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Matthew 8:5-13; Rev. 19:6-10; Who Has Great Faith? I.  The Unique Request II. The Unique Faith III.  The Unique Praise
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the good news for?  Who did Jesus come to save?  Or to put this question in the context of Rev. 19- who will be invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb?  Whenever you are invited to a wedding, it is always interesting to see who is seated at the table of honor.  You will usually find the bride, groom and all those who were members of the wedding party sitting at the head table.  Sometimes the parents and grandparents will be sitting in a place of honor as well.  I think every wedding I have been to has had assigned seats.  You have to find your name and the table number indicated to know where you are to sit.  But imagine showing up for a wedding reception, but there is no room for you.  If you expected to find a seat- but there is no room.  Your name is not on the list!  Well, on the last day, there will be many surprises.  People will be shocked to find out who is welcomed- and who does not have a place!  We know that Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of Israel, but He will also be the descendants of Abraham through whom all nations will be blessed!  As you will remember from Matthew 28- Jesus sends us out to make disciples of all nations.  The gospel of Matthew was written predominately to the Jewish reader- and the focus of Matthew is on the kingship of Jesus Christ.  Today we see that even the Gentiles will call Jesus their King!  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ is identified as the source of true authority as the Centurion professes his faith.
I.  The Unique Request 
In our first point, we see that this request for healing comes from a very unique- and even controversial source.  So in v. 5, a centurion comes to Jesus to request for healing.  Now a centurion was a Gentile- to be sure.  But he was a soldier in the Roman army as well.  As a centurion, he would be a lead of 100 soldiers.  Now a centurion would be chosen because they were exceptional leaders.  They would be in a position of authority within the army- known for their courage and exceptional ability with both sword and spear.  They were to be always ready- we could say that they were like our present-day sergeant-majors.  They were chosen for their size, ability, skill and experience in leading. Strick in discipline, order and decorum.  And yet- the Jews absolutely despised men like this.  Any centurion represented the Roman army.  His presence was a constant reminder that the Jewish people had been defeated- they were an occupied and suppressed people.  And even on the spiritual front, this centurion was an outsider.  He would not be welcomed into the temple- he was not a child of Abraham- he had no claim on the covenant and no obvious reason for following Jesus. In the eyes of the Jews- this man has everything against him.  Why in the world would Jesus even look at him- much less help a man like this?  So the very presence of this man would be controversial- kind of like the Samaritan woman which we find in John 4.  Roman centurions and good Jews would not normally cross paths.  So the request we find in v. 5 is unique based on the identity of the one making the request.  But more than that- this request is unique in that it is a request for healing for a servant.  Now we can understand a request for healing for yourself- and even a request for healing for a family member.  Maybe even a friend- like the friends who lowered their paralyzed friend through the roof for Jesus to heal in Luke 4.  But this centurion is asking for healing to be given to his servant.  Now a servant was considered property and had no legal rights.  A servant could be honored in a Roman home- or they could be abused.  It all depended on the master.  But here, this centurion was a kind and gracious master.  He seeks the company of Jesus in order to request healing for his servant.  It is the centurion’s desire to secure healing for the sake of this servant who is suffering terribly.  We are already catching a glimpse of this man’s heart.  He has a love for fellow man and his heart of moved with compassion for his servant.  So he comes to Jesus to ask for healing.  
II. The Unique Faith 
But this man is not only unique in that he is a gentile, Roman leader.  He is also unique in that he is also a man a great faith.  He comes to Jesus- knowing who Jesus is and trusting that He can heal his servant.  So how does this centurion come?  He comes to appeal to Jesus.  He requests mercy for the sake of his servant.  But this centurion also sees something in Jesus.  Being a man of authority, this centurion recognizes true power and authority when he sees it!  Even though this man is used to giving the orders and seeing his word followed to the “T,” he comes to Jesus with a request and appeal.  It is interesting to note what he does not request. He does not request a personal visit, nor does he request the laying on of hands.  So this centurion does not want to bother Jesus nor does he want to take up a lot of His time.  This centurion knows that Jesus is busy- but more than that- he knows that Jesus is able to help.  He believes that Jesus can just say the word and make it so.  Now this is particularly instructive.  The power to make a change by just giving the word is something that only God can do!  Although this centurion can give the order and others will make his order come to be, it is Jesus alone who can give the word and by the power of that Word alone, the request will be answered and the action will take place.  Here we find echoes of creation as well.  When the Father spoke into the void- and called all things into existence.  And God said- let there be light- and there was light.  So in our text, Jesus says- let this man be healed- and he was healed at that very moment.  No process, no contact, no treatment and no waiting!  The request was answered and it was so- immediately!  This leader of men knows true authority and trusted that Jesus could do the work.  This centurion saw that Jesus had been sent from God- and that He has the authority of the Father.  We can also see Jesus’ compassion and power made evident once again.  The servant was healed- at this very moment.  As Calvin would put it- “he who, by the mere expression of his will, restores health to men, must possess supreme authority.”  No one else could do what Jesus had just done!  As we saw with the leper last week- Jesus is acknowledged as Lord.  We also see that this centurion has a humble faith.  He has nothing to other- and he sees his own unworthiness.  As in v. 8- I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.  So not only is it unnecessary for Jesus to go and visit his servant- this centurion says that he does not deserve to have Jesus go to his own home.  So once again- he has humble and confident faith!  I know that you can do this- you can heal my servant- all you need to do is give the word.  I do not deserve to have you enter my home- and I will not take any more of your time- simply say the word and it will be done!  Instead of saying that Ceasar is lord- this Roman solider says- Jesus is Lord!  The Spirit blows where He wills- and Jesus gathers His people from all nations- including those whom we mighty see as our enemy!  
