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Matthew 8:14-17; Isaiah 53:1-6; Healing with a Purpose I.  So That We Might Serve II. So that We Might Be Liberated III. So that the Scriptures Might be Fulfilled
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, does your life have purpose?  Sometimes is feels like we are just going through the motions- days come and go with few things changing.  We get up, go to work, shuttle our kids around- and then get home in time to go to bed.  But we may forget or overlook that fact that every day we have is a gift- one which we are to use for a purpose.  So then, do you know your purpose?  Do you know what the goal of each day should be?  As we return to Matthew 8, we find that Jesus performed these healing for a specific reason and purpose.  He came to do the will of His Father in heaven- and as we will see today- His healing ministry would reveal who He is and also verify His Word.  Jesus’ identity would be established as the true and perfect prophet who Word has the power of healing and life.  So the question before us today is this- why did Jesus heal these specific people in this way?  What are we to learn about Jesus- and about ourselves- as we consider His healing ministry?  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ heals the many to fulfill His Father’s will.  
I.  So That We Might Serve 
In our first point, we see that sometimes the reason that Jesus heals a person is to enable that person to better serve.  So in v. 14 we find that Peter’s mother-in-law is down with a fever.  Now Peter was from Capernaum which was on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Peter’s home was often the central hub of Jesus’ ministry when He was in the area.  This area is known for outbreaks of Malaria which causes a debilitating fever.  We also see that Jesus is honoring the bonds of marriage and family as He takes pity on Peter, Peter’s wife and Peter’s mother-in-law.  Once again, Jesus reaches out his hand and touches this afflicted woman.  Now you know that if you have a fever, you are wiped out.  Even after the fever breaks, you spend a day drained of all energy.  But Jesus touches this woman, makes her healthy and renews her strength.  So what does she do?  Well, having been healed and restored, Peter’s mother-in-law rises and begins to serve in the home once again.  Taking care of the guests, preparing food, doing laundry.  Maintaining the household and its guests.  From this we can learn an important point- the healing of Peter’s mother- in -law was healing for a purpose.  Specifically, she was healed and immediately she responded by serving.  We could say, one of the reasons that Jesus heals a person is so that this person might return to active duty and continue their service.  Healing is never an end to itself- when a person is healed, they are to use this new lease on life in order to serve.  In fact, faithful service and obedience is the proper and expected response of those who have been healed.  So then, has God ever healed you?  I think it is safe to say that everyone here has prayed for healing at some point in their life.  Lord, please heal me from this sickness, this disease, this infirmity.  Make me whole and well again!  When you enjoy that healing- that answer to prayer- then it is proper and fitting for you to rise up in thanksgiving- as Peter’s mother-in-law did- to serve faithfully once again!  Healing leads to active, obedient service!  Now it must also be said, that sometimes God hears our prayers for healing, and does not give us the request we desire.  Why does God heal some people, while refraining from healing others?  I can answer that question in two ways.  First off, it may be that God does not heal you immediately to teach you patience.  God may refrain from immediately taking this thorn away from you in order to teach you that His grace is sufficient for you in your time of need- as God did for Paul in II Cor. 12.  But God may have another reason for not healing someone’s body.  When we pray for the healing of our sick loved one, it may be that our loved one has already completed their journey.  It may be that our loved one has arrived at the end of their race- and instead of physical healing for their life below, God may simply be taking His child home up above.  So there is always a reason for why God heals some- and not others.  But it is safe to say that if God has healed you, the proper response is thankful service!  As I Peter 4 says, use whatever gift you have received in order to serve one another.  So the first reason that Jesus heals in our text is this: Jesus heals in order to equip and enable us to better serve.  
II. So that We Might Be Liberated 
After this intimate and compassionate healing of Peter’s mother-in-law, Matthew takes a step back and gives us a broad picture of Jesus healing ministry.  So in v. 16, we find Jesus being surrounded by people who were oppressed and needing to be healed.  I think we can sometimes forget that Jesus was a man.  Yes- He is fully God- but He is still a man.  And as a man, He we constantly bombarded by people who needed the healing mercy that only He could provide!  So His time was spent ministering, healing and casting out evil spirits.  So we find that many people are being brought to Jesus who are oppressed by evil spirits.  To be clear, not every disease, sickness or disability is a sign that a person has an evil spirit.  But some people we read of in the Bible do clearly have evil spirits that cause some bodily disturbance.  Evil spirits, fallen angels or demons have made their presence known in various ways.  Some people who had demons were turned into wild men who tormented the community.  We find an example of this in Matthew 8:28 where two men terrorized the countryside.  Some demons would make their hosts mute or unable to speak as in Luke 11:4. Sometimes the demon would cause the subject to have seizures- to convulse the body and put it in danger by casting the body in the fire or into water.  In Luke 13:10 we read of a demon who produced paralysis- called a disabling spirit that hindered this woman’s ability to stand.  In Mark 5 we find a demon who caused a man to self-harm- cutting himself with rocks and causing him to cry out.  We even find an example of a young girl in Acts 16 who had an evil spirit that enabled her to tell the future- turning her into an object of slavery for the gain of her owners.  So the presence of a demon in someone’s life was evidenced by bondage, injury, disability and pain.  Great suffering was endured as the demon tortured its host.  But to all of these- Jesus comes as the triumphant king whose power and authority would cast out every demon and defeat every foe.  At the very word of Jesus- as v. 16 says- these demons were cast out and the oppressed were healed.  So why do we read of these healing in these verses?  Well, one reason is to reassure us of Jesus’ power over every foe!  Jesus has the authority to cast out every enemy- to throw down every power that would raise itself against Him.  Jesus says the word- and demons flee!  There is no real rivalry here- no challenge to His power and might! Although the enemies are strong- and more powerful than we might be- there is no challenge posed to Jesus’ power.  This is a comforting truth- as the devil still prowls around like a lion seeking someone to devour.  We know that He who is in us is greater than he that is in the world- as I John 4 states.  If Jesus cleanses your heart and the Holy Spirit resides with you, there is no place for the demon to go. If the Holy Spirit has made His home in your heart- you need not fear the threats of the enemy.  This world with devil’s filled should threaten to undo us, but we need not fear.   As the hymn states- “The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him, for one little Word shall fell him.”  
