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Matthew 9:9-13; Hosea 6:4-6; Guilty by Association I.  The Kind of People Jesus Came to Save II. The Kind of People Jesus Calls us to Be
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, what kind of people do you associate with?  Who do you normally rub shoulders with?  We all have different groups that we spend our time with.  Our families and our friends.  The people we work with and the people who live in our neighborhood.  The context of our passage today is one that makes us uncomfortable.  When I think of the people I have invited into my home, most of these people are family, friends or church members.  But imagine for a moment that you were inviting a group of social outcasts into your home.  Sinners- who had a bad reputation.  There is an old saying that goes like this- “hide the silverware.”  The meaning behind that saying is this- if you were having someone over for diner and you doubted their standards, you would hide all of the things of value by placing them in a locked container.  The reason you would hide everything of value- like expensive silverware- is that you were worried your guests would steal your silverware.  Well today, in our passage, we find Jesus once again surrounded by people who were anything but the upper crust of society.  And in this passage, we are going to see something about ourselves.  Where do we see ourselves in these verses?  Put another way- who did Jesus come to save?  So this morning we consider this theme: Jesus Christ came to heal the sick sinners who know their need.  Healthy people usually avoid going to the hospital so that they do not become sick.  But who is the sick one in our passage?  
I.  The Kind of People Jesus Came to Save 
In our first point, we consider the kind of people that Jesus came to save.  Now many people would answer this question by saying, Jesus came to save everyone.  But our passage has a much narrower focus than this.  We know that in Luke 19, Jesus says that He came to seek and save the lost.  And in John 10, Jesus says that He lays down His life for His sheep.  Our reading in Matthew 9:12 puts it like this- Jesus came to heal those who are sick.  So Jesus is identified as the Great Physician who came to heal those who are sick.  But what kind of sickness is Jesus referring to- and who exactly is sick?  Now we know that Jesus has healed all different kinds of physical sickness and diseases thus far in His earthly ministry.  He has cured those with leprosy, fever and paralysis to name a few.  But what kind of sickness is Jesus speaking of?  Well, remember that in our specific text, no one is actually physically sick.  In other words, Matthew does not have physical ailment that needs to be addressed as such.  These sinners and tax collectors who are gathering around Jesus at the table are not suffering with some physical disease or sickness.  But these who are gathered are all sick- to be sure.  The sickness that Jesus is here referring to is the sickness of sin.  The disease is that of iniquity and evil that is living within.  This point was established back in 9:2 where Jesus tells the paralyzed man that his sins were forgiven- and in 9:6- Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.  So the sickness that Jesus came to deal with is the sickness of sin.  The disease that good physician came to cure was that of iniquity.  Or to put it another way, what kind of sheep does the good shepherd gather?  Well, not those who are clean and strong but those who are dirty and broken.  Who did Jesus come to find?  Not those who are home, but those who are lost in darkness?  Who did Jesus come to call as v. 13 concludes?  Not the righteous ones, but sinners.  
This point is proven in the calling of Matthew in v. 9.  If Jesus came to seek and save the lost, then Matthew must be lost.  If Jesus came to heal the sick, then Matthew must fit the bill.  Now we know from history that tax collectors were not loved by the Jewish people.  Being a tax collector meant that Matthew represented the Roman government.  The taxes he gathered were from his own people, and the money was used to support their enemy. Matthew was working for the enemy- supporting those who were oppressing the people of God.  There is still a little of this mentality today. No one wants to get a letter from the IRS saying that they are getting audited.  But for the tax collector in Jesus’ day- the way in which these tax collectors like Matthew and Zacheus made their money was by over charging people.  So if your taxes were $100 dollars- the tax collectors would tack on their own service fees, and they would pocket the rest.  So the tax collectors were hated- they were crooks who preyed on the people of Israel to line their own pockets.  They got paid to fleece the flock- as it were.  But it was people like this that Jesus associated with- sinners and tax collectors.  But even though the Pharisees hated people like this, Jesus chose to associate with them.  Even to fellowship and have a meal with them in v. 10- reclining at the table.  It is because Jesus came to save people like this- people who were sinners.  More than that- people who knew that they were sinners!  Jesus came to save those who saw their own heavy burdens- and they knew that they needed to be delivered!  For Jesus came to save sinners to be sure- but these sinners know that they are sinners and they will in turn look to Jesus for salvation!  These ones will depend on Jesus for the healing that only He can give!  