III.  The Unique Praise
Having come to Jesus with this request made in humble and yet confident faith, Jesus then responds to this request in two ways.  Jesus not only grants this request and heals this centurion’s servant at that very moment, Jesus also marvels at this man’s faith.  In fact, Jesus points out the uniqueness of this faith.  This Roman officer is identified and praised by Jesus.  So Jesus marvels at this man’s faith and declaration in v. 10. To marvel here is to admire- to wonder and be in awe.  Jesus is pleasantly surprised if I can put that that way.  He is shocked at the nature and depth of this man’s faith.  This man should not have faith like this- because Jesus has just begun His earthly ministry.  And added to this- this man is Gentile!  Jesus says in v. 10- I have not found anyone in Isreal who has faith like this!  Even though Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of Israel, even though the Israelites had the Law and the Covenant, even though the prophets had been sent to the Israelite people, even though the Israelites were the biological children of Abrahm- even though the Israelites had so many advantages and blessings- it was this outsider- this gentile- this Roman officer that has such great faith!  The fact is that we might be surprised at who has great faith!  We might be shocked one day to see who is sitting in a place of honor at the marriage supper of the Lamb. The first will be last and the last will be first.  The extend of Jesus Kingdom if much broader than we often think.  Jesus is gathering disciples of all nations- even today!  This Roman centurion will be sitting at the wedding table on the last day.  There are many who will be given great honor on that day- people who were despised and passed over in this world!  There are Christians who have great faith and will receive great honor on that day.  Jesus will say to them- come and sit up here!  Come and sit at this head table- a place of honor has been reserved for you!  You see, Jesus does not judge based on the externals- man looks at the outside but Jesus looks at the heart!  So this foreigner was grafted into the kingdom- identified as a true child of Abraham- and his faith was praised by Jesus.  Many will come from the east and west and recline with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the flip side is also true- there are many who are born in the covenant- external members of the people of Israel who will be missing on that last day.  As Jesus warns in v. 12-  many sons of the kingdom will be thrown into outer darkness.  Those who had every advantage- who had all the blessings and opportunities to hear the gospel, to participate in the means of grace, even to see the miracles of Jesus- will not be found at the wedding supper on that last day.  This is because they will lose their position of honor because they rejected the King!  They failed to respond in faith- and thus they would be cast into the outer darkness.  This is a fitting warning for us as well.  We, as a church, have received so many blessings.  We have the privilege of God’s Word in our own language- the benefit of our creeds and confessions- catechism class and Bible studies.  Not to mention the blessing of being raised in a covenant home.  But these will do us no good if we are not joined to Christ by true faith!  So the sons of the kingdom will lose their place in the kingdom unless they embrace the King as this centurion did!  May we bow the knee before the King of Kings!  Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord!
To conclude, in some ways, we could say that the healing of the Roman centurion was a direct counterweight to the crowd’s expectation.  As we saw last week, one of the reasons that Jesus did not want the leper to tell the crowds about his healing was because the crowds had a distorted view of Jesus’ ministry and work.  So when the crowds expected Jesus to be the King who would throw off the Roman occupation, Jesus shockingly has mercy on a member of the very Roman army that the Jews hated!  Instead of killing all the Roman soldiers, Jesus receives and answers the petition for healing from this Roman centurion.  In this we see, Jesus Kingdom is not of this world!  His kingdom is not advanced with sword and spear, but in acts of mercy and the preaching of the gospel!  Jesus Christ is identified as the source of true authority as the Centurion professes his faith.  So may we all delight in the King- offering our prayers and praise with humble, confident faith!  In this way, you show yourself to be member of His Kingdom!  For He who hears your petitions is faithful- He will do it!  
