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Matthew 9:18-26; Numbers 15:37-41; A Double Healing I.  Bold Faith to Raise the Dead II. Timid Faith to Stop the Blood
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, do you ever get tired of praying for the same thing- over and over again?  Do you ever get worn out from your constant, repeated request that you make to God?  Maybe that request is for healing or for an open heart.  Maybe you are praying for God to give you a spouse if you want to get married- and the answer you are waiting for has not been received.  Imagine waiting for 12 years to have your prayer answered like this woman in our passage.  Or perhaps you have been praying for a family member.  The prayer of a parent for their sick child is something that many of you understand.  When your children are sick- you would do almost anything to make them feel well again!  As we come to our text in Matthew 9 today, we find a double healing.  In the middle of a stirring and moving narrative of a father who pleads for his daughter’s life, we have a woman who secretly approaches Jesus.  It is almost as if the healing of this woman is an interruption of sorts- and unexpected turn of events.  Once again, Matthew is unfolding the identity of Jesus before our eyes.  We see the effect of sins all around us.  Sickness, suffering and pain are a constant reminder that all is not as it should be.  All sorts of things go wrong with our bodies- and ultimately these very bodies will sleep the sleep of death.  This truth is pressing us on in our pursuit of something better- we long for our bodies to be made right and whole.  We long for death to be defeated and all to be made right and new.  Once again, we catch a small glimpse of the kind of King Jesus is- and the kind of Kingdom He is ushering in.  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ performs a double healing to comfort His distraught people.  Although these two miracles are intertwined in our text, we are going to consider these two healings separately this morning.  
I.  Bold Faith to Raise the Dead 
In our first point we are going to consider the bold faith of this father who requests Jesus to heal and even raise his daughter.  In v. 18, we are introduced to a father who has a pressing need.  His daughter is sick- and has now died.  We find this man’s name recorded in Mark 5- his name is Jarius and he is a ruler of the synagogue.  So there are some similarities between our passage and Matthew 8:5. Matthew 8 records a centurion whose servant is sick.  But in Matthew 9 we have a ruler of the synagogues whose daughter has died.  Now as every parent knows, your children are a constant source of concern, worry and prayer.  We pray that God would heal their sicknesses.  We pray that our children will do well in school and have good friends.  We pray that God would soften their hearts and enable them to live a life of faith.  But ultimately, we cannot give our children what they need, nor can we change what needs to be fixed.  And this is one of the harder parts of being a parent.  Fixing what is broken.  Now I sometimes think that my parttime job is to fix stuff- this needs to a glued or this needs to be replaced.  But the most important things in life cannot be fixed with these hands!  Added to this-on a more serious note- some of you here today know the particular pain of having a child who has suffered much- even enduring the death of your own child.  The fact is- this is not the way things are supposed to be!  Parents are supposed to die before their children do.  It is hard to put into words the suffering that this father must have endured watching his little girl get sick- and ultimately close her eyes and stop breathing!  This is not what he had planned for her- this is not what he expected for his daughter’s life!  The life of a child is filled with so much vitality and possibility.  But not here- only the slowing breath until all breath ceases.  This is not what any parent wants to see.  And I submit to you- this is not the way God created things to go.  In the beginning, neither parent nor child was supposed to die.  We were created to live with God and enjoy Him forever!  I think that we may have accepted death is just part of life- or perhaps we are so familiar with death that we have forgotten that it is a foreign enemy.  Death does not belong- death is problem that needs to be fixed!  Death is an enemy that needs to be conquered!  
So in v. 18 we see this grieving father, but we also see this man’s bold faith.  Now don’t forget children, this is first time that we read of Jesus raising the dead.  Before this point, Jesus has never raised the dead in the book of Matthew.  Now we know that Jesus is going to raise the dead a lot of time- Lazarus being one example.  And we also know that Jesus Himself will rise from the dead.  But all of these other resurrections have not yet happened!  That makes the words of this father all the more striking!  So he comes and kneels before Jesus- he worships Him and then makes this request.  Come and lay your hands on my daughter, and she will live! I have seen what you can do- and I know that yours is the power and the authority- so I will give you the glory!  We catch an echo of Martha’s words in John 11; I I know that my brother will rise again in the resurrection.  But this father is confident- my daughter will rise again today!  This is bold, strong and courageous faith!  I know that you can do this- if it is your will!  And graciously, Jesus says- it is my will.  So Jesus goes with this man in v. 19.  And if we jump ahead to v. 25- we see that this man’s faith is not placed in Jesus in vain!  Jesus is able, ready and willing to save!  In this we see that Jesus alone has the answer to death!  It is Jesus alone who is able to do this miracle- for He is the resurrection and the life as John 14 puts it.  No one else but this, the Son of Man, has the power to break the cold grip of death and loose the bonds of the grave!  So this miracle clearly proves something about His identity!  Who is Jesus?  Well, He is the one who has the power to raise the dead by the touch of His hand!  He is the Lord of Life!  And the father in our passage believed this fact!  But not all believed.  No, as we find in v. 24, there are many other who did not believe the words of Jesus and refuse to place their faith in Him.  They doubted what He could do in a situation like this.  These others would in fact laugh at Jesus- thinking He was out of his mind or out of his depth.  These people in v. 23-24 were the professionals.  They were hired to play the flute and to weep at a funeral.  This is a little foreign to us- but it was expected that every dead body be accompanied by at least 2 flute players and 1 professional weeper according to Mishnah.  It was not only a symbol of grief, but a visible and audible verification of death.  Their presence proves to everyone that this little girl is dead.  As I said before, these are the hired professionals.  They knew the signs- and they were here because this girl was really dead.  But Jesus pays them no regard- for nothing is impossible for God!  Jesus interrupts this funeral and silences these professional mourners.  In fact, the flute players and weepers are about to lose their job because Jesus is here!  The funeral director is going to be put outside- for he has no work here.  This little girl is going to be brought back to live!  The dead one will rise again.  Now remember- this was not a common occurrence- the people had never seen or heard anything like this before!  But our God is the God of the unexpected- the God who hears and answers prayers! I can only imagine how these professional weepers and flute players responded when this dead girl shows up alive!  Rightly so- as we read in v. 26- that the report of this went through all that district!  So in this first point, we see the bold faith of this father.  A prayer for resurrection and life is answered by the Lord of Life.
