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Matthew 9:1-8; Psalm 130; Authority to Forgive I.  The Source of All Suffering II. The Proof of Authority
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what is man’s most pressing need?  Each community has their own list of things that they think that they need.  For example, the people of California need more water.  The people living in Gary need their electricity restored.  Leaders are elected based on the things they promise.  Rulers promise us solutions.  More funding is needed for our school programs in order to counteract violence in the community.  There is a priority placed on programs that lesson the suffering in this world- but there is a need more pressing that we find in our passage today.  Our society tells us that we should divide everyone into two groups- the oppressor and the oppressed.  If we take away money from the oppressor and give it to the oppressed- then all our problems will be solved.  But who are the needy ones and why are they needy?  Today as we return to Matthew, we remember that our gospel writer is continuing to focus on the source of true authority.  Jesus has the authority to speak to demons and cast them out.  He has the authority to heal the leper and calm the storm by the word of His mouth.  Today Jesus will make another declaration which proves His authority to forgive our sins.  So we consider this theme: Jesus Christ heals the paralyzed man to prove His authority to forgive sins.  
I. The Source of All Suffering 
In our first point, we consider the source of this suffering that needs to be dealt with.  Our text opens with Jesus changing location once again. This time, Jesus returns to Capernaum which has become his home town and base of operation.  We remember that this is where Peter was from, and Jesus was known to be supported by Peter’s in laws.  Many miracles have already been performed here- as Matthew 4:13 reveals.  So Capernaum has become the hometown of Jesus, and the fame of Jesus is spreading.  There is so much need- and many people are being brough to Jesus.  To fill out the picture a little, Mark 2 gives us a parallel reading of this chapter.  In Mark 2, the place that Jesus is staying is so filled with people that the sick and suffering cannot even make it in to see Jesus.  So this paralyzed man is carried by his 4 friends up onto the roof where they cut a hole in the roof and lower this man down into the very presence of Jesus.  But why is this man being brought to Jesus?  What is the pressing issue that needs to be addressed?  Well, this man is known as the paralyzed one.  But we can take it even a step further.  Why is this man paralyzed?  Well, it was sin’s introduction into the world that brought about this paralysis.  It is because our world and our bodies are affected by sin.  Sin is an alien invader- a hostile enemy that has occupied our environment.  Sin’s presence is why we have drought and tornadoes, gang violence, poor education, lack of understanding, bad teachers, fraud, waste and abuse.  Without sin, none of these things would be found in our world today.  Added to this, it is sin that has brought about leprosy, demon possession, blindness and paralysis as we find today.  Our bodies are wrecked by sin- every ailment comes from sin and leads to death.  Our text makes this link clean in v. 2 where Jesus sees the ailment of this man and point to the presence of sins.  
But to be clear, not every calamity, sickness or disability is linked to a specific, personal sin committed by the person who is suffering.  For example, I do not know of a specific sin that the residents of Lansing committed that caused the tornado to descend on our community.  We find this truth clearly taught by Jesus in John 9 where the disciples asked Jesus, “who sinned, this man or his parents?”  Jesus said, it was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in Him.  So Jesus dispels the idea that it was the specific actions of this man that caused his blindness.  But it is also true that sometimes suffering is caused by the actions of a specific person as well!  If fire and brimstone fell on Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sinful actions, it remains entirely possible that God’s judgement would be poured out because of specific actions of specific people.  We also find this evident in John 5:14 where Jesus says to the man he just healed, “sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.”  So the committing of sin does bring about something worse- as actions do have consequences and God may immediately make those painful consequences clear.  But in our text, we do not read of any specific action of this man that brought about his paralysis.  He was lame- unable to move his arms and legs.  And this disability finds its roots in the presence of sin in this world.  All suffering, sickness and disability come from the first sin in fact.  Where does sin come from?  From the fall and disobedience of our first parents.  Adam and Eve rebellion against God in the Garden brought sin and death into this world and into our bodies.  Sin now lives in the world and in our flesh.  Getting back to our main question- what is the most pressing need that all humanity shares.  It is not the removal of physical suffering as such, but rather we need someone to deal with the source of all suffering.  For a person to be externally healed without addressing sin is to treat the symptom and not the cause of the disease.  For Jesus, as we see in our text, dealing with the externals is easy for Him.  But to deal with the internal, hidden problem of sin- that is the real miracle in our passage.  Because the fact is- you can hide sin.  People are really good at hiding what lives in their hearts.  The need for the healing of our bodies is obvious- you can’t hide paralysis.  But you can seek to hide sin.  Only God can see this deeper need.  So then, do you know your need?  I asked this question of those who are going to be making a profession of faith.  Do you know that you are a sinner?  Can you acknowledge and identify specific sins that need to be forgiven?  We like to think that we are self-sufficient.  That we have everything put together.  But you need something that only Jesus can provide!  A healing of the soul that only He can give!  One of the key petitions we all need to pray is his- forgive us our debts!  