III. So that the Scriptures Might be Fulfilled
Having considered that Jesus was revealing His power over the enemy and prince of darkness, we move on to our final point.  Jesus Christ performed these healing in order to fulfill the prophecy that has been spoken about Him.  In other words, Isaiah 53 needs to be fulfilled.  And the only way to fulfill the words of Isaiah 53 to the fullest extent is if Jesus heals, restores and bears our diseases.  Now there is an interesting nuance in these translations.  Where in Isaiah 53:4, the focus seems to be on our griefs and our sorrows; in Matthew 8:17 we find illness and disease. However, the words of Isaiah 53 include the concept of illness, sickness and pain.  So in this particular context, Isaiah 53 is applied to the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  When we think of the atonement of Jesus, we tend to focus on our sins, iniquity and transgression.  Jesus was made to be sin- to bear our sins as a weight on His shoulders on the cross.  When we consider justification, we understand that our sins and the payment for those sins are placed on Christ’s account.  That is how He bore our sorrows and griefs.  However, in our reading from Matthew 8, it is revealed the Jesus also takes on our sickness, illness and disease.  He has become our representative in this area as well.  Being or merciful and compassionate High Priest means that He takes our sicknesses to Himself.  He identifies Himself with our diseases- even as Jesus touched their sin wrecked bodies as we saw last week and this week.  Now to be clear, Jesus is and remains the pure, spotless lamb.  We also do not read of Jesus ever getting sick in the Bible.  There is no recorded passage where Jesus had any sickness or disease within Himself.  However, that does not mean that He had no understanding of sickness.  He was in the midst of a sick and dying people.  He was always reaching out his hands to touch those who were sick.  He took their sickness away- as He took their sickness upon Himself.  He identifies with them, cares for them, carries them and even heals them.  But I think we don’t always grasp the significance of this.  Part of Jesus suffering included His suffering because of sickness and disease.  The atonement He secured meant that He had to suffer for sin.  He was made to be sin- as II Cor. 5 puts it.  He having no sin, was made to be sins, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.  But the same could be said about sickness- He was made to be sickness- disease and illness was placed upon His account.  He bore our burdens- everything and anything that brings sorrow, suffering, pain and death in this world was added to His account.  His death on the cross not only secured the forgiveness of our sins- but it also secured the healing of our diseases!  The burden of sin includes all these diseases- and He died to cleanse us from all these as well.  So the sin that Jesus died for includes the bitter fruit of disease that entered the world because of sin.  During the public ministry of Jesus- you will remember that He forgave sins.  Added to this, during His public ministry He also healed the sick and raised the dead.  These actions- granting forgiveness, healing and raising- were a foretaste of the full blessings that would one day be poured out.  But the suffering that Jesus endured included suffering for these- including suffering for our sins, suffering for our sickness, and suffering for our death.  He died to cleanse, heal, redeem and restore us from all the effects of sins and the curse- including sickness!  The presence of sickness and disease is proof of the consequences of sin and man’s fall in the Garden.  Sin has a terrible effect on all of us- on our entire body- and Jesus came to deal with it all!  
Getting back to our main focus of this point, Jesus healed in order to fulfill the prophecy spoken about Him in Isaiah 53.  Isaiah 53 is called the Suffering Servant Song.  It includes his wounding, mocking, piercing, suffering and death.  The focus of Isaiah 53 is primarily on the suffering of Jesus- particularly during those last few days leading up to His crucifixion.  But even the healing that He performed was part of His atoning work.  Part of His suffering was to walk with and minister to those who had various diseases and who were oppressed with demons.  Just as Jesus wept with Mary and Martha at the death of Lazarus, so also Jesus suffered with and for those who have and are suffering with various sicknesses and diseases!  In all this, Jesus remains the merciful, faithful and compassionate High Priest who knows our needs for He has been tempted as we are.  If Jesus had not healed in the manner, He would have been incomplete as a mediator and God’s Word would have been broken.  All this was necessary because it had been prophesied- because it had been foretold!  And don’t forget, this healing ministry is a picture and promise of our future blessings as well.  We often think of Jesus casting out death- that on the New Earth there will be no death for death itself will be no more!  That is true and praiseworthy!  But the blessings run much deeper- there will be no enemies either!  The devil and his dominion will be cast into the bottomless pit- to be seen no more.  Every tear will be wiped from our eyes- and our bodies will be made whole and good!  No more sickness or pain- no more headaches or fevers.  No more illness or disease- for Christ will make all things new!  This is the benefit and blessings that we have to look forward to in Christ!  For when He died, He carried our illnesses and bore our diseases.  When He comes again- He will raise us up to everlasting life!  
To conclude, the healing ministry of Jesus was always a work done for a purpose.  To prove His power and authority.  To verify His identity.  And today as we have seen, to fulfill His Father’s will.  In these verses we catch a small glimpse into His ministry of mercy.  For as John 21 says, all the books in the world could not cannot contain all that He did!  He must have healed hundreds and thousands more than we even read about- but these things are written so that you might believe- and by faith have everlasting life in His name!  Praise God for our merciful and compassionate High Priest!  