This humble faith that acknowledges need and sin is then contrasted with the Pharisees in our text.  For if Matthew, tax collectors and sinners humbly confess their sins and look to Jesus for healing, the Pharisees in our text have no concept of their own sin and thus do not look to Jesus for healing.  Now we have to be clear here- Jesus says that He did not come to heal those who are healthy in v. 12.  That He did not come to call those who are righteous in v. 13.  Who then are these people who are well- who have no sin and are already righteous in themselves?  Well, the fact of the matter is that there is no one who is righteous as Rom. 3 puts it.  There is no one who is healthy- spiritually speaking.  But the problem is, these Pharisees through that they were righteous!  They refused to see how desperately sick they were- they refused to see their own need as they boasted in their own supposedly righteous works.  The problem with these Pharisees is a problem of self-deception.  They are just as needy as these so called sinners- but they refused to see it!  I hope you can see the desperation of this situation.  Imagine a person who is sick- on their death bed- and yet they refuse to acknowledge their own situation.  They refuse to think that they are sick- and thus they refuse any treatment!  These are stubborn in their rejection of the Good Physician- They won’t admit the truth and thus they never look for help- even though the healer of nations is standing in their midst!  Such a sad truth!  Pride and self-reliance kill faith!  These Pharisees refuse to enter in- refuse to receive the healing that is here present because they suppress the truth in unrighteousness!  They would rather die in their sin rather than repent and be healed!  So we pray- Lord open the eyes of the spiritually blind!  You think that you are healthy- but you are sick!  But praise God- Jesus same to save sinners!  May we and all men acknowledge how sick we all are in our sins!  And may we by faith look to the good physical who can heal our souls and make us well!  So Jesus came to seek and save the lost- all need to know and confess that we are the lost ones and that only Jesus can find us!  We are the man- we are the sinner that needs a Savior!  Sinners who hunger and thirst for righteousness will find their food for eternal life here!  
II. The Kind of People Jesus Calls us to Be
Going back to our text, we find that as soon as Matthew is called to follow Jesus, he gets up and follows Him.  In obedience, the sick follow and obey the direction of the Great Physician.  Added to that, Matthew opens his home and invites other people who are sick to meet the Savior.  So in v. 10, other tax collectors and sinners come in and dine with Jesus.  There is a clear link established between spiritual healing and obedience!  When your soul is healed by Jesus, your life is changed and you can’t wait for others to enjoy the healing that you have received!  For example, those who have been forgiven by God are quick to forgive others who sin against them.  Having been healed by God changes how we view and interact with others to be sure.  However, instead of acknowledging their need and rejoicing in the presence of the great healer, the Pharisees begin to grumble and complain.  So in v. 13 Jesus responds to this complaint by quoting from the OT.  So Jesus says, I desire mercy and not sacrifice.  In quoting from Hosea 6, Jesus is pointing out the critical flaw in the Pharisees thinking.  The Pharisees saw themselves as well- that they were clean and righteous.  Now this is not to say that the Pharisees thought that they were perfect.  No, they did still acknowledge that they needed something.  But what they needed was answered by way of the sacrifices of the OT ceremonies.  For them, simply going through the motions of offering their ceremonial sacrifices and ritualistic washing was enough.  What they needed was supplied in the OT signs- so the healing that Jesus offered was not needed.  Added to this, the way in which the Pharisees participated in the ceremonies was superficial and external.  The Pharisees were focused on the externals alone.  They were like whitewashed tombs.  They had the blood of bulls and goats- and that was enough for them.  They had jumped through the hoops- so they were clean in their own eyes.  But Jesus sees through their hypocrisy and He exposes their error.  Jesus is not diminishing the purpose of the OT ceremonies, but now that Jesus has come these ceremonies were shadows to be abolished.  Added to this, you Pharisees participated in these rituals without faith and repentance.  So the sacrifices in view here were the works that the Pharisees trusted in- using their supposed holiness as a reason to hate these sinners and despise this Savior!  In fact, the sin that Hosea spoke of in Hosea 6 is the same sin of these Pharisees.  Trusting in the law and not the God who gave the law.  Using the Law as means for boasting instead of seeing their own sin and a need for cleansing!  As it is today- those who attend church just to check the box are still missing the point.  If you think that your religious actions make you better than others- then you are in the same boat as these Pharisees.  You and I need the same cleansing that these sinners needed- because we are the sick sinners.  Sometimes we like the think that we can put up walls in order to isolate our lives from the sinners out there- forgetting that we are all sinners in here!  There is the danger of self-righteous pride that boasts in your religious performance.  It is easy to be deceived into thinking that others need the washing of Jesus blood- while I can take care of myself with my religious works.  To all of these Jesus says- I do not need nor do I want your superficial sacrifices.  Rather, as v. 13 says, I desire mercy.  Now the word for mercy used here is also translated as loving kindness or tender compassion.  In the OT is the word- hesed- meaning faithfulness.  Steadfast love.  So it is, those who know their need will be moved to show compassion to others who share this need for healing.  You see, we are not the clean ones- we are not the healthy, righteous ones who do not need to be saved!  Rather, we share our need for cleansing with all mankind.  But once we have received the loving kindness of God, we will be moved to show this compassion to others.  Having received God’s mercy, we want others to partake of it as well.  So we, like Matthew, will invite other sinners to meet Jesus.  To dine with us, so that we can together be healed!  Those who receive the love of God will then go and love others.  For our God desires mercy!  And this is the very thing that Jesus shows us in our passage.  Jesus not only calls us to show mercy, but He proves His mercy by way of His presence and work in this passage.  He is our tender and compassionate Good Physician!  Our merciful and faithful High Priest who offered the one and only perfect sacrifice. Laying down His life because He loves His sheep!  
To conclude, a person is usually judged by the company they keep.  But Jesus keeps company with sinners- so that He might heal them and save them from their sins.  He associates with sinners like us!  Jesus Christ came to heal the sick sinners who know their need.  May we all as sick sinners flee to Jesus who alone can heal our every disease and forgive our every sin!  And then go forth- to show compassion and mercy to other sick sinners who share our need for healing!  