II. The Proof of Authority
Having outlined the need for forgiveness, we find that Jesus offers that needed forgiveness in v. 2.  Jesus says- take heart, son, your sins are forgiven.  Notice that Jesus speaks first.  Seeing this man lowered into his presence- Jesus takes up the cause and addresses the need.  Jesus speaks with such loving compassion- take heart!  Be of good cheer!  Be comforted and encouraged!  I see you and I know your need!  I know why you are here! Loving words of assurance- you are forgiven!  This is a fact- Jesus alone sees what our need is and He alone can address that need!  He alone is the cure- the solution- the answer to our most pressing problem.  But not only does Jesus see our sins- sees our need- He also sees this man’s faith!  Jesus saw their faith- v. 2 says.  Even faith that is only the size of a mustard seed can be seen! Faith- even small, weak and weary faith- can be seen!  And Jesus says- this faith is a saving faith!  For when Jesus says- you are forgiven- how is it that this man can be forgiven?  Well, remember that Jesus is the grounds of our forgiveness!  The works of Jesus secure the payment that is needed!  His work is the foundation for this declaration- take heart- you are forgiven- says the Savior who came to save His people from their sins!  And this man laying before Jesus is a man of faith.  It is faith in Jesus specifically that has secured this declaration of forgiveness!  For it is through faith that we joined to Christ- by faith we partake of Christ and all His blessings!  And the blessing needed here is that of forgiveness!  You are forgiven- Jesus says!  If you trust in me, my blood will cover your offense!  Although you have broken the Law of God and transgressed in many ways- you are pardoned.  Though your sins are like scarlet, I make you white and snow!  I will not hold your misdeeds against you.  You are pardoned- the charges against you are removed!  As we read in Psalm 130- If you should mark iniquity, who could stand.  But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared!  He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities!  
Now then, do you think that this man and his friends would have been disappointed?  They came to Jesus looking for healing, but they received forgiveness?  Which is better?  Can you live and even die with comfort- knowing that you are forgiven even if you are not physically healed?  Is it not true that forgiveness is the greater gift!  They came looking for a passing benefit- that an earthly tent would be rebuilt for a few short years.  But instead, they received eternal pardon from God!  Is it not true that forgiveness is actually the better gift!  What is needed, necessary and pressing is here graciously granted and bestowed by Jesus!  If you had to choose between the healing of this earthly body and the forgiveness of all your sins- it is forgiveness that gives the greater and lasting benefits!  But in forgiving this man, Jesus also causes quite a stir!  For after Jesus declares that this man if forgiven, the scribes begin to mutter in their hearts.  You see, Jesus not only sees the faith in this man and his friends, He also see the rebellion and hatred in the heart of the scribes.  So the scribes were thinking in v. 3, this man is blaspheming.  Now to blaspheme is to either misuse the name of God, or to claim to act like God.  As it was, when Jesus claims the authority to forgive, He was taking to Himself a divine attribute.  For only God can forgive sins- since to sin is to transgress against God.  Only the offended party can cancel the debt- and since sin is an offense to God- only God can pardon the sinner.  And these scribes did not miss this fact.  If Jesus has the power and authority- if Jesus has the right to forgive sins- then Jesus must be God!  But the evil in their hearts refused to believe this claim- so they attributed blasphemy to Jesus and made Jesus out to be a liar.  For either Jesus is lying, or He is the Son of God who has the authority to forgive.  They chose to believe a lie about Jesus instead of submitting to the truth.  But in order to call these scribes out and point out their own hypocrisy, Jesus turns to them in v. 5.  Which is easier to perform- forgiveness or healing?  Which is harder to do?  To forgive this man’s sins or to tell this man to get up and walk?  Neither one is easy- to be sure.  But Jesus has and is going to do something that no other man can do.  Even today, those who have spinal cord injuries are often wheelchair bound the rest of their lives.  Even modern medicine cannot heal the paralyzed lame.  And yet- Jesus not only has the power to forgiven, He also has the power to fix paralysis.  In reading this passage, it also comes across that the healing is almost a secondary matter.  The real miracle was the forgiveness.  It happened behind the scenes- in the heavenly courtroom if you.  But because the scribes did not believe, Jesus puts His authority into a tangible, visible place as well.  Rise, pick up your bed and go home Jesus said.  It seems like the real power and authority has already been displayed.  For if Jesus can forgive sins- as no mere mortal man can do- then the healing of the paralyzed man is well within His power.  Or to put this another way, real and lasting healing starts only after sin has been forgiven.  If you are forgiven, then a complete and lasting restoration will be your in God’s good timing.  We cannot separate forgiveness from restoration.  Once you are forgiven, you will enjoy the benefits of lasting restoration in time.  Only those who have been forgiven will spend eternity with God in glory!  But to be healed without forgiveness would only give you a temporary reprieve.  Jesus is going to be changing everything- dealing with our most pressing needs and also with the consequences of fall as well!  Those who are forgiven will one day enjoy an eternity in a body that is made like Christ’s; without spot or blemish.  Made to live in a world that has no sorrow, sickness, pain or death!  This is what forgiveness leads to- and this is the future that we in Christ have to look forward to!  That is why those who are forgiven can take heart!  Be of good cheer- your sorrows are temporary!  Soon I will lift up your broken body- and you will live eternally to glorify me!  
To conclude, the connection between sin and sickness- between the fall and its effects- needs to be kept clearly in our mind.  It stands to reason that if Jesus can forgive sins, then He can also remove the consequences of sin- namely the curse.  For those who are joined to Christ by faith; these enjoy forgiveness today.  But rest assured, Jesus’ sacrifice will also deal with the consequences of sin as well.  In other words, those who are forgiven will one day be restored to full and complete health as well!  Jesus Christ heals the paralyzed man to prove His authority to forgive sins.  Praise God that Jesus does not just come to grant salvation to our souls- but that He will also raise and glorify our bodies as well!  Jesus is our complete Savior- who saves us completely!  I belong, body and soul, in life and in death, to a faithful savior!  He has fully paid for all my sins!  So be of good cheer- brothers and sisters. Your sins are forgiven!  
