose everything in the end.  They will suffer complete and utter destruction.  
Note also, that both houses experience the wind and the rain.  Both builders suffer the pain and trials of the hardship.  But it is the presence of those trials the prove their worth.  It is the wind and the rain that exposes the quality of the foundation!  Or as Calvin put it- piety is distinguished from its counterfeit when the trial comes.  It is not seasons of peace and prosperity that test the footings- but the prick of hardship that proves the quality of the build.  Humanity is prone to build on the sand of self-trust and prideful independence.   Only those who dig down deep- who throw away any self-reliance and lean upon Christ- will find the stability to stand.  Or to go back to our ship analogy- only those ships who have their anchor cast in Christ can weather the storms without being shipwrecked!  But those who do not have a foundation live their lives chasing after the newest thing.  They are superficial- they just drift through life.  They do not have a center that will hold.  They like to have their ears tickled.  They hear a gospel sermon, but they do not take it to heart.  There is no faith, repentance and obedience that follows.  We find an example in our chapter in v. 28- even many in the crowd were astonished at his teaching.  But we read nothing of their faith or obedience.  In fact, when the first hard teaching arrives, these crowds will turn their back and forsake Jesus.  The kinds of people think that Jesus is a great teacher.  Jesus is little more than a motivational speaker- who tells great stories.  But following Jesus does not cost them anything.  They keep their idols- they still trust in their own work- they boast in their own abilities.  But a true follower of Christ is one who obeys in spirit and in truth.  Who knows and submits to His ways!  Only those will enjoy the blessing of a life unmoved and a house that will stand the test of wind and rain!
To conclude, there are two kinds of people that listen to God’s Word.  Those who listen with half hearted interest- who like to discuss ideas but never arrive at truth.  They put themselves over God’s word- making themselves judge- assuming the power to take or leave whatever they don’t like.  These are the foolish builders.  Then we have the wise builders.  Wise because they acknowledge their own weakness- they see their need for something more permanent.  They see the need for a strong foundation in order to withstand the trials of life.  Acts 4:11 calls Jesus our cornerstone- He is our strong and firm foundation!  Build upon him, and your life will stand!  Obey Him, and your work will be established!  Wise builders learn to hold fast to the words of Jesus in faith and obedience.  So build your life on Christ and His work- know and obey Him- for in this you find stability and everlasting life!  