II. Timid Faith to Stop the Blood
But as I said before, there is another healing intertwined in our text.  For we find not only a bold faith requesting resurrection and life, we also find a timid faith seeking healing and restoration.  So we go back to v. 20 where we find this woman who is suffering.  The particular infirmity of this woman is called a discharge of blood.  Imagine the pain and suffering that she would have endured- for the past 12 years she had been dealing with a flow of blood.  Not just an inconvenience, this would have made her both unclean as well as anemic.  She had been to an untold number of doctors and had spent all of income trying to find relief- and yet none would be found.  She would be unable to have children- and would likely have been forced into an isolated life since the ceremonially unclean people could not dwell in the midst of the clean.  She was marginalized- on the fringe of society.  She has lost all hope in the doctors- but there is one who can do what no other man can.  Although her faith is timid- she does still have true and living faith! And instead of a bold, verbal request, this woman sheepishly tries to both come and go unannounced and unseen.  It seems to be this woman’s desire to approach Jesus- touch his garment- and then fade away into the background.  She is not looking for attention, but she believes that just getting close to the Savior will be enough to heal her.  Now the garment our cloak that Jesus wore is one that had 4 tassels or bound strings-  one on each corner of his robe.  Interestingly, these tassels or braids were a part of the traditional garment a Jew was to wear according to Numbers 15.  These tassels were to remind the Israelites of their identity- as they were a call to prayer as well as a reminder of their calling to keep the commandments of God.  They were sometimes called the folds or the wings of the garment.  So, in a sense, the wings of Jesus’ garment would overshadow this poor woman- or this poor lady would find shelter under the shadow of His wings.  
Now after this woman has touched Jesus, Jesus turns and addresses her in v. 22.  If she wanted to get away without being noticed, Jesus stops her in her tracks.  Not to rebuke her, but to encourage her.  This woman has waited for 12 years- and suffered greatly.  She has gone to great lengths to be healed- and been pushed the edge of society.  She was at the end of her rope- and yet she believed!  So she may have imperfect, fearful and timid faith.  But it is still a living faith!  Jesus will not only heal her, but He will encourage her!  Take heart- Jesus says in v. 22.  Be of good courage- your faith has made you well.  Now here we have to be clear.  This is a good reminder for us all- for everyone who has prayed for years without seeing the answer they desire.  Those who are downcast and struggling with doubt.  God sees your need and He hears your prayers!  It is not the garment that healed this woman.  This robe is not a good luck charm or magical icon.  Nor is it this woman’s faith that contained the power to heal.  Rather it is Jesus- His presence and power that heals her.  And it is His word that encourages and supports her- be of good cheer!  Jesus draws attention to this woman and her faith!  And although she was once timid and fearful- her faith has been recorded for all the ages to read!  No one is too small- no prayer to silent- that Jesus cannot hear and answer!  No person will be ignored by this loving Savior!  No little lamb despised by this Good Shepherd!  
To conclude, v. 24 is a pointed reminder that not all have faith.  When reading the promises of God, some people may laugh and scorn.  When facing a trial- some respond with skepticism.  Who can heal the sick and raise the dead?  Not this prophet of Galilee!  Not this carpenter’s son!  But Jarius knew- and this woman knew of His power!  They had faith in who He is and what He could do!  Some may scorn the Lord of Glory- or mock Him in derision.  But these will not live to see and enjoy the King and His coming Kingdom!  But for those who do believe- one day their faith will be made sight!  Their bodies will be healed, and the dead will be raised.  And then this saying will come true: “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  Jesus Christ performs a double healing to comfort His distraught people.  Praise the Lord for the comfort we find under the shadow of His wing.  
